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High-Speed Rail: The New Face of “Made-
in-China”

In 2015, an online video about the Beijing-Shanghai High-
Speed Railway attracted the great attention of Internet

users. In this video, a Swedish man placed a coin upright
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on the windowsill of a bullet
train moving at 300 kilometers

per hour. Surprisingly, the coin

remained motionless for eight
minutes. Some Japanese passengers who watched the video

tried to do the same on Japan’s Shinkansen 700 Series but
failed.

The “static coin” on the train might showcase the stability
of a bullet train. This does not prove that China’s high-
speed rail system is better than Japan’s, but it does show
that the craftsmanship of China’s trains cannot be ignored.
It also raises a question — why does China’s high-speed

rail run so smoothly?

Take the track welding for
example. The production
process requires that an

allowable error on the

fit of a rail joint cannot
exceed 0.3 millimeter, which is about the width of four
hairs. It’s hard to imagine that China’s high-speed railway
has developed only for over ten years. From importing
advanced technologies and equipment from France,
Germany, and Japan to grasping and even taking the lead

in core technologies, China has formed its own industrial
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standards and shifted from importing to exporting.

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang has promoted China’s high-
speed rail technology internationally on several occasions,
becoming its “super salesman”. He says, “Every time I go
abroad on an official visit, I promote Chinese equipment.
I am full of confidence when I promote high-speed rail

technology.”

By June 2016, China’s overseas high-speed rail projects had
been launched in Asia, Europe, and Africa. This includes
a second-phase project in Turkey that links Ankara with
Istanbul, a high-speed rail in Morocco that links Tangier
and Kenitra, a railway between Hungary and Serbia, and a
high-speed rail line in Indonesia that travels from Jakarta

to Bandung. China’s high-speed rail has become a business
card for “Made-in-China”.
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Where does Premier Li’s confidence come from? In 2007,
China’s first homemade bullet train with a top speed of 300
kilometers per hour went into service. In 2010, a new train
set a world record by averaging 486.1 kilometers per hour

on the Beijing-Shanghai High-Speed Railway.

On July 15, 2016, two Chinese bullet trains running at
420 kilometers per hour in opposite directions passed each
other on parallel tracks between Zhengzhou and Xuzhou.
This experiment set a world-first for trains traveling this
way at such a high speed.

).

Passengers “flew” at 117 meters per second. This shows that
the overall level of China’s high-speed rail technology has
reached the advanced level of the world. Some technologies
have become the most sophisticated in the world. The
mileage of Chinese high-speed railways that are currently
in operation has exceeded 22,000 kilometers, accounting

tor over 60% of the world’s total rails. China is scaling new
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heights in the development

of high-speed railways
globally.

Every day, more than 4,200
bullet trains transport over
4.5 million passengers in
China. Going to work by
bullet train has become
trendy among commuters
in the Yangtze River Delta
and the Pearl River Delta,
as China’s high-speed rail

has become the epitome of

the rapid development of “Made-in-China”.
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