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INTRODUCTION

ȕ�
The third edition of “Chinese Made Easy” is written for primary 

5 or 6 students and secondary school and university students 

who are learning Chinese as a foreign/second language. 

ȕ�
The primary goal of the 3rd series is to help students establish a 

solid foundation of vocabulary, grammar, knowledge of Chinese 

and communication skills through natural and graduate 

integration of language, content and culture. The simultaneous 

development of listening, speaking, reading and writing is 

especially emphasized. This aim is to help students develop 

skills to communicate in Chinese in authentic contexts and 

express their viewpoints appropriately, precisely, logically and 

coherently. 

ȕ�
The unique characteristic of the 3rd edition is that the 

programme allows the teacher to use a combination of various 

effective teaching approaches, including the Communicative 

Approach and a task-based approach, while taking into 

account the Chinese language system.

ȕ�
The 3rd edition consists of seven books and in two stages. 

The first stage consists of books 1 through 4 (textbook and 

workbook are separate), and the second stage consists of 

books 5 through 7 (textbook and workbook are combined). 

ȕ�
The “Chinese Made Easy” series includes Textbook, Workbook, 

Teacher’s book, word cards, picture cards, additional exercises, 

reading materials and digital resources.

DESIGN OF THE SERIES

The series include:
ȕ�

The textbook is designed to help students develop the four 

language skills simultaneously: listening, speaking, reading and 

writing. The textbook plays an important role in helping students 

develop their communication skills and enhance their interest in 

learning Chinese. 

ȕ�
In order to support the textbook, the workbook is designed 

to help the students develop their reading and writing skills. 

Engaging reading passages also serve as exemplar essays.

ȕ�
 The Teacher’s Book provides suggestions on how to use the 

series, answers to exercises and end of unit tests.

ȕ�
Authentic reading materials that cover a wide range of subjects 

help the students develop a feel for Chinese, while deepen their 

understanding of contemporary China and the Chinese culture. 
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The characteristics of the series
ȕ�

Since the 2nd edition, “Chinese Made Easy” has evolved to take into 

account social development needs, learning needs and advances 

in foreign language teaching methodology.

Ȓ Varied and relevant topics have been chosen with reference to the 

latest syllabus requirements of: IGCSE Chinese examinations in the 

UK, AP Chinese exams in the US, and Language B Chinese exams 

from the IBO. The content of the texts are varied and relevant to 

students and different styles of texts are used in this series. 

Ȓ In order to meet the needs of students’ communication in Chinese 

and prepare them for the exams, the vocabulary chosen for this 

series is not only frequently used but also has the capacity to form 

new phrases. The core vocabulary of the syllabus of IGCSE Chinese 

exams, IB Chinese exams and the prescribed vocabulary list for 

HSK exams has been carefully considered. New vocabulary and 

expressions that have appeared recently due to language evolution 

have also been included. 

ȕ�
The teaching of pronunciation, vocabulary, grammar and characters 

respects the unique Chinese language system and the way Chinese 

is learned.

Ȓ Audio recordings of new words, texts, rhymes and listening 

exercises are available for students to listen and imitate with a view 

to improving pronunciation. Pinyin appears on top of characters 

at an early stage and is gradually removed as the student gains 

confidence.

Ȓ Vocabulary used in practical situations in both oral and written form 

is taught within authentic contexts. In order for the students to better 

understand and correctly apply new words, the original meaning 

of each character is introduced. The fixed phrases and idioms are 

learned through sample sentences. Vocabulary that appears in 

earlier books is repeated in later books to reinforce and consolidate 

learning.

Ȓ The importance of learning grammar systematically is emphasized. 

Grammatical rules are explained in a simple manner, followed by 

practice exercises with the help of ample illustrations. In order for 

the students to have a better understanding of and achieve mastery 

over grammatical rules, authentic situations are provided. 

Ȓ In order for the students to understand the formation of characters, 

this series stresses the importance of teaching basic strokes, stroke 

order, character structures and radicals. To consolidate the learning 

of characters, character-specific exercises are provided in the 

workbook.

ȕ�
The development of four language skills, especially productive skills 

(i.e. speaking and writing) is emphasized.

Ȓ The stimulus text in each lesson is introduced through a listening 

exercise.

Ȓ Varied and engaging oral tasks, such as questions and answers, 

conversations, interviews, surveys and oral presentations are 

designed.
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Ȓ Reading material is chosen with the student in mind and covers 

engaging and relevant topics taken from daily life.

Ȓ Composition exercises ensure competence in different text types 

such as e-mails, letters, diary entries and etc.

ȕ�
In order to foster the students’ multi-cultural awareness, the teaching 

of Chinese cultural elements is emphasized.

Ȓ As students’ Chinese language skills increase, an effort has been 

made to introduce more about contemporary China and Chinese 

culture.

Ȓ Plenty of reading materials and related exercises are available in the 

workbook, so that language learning can be interwoven with cultural 

awareness.

ȕ�
While cultivating the ability of language use in Chinese, this series 

encourages students to think independently and critically.

HOW TO USE THIS SERIES

ȕ�
Each of the books 1, 2, 3 and 4 covers approximately 100 hours of 

class time. The difficulty level of Books 5, 6 and 7 increases and thus 

the completion of each book will require more class time. Ultimately, 

the pace of teaching depends on the students’ level and ability. 

ȕ�
Here are some suggestions as how to use this series. The teachers 

should:

Ȓ Go over with the students the phonetics exercises in Book 1, and at 

a later stage, the students should be encouraged to pronounce new 

pinyin on their own.

Ȓ Stress the importance of learning radicals, and encourage the 

students to guess the meaning of a new character by applying their 

understanding of radicals.

Ȓ Explain the meaning of each character, and guide the students to 

guess the meaning of a new phrase using contextual clues.

Ȓ Demonstrate and explain grammatical rules in context.

Ȓ Use the texts as sample essays and encourage the students to 

recite them with the intention of developing a feel for the language.

Ȓ Modify or extend some exercises according to the students’ levels 

and ability. Exercises in both textbook and workbook can be used 

for class work or homework.

Ȓ Display the students’ works with the intention of fostering a sense 

of success and achievement that would increase the students’ 

confidence in learning Chinese. 

Ȓ Provide opportunities for the students to practise Chinese in 

authentic situations in order to improve confidence and fluency.

Yamin Ma
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