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The Special Appeal of Micius: The
Scientific Spirit and the Heritage of
Traditional Chinese Culture

On August 16, 2016, China successfully launched Micius,
the world’s first quantum-based scientific experiment

satellite, which will make it possible to facilitate quantum
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communication between a satellite and the ground for the
very first time. Reportedly, it took a long time to decide
to name the satellite after the great ancient Chinese

philosopher Micius (Mozi).
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In ancient China, the Chinese character 27 was a
respectful title for a scholar. People are quite familiar with
Confucius (Kongzi) and Laozi, the respective founders of
Confucianism and Daoism, but Micius is relatively less
known. He was a great thinker, philosopher, and scientist
in ancient China, and he lived in an era marked by an
unprecedented explosion of ideas and culture. During this
time, various schools of thought coexisted and competed
against each other. Micius himself founded the school of
Mohism, which was characterized by an enterprising spirit
and artisanship. His followers were mainly farmers and

handicraftsmen from the lower rungs of society.
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Micius was a strong advocate of science. He promoted
the notion of “sticking to science and practicality”. Over
2,000 years ago, he discovered that light travels in a
straight line, and he was likely the first person to record an
image with a pinhole, which, to a certain extent, laid the
toundation for visible light communication and quantum
communication. The “eight principles of optics”, as
proposed in Mohism’s classic
work Mozi, are consistent
with modern science. Such
advanced wisdom and

scientific achievements inspire

amazement and admiration

even for us today.
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However, during the Western Han Dynasty (202 BC - AD
8), Emperor Wudi upheld Confucianism alone and banned
all other schools, which reduced the school of Mohism
from prominence to near extinction. Luckily, the spirit of
Micius, characterized by the Chinese people’s enterprising
spirit and diligence, has been passed down and become an
inspiration and source of power for the Chinese nation’s

sustained development.

Satellite Micius not only brought to the world knowledge
of electronic data, but it also came to serve as a symbol of

China’s enduring culture.
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Scan for a Video
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