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8. Pr—8T, KT
A fall into the pit, a gain in your wit.
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Unless you beat a snake to death, it will cause endless
trouble in the future.

10. j(ﬁ%ﬁﬁ, /J\ﬂ\ﬁ? ........................................................
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tasks.
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A single thread can’t make a cord, nor a single tree a
forest.
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The spectators see more of the game than the players.
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A knife will rust if not sharpened regularly, and water
will stagnate if it is not allowed to flow.
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As virtue rises by one foot, vice rises ten.

15, AT AREAES | BRI overerreererssemeeienisesesne,
An oil lamp becomes brighter after trimming, a truth
becomes clearer after being discussed.

16. Iiiﬁr@ﬁ\ S.é?’ *?{E?‘é‘z\ ................................................
When reading, don’t let a single word escape your
attention; one word may be worth a thousand pieces
of gold.
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26. EAZOANTAE, BTN AT Thrererererrrrnnnnnininnns
One shouldn’t have the heart to harm others, but must
be vigilant so as not to be harmed oneself.

27 W TEIFH , ATCTAE e,
Flowers may bloom again, but a person never has the
chance to be young again.

28. T FE T B ET Y, AT AN Ly eeeeseeeeseeeesssenssnneees
When drawing a tiger, you show its skin but not its
bones; in knowing a man, you may know his face but
not his heart.

29. kg%,b , j\g;ﬁ,[‘) ........................................................
A fire must have space at its centre to burn vigorously;
a man must be modest to make progress.
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Face odd things fearlessly and their fearsomeness will
disappear.

3L ATINGS L, AREHERG everevereersemerisenssenneiesine
Rivers and mountains may be changed, but it is hard
to alter the nature of a single person.

32 KRG SEAE T, FIPHAE AR RIE TR e
A waterfront pavilion gets the moonlight first; spring
comes early to plants exposed to the sun.

33, J‘Eﬂifﬂﬁ‘ﬁ, JEUJTR—%% ................................................
Living near the rivers, we know the habits of fish;
living near the mountains, we are acquainted with the
singing of birds.
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Near vermilion, one is stained pink; near ink, one gets
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35, & E%ﬁ%’/'\ , ﬁ;z:;&mﬁg/,ﬂg ................................
If you drink with a bosom friend, a thousand cups are
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too much to share.
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Old but vigorous, poor but determined.

37. a%%mﬁjﬂ:ﬁ’ F’.j_‘ﬁdﬂfﬂiiﬁjﬁ:ﬁ:{ ................................
Just as it takes bitter medicine to properly cure a
disease, it takes blunt advice to put us on the right
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When two tigers fight, one is sure to be injured.
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As long as the green hills remain, there’ll be no short-
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40, BEIEFNEL 7, H A TL ALy errerrerrrsesenmseieieiiei
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Small as it is , the sparrow has all the vital organs.
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Don’t judge a horse by its saddle, and don’t judge a
person by the clothes.
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If you are poor, even if you live in a crowded city you
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flock to you.
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A clear conscience sleeps even through thunder.

SRS EET G ETHL - vvvveeveeensseressenesssnsisseiseianns 96
Never burning incense when all is well, but clasping
Buddha’s feet in times of trouble.
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It is easy to find a thousand soldiers, but hard to find a
good general to command them.
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Riches are as worthless as dust; benevolence and
justice are the most valuable things one can possess.
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The previous generation plants the trees under whose
shade future generation rests.
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However strong you are, there’s always someone
stronger.

53. }\ﬂ‘%g , Mﬁﬂ*%fg ......................................................
A man leaves his name behind wherever he stays, just

as a goose utters its cry wherever it flies.

LTI TOY S R i1 -, S
Old but young at heart; poor but with lofty ideals.
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A weak person is liable to be bullied; a tamed horse is
often ridden.
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Man seeks the heights, while water seeks the low-
lands.
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As birds die for food, men die for wealth.
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Man cannot be always fortunate, nor can flowers
bloom forever.

50 NTCTEN, A TCIE T frrerereeereeemeessessssnissississsisssses
It is as impossible to find a perfect man as it is to find
one hundred percent pure gold.
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Those who do not plan for the future will find trouble
on their doorstep.
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When people are of one mind and heart, they can
move Mount Tai.
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A man is prone to stumble when walking, and a horse
is prone to stumble when galloping.
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If you don’t want people to find something out, you had
better not do it.
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Three cobblers with their wits combined equal Zhuge
Liang, the master-mind.
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If people are of one heart, even the yellow earth can
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A man who does not exert himself in his youth will be
sorry he didn’t when he grows old.
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One can study for ten years in obscurity, but as soon
as one passes the examination the whole country will
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It takes ten years to grow a tree, but a hundred years
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As capable as you are, there is always someone
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mind to it.
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A small hole not mended in time will eventually
become a big hole much more difficult to mend.
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A child who steals a needle will grow up to steal gold.
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An upright man is not afraid of an oblique shadow; a

straight foot is not afraid of a crooked shoe.
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knows all the wide world’s affairs.
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A speck of time is more precious than an ounce of
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a second time.
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93, Lﬁﬁ#&ﬁ, Hiliﬂ“ﬂi:ﬁ ..............................................
Chatting with someone for one night can be more
profitable than studying for ten years.

94, @ﬂ(}(;ﬁlﬁk , @%gz:ﬁnﬁgg ......................................
Distant water can’t put out a nearby fire, and a distant
relative is not as helpful as a close neighbour.
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The moon waxes only to wane, and water surges only
to overflow.
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If a person does not treat guests properly when at home,
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98, HYEM BRI . ASTE LS T overeeereererereessemenienineiees
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As a man sows, so shall he reap.
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A man with downy lips is bound to make slips.
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Bazi yémen chdo ndn kai, ybu If wa gidn mo jinldi
1. /NSEF )T Y AT, FIEIH
Bt R

The yamen gates may be wide open, but with
no money and only right on one’s side, one
should not enter them.

© FIT:REHE RAPNFE RN FHITHHER KA
FEHEA “/\” F. (government office in feudal China; /\
F here refers to the shape of the open gates.)
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EITRRITHIRM TS, A BB B A
Rt LR

XARBEEIFRN]: EREIFEM, HE
L HIERERI, AE AN

This proverb, dating from feudal times, warns the
unwary not to seek justice from the corrupt and greedy off-
cials of those days.
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Bingmd wei dong. lidngcdo xian xing
2. 5= Y REP, BRI O RIT

Provisions should be arranged before an army

is mobilized.

O &L, 2+M&E, Z4EKI M. (soldiers and
horses, generally, an army)
@ HE . FEH ORI, (food and fodder provided

for an army)
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PEEARFRN R B 3 B, IR Rt stis
T

XARBEEVRIRAT: TSR T 2T A
—FTAE, AR et e B s, A
REA WL AL SR

This proverb stresses that whatever we do, proper prepa-
rations should be made in advance to ensure the success of

our endeavours.
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Bu jing yi shi. bu zhéing yf zhi AEB AT —FR, SRR XX J7 T
3. Reg—F, A"k—F" 9 IR
Wisdom comes from experience. XFEE SRR B — 5 A TRZ)

AT, B EAIESE A RS, R — T

This proverb tells us that experience or practice is the
best way to learn something.

© #&. #%. WA, (wisdom, knowledge)
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B ru hi xué. yan dé hu zi?
b RNERY, BY1EY 2T

How can one catch tiger cubs without entering

the tiger’s lair?

@O A #FiH. EX, (cave, lair)

@ B: ZLEPFRHA “EL” WEE. (an interrogative
pronoun meaning “how ...” )

® EfF: E4#47%|, (how can you obtain ...?)

101 Pearls of Chinese Wisdom 9

Rt FRAER IR, B4R SEI/NE
g7

XFEE SN RA B TIHRR, MM
K, AREBUS I,

This proverb tells us that one cannot expect to achieve
success without experiencing diffculties and risks; only those
who are bold and not afraid of hardships and dangers can
achieve success.
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Cha zhi hdo Ii, shi zhi gian I7
5. 02 @E Y, K°O2FE"

A little error may lead to a large discrepancy.

@© #: FAHFE. (difference)

@ ZJE. WAEEF/NHEE, (very tiny in amount)
@ %k %kiZ. (fault)

@ TE2. WEMKNEE. (along distance)

TR ARRZE T — Rk, SR TRE S L
R R BR

AR EVRIRAN]: S IR e
;I PR 8 GNP =3 I N =8 =9 | Y NE )
k.

This proverb advises that one must make every effort to

be careful and exact when doing things, because even a tiny

mistake can lead to a great loss.



