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Over 2,000 years ago, China did not have a name known to
foreigners until the first dynasty of imperial China known
as the Qin Dynasty (221-206 BC)". The First Emperor of
the Qin Dynasty unified the country for the first time in

221-206 BC

' Qin Dynasty (221-206 BC): It was the first empire in Chinese history
that unified the country. Ying Zheng, the First Emperor of the Qin Dynasty,
founded the Qin Dynasty in 221 BC and unified China.
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Chinese history. The Central Asian states of the time soon
began to learn of the oriental empire named Qin, and the
Persians® named it Cin. At the same time, Qin established
relations with countries in the west through jade trade. The
name Cin was gradually accepted by various countries and

brought into Archaic Latin.

Reigned 246-210 BC

However, there is an issue in this theory: Qin was not
pronounced as Qin in Chinese back then, so how did

foreigners get to know these variants of Qin?

For another popular theory, we need to look back to
ancient India. When Xuanzang®, a Buddhist monk in the
Tang Dynasty’ (618-907) made a westward pilgrimage to

? Persia: An ancient state located in present-day Iran.
* Xuanzang: A renowned Buddhist monk of the Tang Dynasty.
* Tang Dynasty (618-907): It followed the Sui Dynasty (581-618), and it was a

unified empire and one of the most powerful dynasties in Chinese history.
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India’, he found that China was called Mahacinasthana in

Sanskrit for a long time. History experts speculate the “cina”
in this word also referred to the Qin Dynasty and became

the derivation of China in Indo-European languages.

However, China in
modern language was
first recorded in 1516
in a journal of the

Portuguese explorer

Duarte Barbosa.

A number of languages such as English, German, Spanish,
Portuguese and Dutch use variants of the word China. Now
we know that China does not come from the porcelain

meaning of china.

° India: The largest country in South Asia. In ancient times, the Chinese
referred to India as the Western Heaven (the Buddhist Paradise).
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