Preface

For students who study Chinese as a foreign language, it’s crucial
for them to enlarge the scope of their reading to improve their
comprehension skills. The “Rainbow Bridge” Graded Chinese Reader
series is designed to provide a collection of interesting and useful
Chinese reading materials. This series grades each volume by its
vocabulary level and brings the learners into every scene through vivid
storytelling. The series has the following features:

I. A gradual approach by grad,;ng ‘the volumes based on
vocabulary levels. We have con: uII@d the New HSK Vocabulary (2012
Revised Edition), the Gmd%@mwe Syllables, Characters and Words
Sor the Application of ﬁachM@hznese to the Speakers of Other Languages
(National Smndam’} r}d*’the 1500 Commonly Used High Frequency
Chinese Vocabulat? MOng with the Common European Framework
of Reference for Languages (CEFR) to design the “Rainbow Bridge”
vocabulary grading standard. The series is divided into seven levels
(Starter”, Level 1, Level 2, Level 3, Level 4, Level 5 and Level 6) for
students at different stages in their Chinese education to choose from.
For each level, new words are no more than 20% of the vocabulary
amount as specified in the corresponding HSK and CEFR levels.
As the levels progress, the passage length will in turn increase.
The following table indicates the corresponding “Rainbow Bridge”
level, HSK and CEFR levels, the vocabulary amount, and number of
characters.

* Represented by “S” on the back cover.




Level Starter 1 2 3 4 5 6

HSK1 |HSK1-2| HSK2-3 | HSK3 | HSK3-4 | HSK4 | HSK5
CEFR | CEFR | CEFR | CEFR | CEFR | CEFR | CEFR
Al Al-A2 | A2-B1 |A2-Bl B1 B1-B2 |B2-C1

HSK/
CEFR Level

Vocabulary | 150 300 500 750 1000 1500 | 2500

Characters | 1000 | 2500 5000 7500 | 10,000 |15,000 25,000

I1. Intriguing stories on various themes. The series features engaging
stories known for their twists and turns as well as deeply touching
plots. The readers will find it a joyful experience to read the stories.
The topics are selected from Chinese mythology, legends, folklore,
literary classics, biographies of renowned people and historical tales.
Such widely ranged topics would exert an invisible, yet formative,

influence on readers’ understanding of Chinese culture and history.

I11. Reasonably structured and easy\«to use. For each volume of the
“Rainbow Bridge” series, apart frm%ra Chinese story, we also provide
an introduction to the main g\c"l’lji’acters in Chinese and English, new
words with English explaneglons and sample sentences, and an English
translation of the stoééff,olloWed by comprehension exercises and a
vocabulary list to help users read and understand the story and improve
their Chinese reading ;kills. The exercises are mainly presented as
objective questions that take on various forms with moderate difficulty.
Moreover, keys to the exercises are also provided. The series can be

used by teachers in class or by students for self-study.

If you have any questions, comments or suggestions about the series,
please email us at liuxiaolin@sinolingua.com.cn. You can also
exchange ideas with us via our WeChat account: CHQRainbowBridge.
This account will provide updates on the series along with Chinese

reading materials and cultural tips.

Han Ying and Liu Xiaolin
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Main Characters and Places
I (Wén Ruoxd): — AN B A, 2w &3 EFEF, AR
“{é'] g%?? 5
Wen Ruoxu: A young intellectual who often encountered bad
luck, hence the nickname “bad luck guy”.

%o (Mabsoha): WM ITA, + 114 % 9h 1 AL # % %
i,

Marboh: A Persian merchant who often exchanged treasures and
other commodities with overseas businessmen.

7k iz (Zhang Chéngyun): £ THBEBAEZHHA, LEE
#4935 A0 A
Zhang Chengyun: A merchant who often went overseas to
conduct business. He was a good friend of
Wen Ruoxu.

M (Sazhou): T B8 — A KR .

Suzhou: A large city in Jiangsu Province.

Jb7% (B&ijing): WA#ABT &9 AR, L AIMAEIT,

Beijing: Capital of the Ming Dynasty, the current Beijing.

£ M (Qudnzhou): #@BE WM T, LI KGHED, AR S

SFE A

Quanzhou: A large port city in Fujian Province, which has gath-
ered many foreign merchants.

£ & H (Jilinggud): #HIH—AE K,

Chi Ling State: An ancient overseas country.

AT (BosT): I —AER, —MRINAZSRAGFH,

Persia: An ancient overseas country, generally believed as

present-day Iran.
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English Version

Bad Luck Guy’s Sea Adventures

I. Wen Ruoxu, the “Bad Luck Guy”

This story occurred in the Ming Dynasty of China. In the city
of Suzhou, there was a young man named Wen Ruoxu. He was
very smart since childhood and was quick at learning everything.
Wen was adept at reading, painting, playing the gugin and chess.
His father was a rich merchant, so Wen never had money trouble
and led a happy life. RN

When he became a teenager"’k\us father called him over one day
and said, “My son, s1ncwou have grown up, you should study
hard and prepare for t “I}e imperial exams.” Back then, taking the
imperial examma?éqs was the only path to office. Wen accepted
his father’s advice and began preparing for the exams. In the
eyes of his classmates, he was the smartest among them and
had the best test results, so they had no doubts that he would
make it. Unfortunately, he failed several times, while almost all
his classmates succeeded. “What bad luck I have! Perhaps I’'m
not suitable to be a scholar. I’d better try something else.” He
comforted himself.

One day, a matchmaker arrived at Wen’s family to introduce
him to a future wife. His parents were very glad and decided
on a marriage date for the couple. Wen was also happy to hear
the bride was very beautiful, and he was busy preparing for
his wedding everyday. However, bad news came just one day




0 25 2J;¥ Reading exercises

—, PR, Choose the correct answer.

1. NEMB SN SCE M NS ? - ( )
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6. KEEAT AR T — e ( )
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C. 83| 7 RRH
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| Vocabulary List

shore, bank

n.  bdoshi gem, precious stone

m.w.  bY

peel, shell

step

iRl adj.  chéoshi  wet, damp

cheng city wall
" qidng
v.  chéngbai  worship, admire

i3 v.  chudnldi  pass, transmit

v.  daying agree, consent

n.  dahdi

v. dangguan become an official, reach officialdom

BIRE n.  ddoméidan bad luck guy

di pass, hand over
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