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Aizi pd 6uti

bu bu déng gao
1. BT Ik 4 e o
A dwarf climbing a ladder—rising higher with

each step
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A good way for a dwarf to rise higher is to climb
a ladder. Each step he takes will make him look more
exalted.

Often used commendatorily, this expression means
rising in rank or position step by step. It can also refer
to the improvement of one’s life or accumulation of

achievements.
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Ba xian guo hai geé xién shéntong

2. VA 5—&BH R iEE
The Eight Immortals cross the sea—each
displaying their unique power
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KA, ATl . A, R, U
e, Ahf145 AR H— B A

XA G TE R e O s, S AA %
AW —EIE; diE& N iR AN AR, HAH
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The Eight Immortals of Taoism in Chinese folklore
are: Han Zhongli, Zhang Guolao, Han Xiangzi, Tieguai
Li, Lii Dongbin, Cao Guojiu, Lan Caihe and He Xiangu.
Once when they were crossing the sea together, they
soared over it, each using his or her magic power.

This allegory is used to describe individuals who vie
with each other by showing off their special abilities, or

each of whom has a unique way of accomplishing tasks.
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Bantiankong li gua kdudai zhuang féng
3. ¢ REmBEHEOR 2B )

Hanging a bag in mid-air—holding the wind

(feigning madness)
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5O, RN BRI R

PN RN R AR T
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When a bag is hung in mid-air, what can it hold?
Only the wind. In Chinese, to hold the wind %X and
to feign madness 2£Jx( sound the same.

This refers to someone who pretends to be insane.
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Banye li tou téo chr zh&o rudn de nié

4, FRETTPL—IAReHIR
Stealing peaches at midnight—picking only
the soft fruits

101 Chinese Two-Part Allegorical Sayings 9
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The raw peaches, hard and sour, are unpleasant to
the taste, while ripe peaches are naturally soft and sweet.
If a person stealing peaches at midnight in the darkness,
he can only go by feel to find the soft ones.

This is a way of describing those who bully the weak

but cower before bullies.
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Biandan méi za liang téu shi ta

5. mIBRIL—FHIKIB
A shoulder pole carelessly loaded—both loads
will fall off
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When the loads at the ends of a shoulder pole are not
attached properly, they will fall off.

This expression is used to allude negatively to those
who want to kill two birds with one stone, only to end up

losing both birds.



