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Saying hello I

[ 413 New Words ]

1. ni R Pr you
2. hdo o A good, well, fine, OK
3. Lu Yuping Fifi PN (name of a Chinese reporter)
4. Libo J1K PN (name of a Canadian student)
.. s J
B Notes
(D NI hdo.

“Hello!”, “How do you do?”
This is the most common form of greeting in Chinese. It can be used at any time of the day
when meeting people for the first time or for people you know. The response to this greeting form is

also “NV hdo. (TRl ).
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“And (how are) you?”
4 Y& hén hdo.

“(I am) fine (literally, very good), too.”

This is an elliptical sentence, with the subject “wd (F&)” omitted. In spoken Chinese, when the

context is explicit and there is no ambiguity, the subject is often omitted. One may also say “Hén hd&o. (1

If- . ) to answer the question “Ni hdo ma? (R Ef1H7)”.

é,lfﬂ Pronunciation DriIIs) Qs

=& Initials: b p m n I h
)+ Finals: a o} e [ u u

ago en ie in ing uo

WZ  Pinyin

ba bo bi bu bin bing
pa po p1 pu pin ping
ma mo mi mu

ne nao nie

[} ldo lie luod

hé hao huo
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Situational dialogue

You run into a Chinese friend whom you haven’t seen for a long time. What will you say to

him /her?

@5 { (=) Wri& Listen and repeat }

A: ARIFG7
B: HARIF, RE?
A: &’&J?R%O

iIBE Phonetics

EEFNEE  Initials and finals

A syllable in the common speech of modern Chinese usually consists of an initial, which
is a consonant that begins the syllable, and a final, which constitutes the rest of the syllable.

99 ¢ .9

For example, in the syllable “ping”, “p” is the initial and “ing” is the final. A syllable can

e M9

stand without an initial, such as “ye”, but a syllable must have a final. In the common speech

of modern Chinese, there are 21 initials and 38 finals altogether.

L ZE(1)  Key points of pronunciation (1)

Initials: m, n, |, h are pronounced similarly to their counterparts in the English

language.
b like “p” in “speak” (unaspirated, voiceless).
o like “p” in “park” (aspirated, voiceless).

Note: Particular attention should be paid to the pronunciation of the aspirated and

unaspirated consonants: b-p.

Finals: e like “er” in “her”.
ie like “ye” in “yes”.
-ng (final) a nasalised sound like the “ng” in “bang” without

e 9

pronouncing the “g”.
Note: The pronunciation of the “e” in a compound final is different from that of the

simple final “e”.
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. BZ%E Grammar

Word order in Chinese

The main characteristic of Chinese grammar is that it lacks of morphological changes in

person, tense, gender, number, and case in the strict sense. The word order, however, is very

important to convey different grammatical meanings. The subject of a sentence is usually

placed before the predicate. For example:

Subject

Nj
i

Wo
=23

Libd
R4

-

. 4
H. ;XY= Chinese Characters

Predicate
hdo.

*F .

hén hdo.

e 45,

yé hén hdo.
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Chinese characters originated from pictures. The history of their formation is very

long, dating back to remote antiquity. Present-day Chinese characters, which evolved from

ancient Chinese characters, are square-shaped. Here are some examples illustrating their long

evolution:

Oracle Bone
Inscription

3

Picture

Small Seal
Character

4

Official
Script

Traditional
Chinese
in Regular
Script

'\\\’

Simplified
Chinese in
Regular Script

I,



X{UX01H Cultural Note

The Chinese Language (Hampu) and
“Common Speecl'\ " (Pufong/ma)

The Chinese |ow\9u\age (Hanyr), the major |angmage of the Chinese people with
a history of more than 5,000 years, is one of the oldest languages in the world. Jn spite
of its old age, Chinese is now one of the most wiclely used |iviV\9 |om9uages. The language
is spoken in many |egions of China, as well as in many overseas Chinese communities,
especia"y n Singapowe and Ma|aysia. And there are more than a billion native speakers of
Chinese worldwide. Jt is one o‘f: the WOrking lomguages of the United Nations.

Chinese beJongs to the Sino-Tibetan Ianguage fami|y. Among the 56 ethnic groups in
China, the Han, #hi, Manchu and other ethwic groups, constituting 949% of the population
of China, speak Chinese.

Chinese includes variants from seven main dialect groups. The northerm or Mandarin
dialect covers three fow‘H/\s of China's tervitory and includes two thirds of its popula’rion.
Standard Chinese is also known by its oﬁcicial designaﬁon ) Pm‘omg/ma ) li’rev*a"y “ common
speech”. Putonghua is based on the northem dialect, using the dialect of Beijing as the

basis fov* its pv*onmy\cia’rion and modern vernacular literature fov‘ its gv‘ammaﬁcd shructure.






