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Gé ji yan yong nit dao

1. 285 Y A4

Why use a poleaxe to kill a chicken?

@ &. 9 &, (why, how, in rhetorical questions)
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B e (lan) 5) @,

LT © e S e (yan) 7R © A4
A RALF RN, W A, FL
FLUHTE— A/ NG TALIR © Wl L,
TAEYL: AN A ) (EIRSES A
J1).7 BABAMEE, M TR IR T
ZIMEIRCT, T ELX AR F TR B, T2
FLFRINE R R, FEUE: KA % H e —4
T

JETHFE “ERGE AR AT /N
PN C PN N

O(itiE): AFHFXTIAFEAT. BANILE, HEX
% ., (Analects of Confucius, one of the Confucian classics, is a
collection of the thoughts, words and deeds of Confucius compiled by
his disciples.)

@ AF: (ATH S51—#479) ERABBR K, Kb
K. WEX, FRA 4 F . (Confucius, 551-479 BC, was the
father of Confucianism, statesman, educationist and thinker in the
Spring and Autumn Period.)

@ #FH: 4\ FK4 %HETH ., (Wucheng: in the southwest part
of present-day Fei County, Shandong Province)

@ A& EHHERBUEB RS HEMAEHNFREHK
# . (music and rites that advocate Confucian political ideas along
with social and moral code)
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This story is taken from Analects of Confucius.

Yan Yan, a disciple of Confucius, was the magistrate of
Wucheng. Once when Confucius went there he heard the
strains of zithers and the sound of singing. Deeming it extrava-
gant to enact lavish ceremonies in such a small town, he said
with a smile, “Why use a poleaxe to kill a chicken?” Yan Yan
defended himself, saying that he was doing what Confucius
had encouraged him to do, namely to educate people with
music and rites, and thereby would govern Wucheng better.
Then Confucius recongnized the reason in Yan Yan’s words,
and said that he had only been joking.

Later, the metaphor began to be used to describe making
a fuss over a trifling matter, or wasting one’s talent on a petty

endeavour.
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Ké zhéng méng yu hu
2. FERIRT I

Tyranny is fiercer than a tiger

P
74
U7ty

\¢+*
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FLFZad 2RIl @ 353l WA — M AR
RESAHARATG Ly, e A el g . PR S L
U GRARER " MR “=r. AT
SN EAL AR NP & IR SN R E Al

i, AEFRAL T BB Rz 17 LAl

A AANEITIX HE? 7 e A X LA
#JE (baonue) HIGEIH (HFBL).” LT Ikxt
A AT AR ICAE, ZRERSHR LR
e (T2 )"

JEHER “RFEUE TR X AR Y B
ARTERE, W ARG TR Gtin i AR .

Confucius was once passing by Mount Tai, when he
heard a woman, who was in front of a grave, wailing bitterly.
He sent one of his disciples to enquire the reason. “By the
sound of your lamentation,” he said, “you seem to be afflicted
by some grievous sorrow.” The woman replied, “Yes, a tiger
killed and devoured my father-in-law, and then my husband
suffered the same fate. Now my son has been gobbled up by
another tiger.” Hearing this, Confucius asked her, “Then why
don’t you leave this place?” The woman answered, “Because
here there is no tyrannical rule.” Thereupon, Confucius turned
to his disciples and said, “Keep this in mind, young fellows:

@O FLEFENAL Lz —, F£LEA4 ., (Mount Tai is one of

China’s most famous mountains, situated in Shandong Province.)

The Stories Behind 101 Chinese Idioms 7

tyranny is fiercer than a tiger.”

Later, this saying came to be used to warn rulers not to
act in a tyrannical fashion and to criticize governments which
oppress their people.
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Fg ke
3. 4%

Shaping an axe handle

Y
>
<

S5 5

e
S«
RO

@® &: #. (to hew)
@ #: #FHWHH. (axe handle)
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(e Ol (oin) X - Al ) —2it. /Bt
W FARE? B 7Rt ok . (EAEE R 22
TWE? WA NRIARE] JE A LR
My A, FRGEANH “ARAT N7

The stanza “Shaping an Axe Handle” in the “Songs of
Bin” in the Book of Songs goes: “How does one shape an axe
handle? It cannot be done without an axe. How does one marry
a wife? It cannot be done without a matchmaker.” Later, based
on this metaphor, matchmaking came to be called “shaping an
axe handle,” and matchmakers came to be called “axe handle
shapers”.

O (FE): AREFEKE KGR FE BN EHEM R
AF (fenzl) FFE, MoXxEERE, KFHXAH (bin) 3.
WEA T4 A & (yi) EMfZE, (The Book of Songs is a collection
of poems, some written by officials, scholars and some being folk
ballads, from the Zhou Dynasty to the Spring and Autumn Period.
This poem is from the region of Bin which was near the present Xunyi
County in Shaanxi Province.)
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Dud xing bu yi bi zi bl
4, BITAKR L BEHSEE

An evil-doer is his own grave-digger
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S () O

SRREERE (wi) 2, TATEHT 743 4EEI,
B R BT BN L T B, 36 FLEAE
BORCA I . PSR R — R B e
B A . BERISR — R R, 5K
CL R L 8 B K S I B
LA R B BT A B e e i %
TR B 5. BRRE . Fk BRI
GIETORROHR, R BIE T TR
SRR, B TR, BERUEE T,

DL “ZA AR X F 5 R L T
A KT

This anecdote is excerpted from the Zuo Zhuan.

The ruler of the State of Zheng, Wu Sheng, succeeded to
the throne in 743 BC. His mother did not like him, but dotted
on her younger son Duan. She prevailed upon the ruler to give
the major city of Jing to Duan as his fief. After Duan obtained

O(EE): HEnEEREEAIE. ARURFEEETEH
AR EHBAM T (£ ). (Zuo Zhuan, also known as Master Zuo's
Spring and Autumn Annals covers the years 722-454 BC and is said
to be written by Zuo Qiuming. Stories 4 to 15 in this book are adapted
from Zuo zhuan.)

@ ¥ FHAL, ESTER (xing) WA, B EARR
i, (Jing, a place used to be located in the southeast of Xingyang in
present-day Henan Province, near the capital of Zheng.)



12 Gems of the Chinese Language Through the Ages

the city, he reinforced and heightened the city wall, and con-
tinuously expanded the area under his control. The ministers of
Zheng warned the ruler that Duan was a threat to the stability
of Zheng, and that he should take steps to get rid of him. But
the ruler said, “An evil-doer shall bring about his own destruc-
tion.” He told his advisors to wait and see. Finally Duan gath-
ered an army to attack the capital of Zheng. Wu Sheng said,
“The time has come,” and mustered an army to attack Jing.
The people of Jing immediately deserted Duan who then fled
to the State of Wei.

Later, the expression was used to warn wrongdoers of the
fate in store for them.
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Tuibi-sanshé
5. BE=a "
Withdrawing for three she

W =
N

FTATTTI )

®© =% FHAEU=ZTEH -2, Z&HATE. (One

she equalled 30 li, about 15 km, and was reckoned a day’s march.)
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BRI, HEAFH (chéng) B Ak
ToTESN, MBI R, 2L LI (zha) 2 Y FLIYL
PAFEE . AW LR EH . Rk RN E g
THE, SEFRERY?” EHHL: Y2
EVRAARZ, RAHGBELA AT AR
Al DA R IR IR R R B TH " b 2 R
BURAM R B . EHAUL: LU TS CE
— /Tfl:Tﬁt ?@I JEJE Uﬂ/\:

ok, EH@EIMTEﬁOﬁeﬁ%E@
JURE, EENREFRSEEZE, Y
ek, a2 ) ZE AR = %——R+E
WSF T ATIE S o (RS SR, ek
BTSRRI

Jath L iR =& kKRR B R kR
[l 3k

In the Spring and Autumn Period, Prince Chong’er was
exiled from his native State of Jin and wandered from state
to state for 19 years. When he went to Chu, the ruler of Chu
received him with the honour due to a fellow ruler. One day
the former asked Chong’er, “If you return to your own country
some day and succeed to the throne, what will you give me in

© ##: ARFIRETHWHEEFH S, (dukes or

princes under a king in ancient times)
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return?” Chong’er replied, “Your Highness has plenty of treas-
ure; [ do not know what would be worthy of being presented
to Your Highness.” When the ruler of Chu persisted, Chong’er
answered, “Should I be forced some day to fight with the army
of Your Highness on the battlefield, my troops would retreat
for three she so as to express my gratitude to Your Highness.”

Later, Chong’er did return to Jin and succeeded to the
throne. An invasion by Chu upon the territory of the State of
Song brought Jin into conflict with Chu because of Jin’s alli-
ance with Song. When the army of Chu launched an attack
against his army, Chong’er ordered his men to retreat three
she, i.e., 90 li, carrying out his promise made years before to
the ruler of Chu. Chu pursued but suffered a crushing defeat in
the end.

Later, the phrase came to be used to denote deliberately
giving way or avoiding doing something.



