Preface

For students who study Chinese as a foreign language, it’s
crucial for them to enlarge the scope of their reading to improve
their comprehension skills. The “Rainbow Bridge” Graded
Chinese Reader series is designed to provide a collection of
interesting and useful Chinese reading materials. This series
grades each volume by its Vocabulq@%@el and brings the
learners into every scene through \\&ﬁﬁ; ;s:ﬁﬁrytelling. The series
has the following features: o7
o
I. A gradual approac b&%lqding the volumes based on
vocabulary levels. We have consulted the New HSK Vocabulary
(2012 Revised E ol the Graded Chinese Syllables, Characters
and Words for the cation of leaching Chinese to the Speakers of
Other Languages (National Standard) and the 1500 Commonly
Used High Frequency Chinese Vocabulary, along with the
Common European Framework of Reference for Languages
(CEFR) to design the “Rainbow Bridge” vocabulary grading
standard. The series is divided into seven levels (Starter”, Level
1, Level 2, Level 3, Level 4, Level 5 and Level 6) for students at
different stages in their Chinese education to choose from. For
each level, new words are no more than 20% of the vocabulary

amount as specified in the corresponding HSK and CEFR levels.

* Represented by “S” on the back cover.




As the levels progress, the passage length will in turn increase.
The following table indicates the corresponding “Rainbow
Bridge” level, HSK and CEFR levels, the vocabulary amount,
and number of characters.

Level Starter 1 2 3 4 5 6

HSK1 |HSK1-2| HSK2-3 | HSK3 | HSK3-4 | HSK4 | HSK5
CEFR | CEFR | CEFR | CEFR | CEFR | CEFR | CEFR
Al Al1-A2 | A2-Bl1 |A2-Bl B1 B1-B2 |B2-Cl1

HSK/
CEFR Level

Vocabulary | 150 300 500 750 1000 1500 | 2500

Characters | 1000 | 2500 5000 7500 | 10,000 |15,000 25,000

II. Intriguing stories on various themesq'.?l{e series features
engaging stories known for their tw s£§ azsd turns as well as
deeply touching plots. The readers wiH ] nﬂ it a joyful experience
to read the stories. The top%qm;e selected from Chinese
mythology, legends, folklorey litcrary classics, biographies of
renowned people and historical tales. Such widely ranged topics
would exert an invfg§ {@et formative, influence on readers’
understanding of C culture and history.

I11. Reasonably structured and easy to use. For each volume
of the “Rainbow Bridge” series, apart from a Chinese story, we
also provide an introduction to the main characters in Chinese
and English, new words with English explanations and sample
sentences, and an English translation of the story, followed by
comprehension exercises and a vocabulary list to help users read
and understand the story and improve their Chinese reading
skills. The exercises are mainly presented as objective questions
that take on various forms with moderate difficulty. Moreover,

keys to the exercises are also provided. The series can be used



by teachers in class or by students for self-study.

If you have any questions, comments or suggestions about
the series, please email us at liuxiaolin@sinolingua.com.cn.
You can also exchange ideas with us via our WeChat account:
CHQRainbowBridge. This account will provide updates on the
series along with Chinese reading materials and cultural tips.

Han Ying and Liu Xiaolin




FEANWTE]
Main Characters in the Story

Flifa (Lidng Shanbo): 3, ALE G 8 Rl F A TA,

Liang Shanbo: Male, Zhu Yingtai’s classmate and love.

Ak S (Zhu Yingtdi): %, ZLa R FREA,
Zhu Yingtai: Female, Liang Shanbo’s classmate and love.

AR SF (Zhu Yudnwai): #L3E G 69 F .
Squire Zhu: Zhu Yingtai’s father.

& (Yinxin): ALESE T IR,
Yinxin: Zhu Yingtai’s servant girl.

o A (Sijit): FalaedE,
Sijiu: Liang Shanbo’s servant boy attending to his study.

L LA (M8 Wéncdi): — 1A BARGILT, #LESHLFE
E, BRAIFEHA,
Ma Wencai: The son of a wealthy family whom Zhu Yingtai’s
father forced her to marry.
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(D BZBH (congming)
adj. clever, intelligent
e.g., XML #ZILR
BREE, —F®=.
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English Version

Butterfly Lovers

Long ago, there was a wealthy man whose family name was
Zhu. People addressed him as Squire Zhu. He had a daughter,
Zhu Yingtai, who was both beautiful and intelligent. She loved
reading and writing. However, back in that time, girls were
forbidden to seek an education at schools:so Yingtai would sit
by her window and look at the studer@pa@smg by. Her mind
wanted to fly out of the window to«f@ﬁ

She wondered why girls had t@t’ay in the house. Why couldn’t
she go to school? She ccl‘) inxin, her servant girl, over. The

two of them came up with“a good idea—she would dress up as a

man and go to sc fira place far from home.

&
On that very d g};ﬁ‘ingtai dressed up as a man and Yinxin
dressed up as a servant boy. The two of them went to see
Yingtai’s parents. Her parents were having tea at the hall, then

they saw a man and his servant boy approached and addressed
them. They quickly rose and asked the man’s name.

Yingtai was very glad that her parents didn’t recognize her
through her disguise. She took off the man’s clothes and the
other disguise. She addressed her parents again. They were
surprised to see their own daughter. Her father said angrily, “A
girl should behave like a girl—staying in her own room! A girl

',’

shouldn’t step out of the gate, not to mention dress like this!




0 25 2J8 Reading exercises

—. T, Choose the correct answer.

L ZUARSE G I AKR? ( )
A Lk B. Uk  C. L% D EBA
2. EEH Y HRLFIUTA? ( )
A. WA B. s C.4Rs DR
3. BB ITHA— BT, Y IMTIHETAT? (
AEIW B hE c@/@\\v b
4. BEFTIR B ARG mMQt THaEARE? (
A EAINE R (j}SBw}\tB%T
C. &% m D. 2% 7
5 REBITHMBAEBELES? ()
A. L B. A ] C./ M D. 4
6. DL SR UMEREM) LEFERUEH? ( )
A FHKREZ B.RXZ CFFZ D AWT
7. REEFRBEZI TILE? ( )
A —%F B.%m#% C.=4% D w#
8. LA SR U MARIRF RIBCE A %RPE?  ( )
A \ietF B. mAHEC WKEZT D BAHH




9. BAF Ll THA? ( )

A — &7 B. —&Kk

C. =/ D. —/NF

10. Yl G LA, ZAEIhE—M2a&km? ( )
A —3e BT B. —&F4

C. —H& @)L D. % 2 s

LN HIE: GERR I CHE N HT B SIBA R A IR
i, WERIEHIFEAS “T”, AIE T

Decide whether the following@e&fents are true (T)

&

or false (F). m'\z 3

,.V

1. B &R R Q}%l\" ( )

2. FEEH Y Thg ﬁw ( )
3. By sy %ﬁ¢£ TS Y IHR—iEH

K ( )
4 PR SHRLMERMS ( )
5. RIMANMMEEEARERFAR, BERE,  ( )
6. INEHRG OIS, BYBECHIL—FEE .  ( )
7. =G, PR EREEREN T, MAGEmEI% . ( )
8. MEEH — kR, RIS =, ( )
9. MR ENICEHBLEZF AMIZHCHKIE N ( )




@ o5 2UE R Keys to the exercises

[ )
— . R

LD 2.C 3B 4A 5B

6.C 7.C 8D 9B 10.A

o HARE . TEIRIECEE A S SR A IR,
IR IEREIR “T7, RIEHERR “F”
ILF 2T 3T 4F 57T
6T 7.F 8&F 9T 10.T

=, EHE
.C_ E B D F A
2C B F D A E
3B C A F E D
4C D B E F A
5B E D F A C

VU, L
1. A-c, B-d, C-a, D-e, E-b
2.A-c, B-d, C-a, D-e, E-b

71, IEIRIESENES Y RFHE I
C-A-D-B-G-H-F-E




| ik
| Vocabulary List

n.  banfa method, means, way

n.  chudng

BB adj.  congming clever, intelligent

n.  dating hall, lobby

goose

n.  fénmu grave, tomb

adj.  gong male

kézhuo desk, (school) table

n. liwu gift, present

adj.  mu female

basin, pot
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