Tell Me About Yourself

CHAPTER

Isabella, Martin, and Daming are
gathered in the Lopezes’ dining
room. The conversation turns

to Daming’s family in China.

Isabella: Your family must miss
you when you're here in
the U.S.

Daming: Yes, and [ miss them, too,
sometimes.

Martin: Do you have any brothers
or sisters?

Daming: I'll tell you more, but we
need to stick to speaking
in Chinese!

Can-Do Goals

In this chapter, you will learn to:

Understand simple descriptions of families

Ask and answer questions about family members

Express how many siblings and pets you have

Understand when others talk about their likes and dislikes

Talk about likes and dislikes

Use different measure words to talk about people and animals




CULTURE CONNECTION
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Family

The saying =X F] &

(san dai toéng tang), which
means “three generations
under one roof,” gives an
impression of traditional
family life in China.
Imagine children, parents,
and grandparents living
together and caring for each
other. Families in China are
changing, but many values,
such as a close relationship
between generations, are
still important.

A Passion for Pets

Respect Your Elders

In Chinese culture, it is important to show respect
for those who are older than you, even among siblings.

Older brothers are called < < (gége); older sisters are

and younger sisters are BRI (meimei). Younger
siblings often call their older siblings -;,‘fj- ‘%‘ or
JHBH rather than just using their names. Even
between twins, the older child is <4 or JHAH ,
and the younger one is %o 5% or TRk |

Many Chinese people embrace their pets as part of

their families. Dogs are the most popular choice of
pet in China, followed by cats. This woman in Beijing
dyed her dog’s fur. Other owners might dress their

pets up or even refer to them as & ! (biobei), which

means “treasure” or “baby.”

By the Numbers

For several decades, the average
size of Chinese households has

been shrinking. The number of
Z=AXF# households has
decreased, and the Chinese
government has worked to limit
the country’s population growth.
The One-Child Policy, in effect
from 1979 to 2015, was a part of
the government effort to
discourage couples from having
many children. Now, small families
of three or fewer people are
common, especially in cities.

REFLECT ON THE
ESSENTIAL QUESTION
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How do we form
first impressions?

What impression do you have of family life in China? How do you think
itis similar to or different from family life in your culture?

When you know someone is an older or a younger sibling, does it influence
your impression of that person?

Would you count pets as family members? Why or why not?
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Talking about siblings

KB) Language Model

Your teacher will lead a discussion about the family below. Try to participate as much as you
can. If there is anything you don't understand, let your teacher know.

Ni you méiyou gége?
iR — & — ik — T —

Do you have an older brother?

Yl\ f

.....

meimei jijie mama baba gége didi
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younger sister older sister mother, mom father,dad older brother younger brother

m New Words in Conversation [ 05000

Listen to the audio and try to understand as much as you can. Then read the dialogue, using
the pinyin text and vocabulary list to figure out unfamiliar words.

(O I
PEA T o BRA I o v meiysu gage. Wo youjiciie.
IRA JUANSE SR ?
A — A, W6 you yi gé jidjie.

|7 Comprehension Check 4@—<
T F

1 Ellen has an older brother and an older sister. O O

Ni you méiyou gege?

Niyou ji gé jigjie?

2 Owen asks Ellen how many older sisters she has. O O

Vocabulary
Word Pinyin Meaning
ST =l
1 ~) gége older brother

older sister

2 A4 jigjie

3 JG ji

how many

(measure word for people and
many everyday objects)

4 /]\ ge

2 N2

s v e didi

younger brother

6 '}(*’Jiﬁk\ meimei

younger sister

7 %’? ’@ baba father, dad

8 ’k—% 'JI—% mama

mother, mom

)

Audio

Audio
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m Puzzie It Out

Complete the exercises below to check your understanding of what you learned in Section 1.
If you have questions, consult the Language Reference section.

Exercise 1 Use the words in the list to complete the translation of the dialogue.

&*&* Do you have an older sister?

B: %k‘ o ’@%— o
<Lt
/Xil_ L have an older sister. I also have a younger sister.

&

Exercise 2 Should /™ be added to the following sentences? Choose Yes or No.

Yes No
L RA= B
2 WL TR) _ hRdRg?
s IRA L dadar

Language Reference «

1 Using measure words (/l\)

When counting things in Chinese, a measure word is placed between the number
and the thing being counted. English has similar words for describing the amount
of something. For example, one can ask for “three slices of bread” or “ten pieces of paper.”

However, in Chinese, there is a measure word for everything! The measure word A~ (gé)
is used to count many kinds of things, including people.

meéimel

ge
1 3& 75 — /]\ —Hiﬁ;]{\o I have one younger sister.
ge
2 %‘-yﬂ% 75 "‘ /l\ #L’ i o The teacher has ten students.

ge
3 /]\ F}] '/%L’ /5’&%— tP iz -'%’: o Five classmates don't have

Chinese names.
[\ TAKE NOTE

There is a special number word used when counting two of something:

A (lidng).

lidng ge  gége

’f’(‘.ﬂ ij— ) /]\%" ’3}" o He has two older brothers.

2 Asking questions using the AA pattern

Use the AN A pattern to ask yes/no questions. When you use the A S A question pattern,
you don’t need to use vy Ifthe verbis f]— _then X is used rather than 7.

ARA Meaning

Q1 /fd\ 7?5 Z: 7?5 "’%‘l’ i : Are you a student?

.....

jijie

Q2 /LJ/L: 7ﬁ /S)E;ﬁ SHHH P Do you have an older sister?

Answer an A~ A question the same way you answer a vl question.

AI( ):E'g,> ﬁ%#io (Yes,) I am a student.

.....

jiéjie

A2 ( fjft}ﬁ‘ , ) é‘\i‘ /‘5)1(75‘ 'ﬁﬁ;ﬁﬂ o (No,) Idon't have an older sister.

+ J]9SIN0A INOQY AN [IBL - € Jardeyd
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Go Far with Chinese

m Using the Language

Activity 1 Ask your classmates about their siblings. Use the questions below as a starting

point. Does anyone have all four kinds of sibling?

AR
CARE A PR

o MR 4R 4E P
o AR AT R

Activity 2 Now that you know who has brothers and sisters, you can find out who has the

most brothers and sisters! Ask your classmates how

a: AR JU Nk
B: SRR PRIk

et a V(D) —uicHa 4

many of each kind of sibling they have.

As a character, %~ (nii) means “female.” When the % component appears
in a character, the meaning is often related to women.

Daming’s friend from Shanghai shared his family tree with Daming. How
many female family members does he have?

%%I%%

IRNIENE

W4 | | B

1545 | | 45

[
JH4H | 3R

ey

Expressing likes and dislikes

E2) Language Model

Your teacher will lead a discussion about the images below. Try to participate as much as you

can. If there is anything you don't understand, let your teacher know.
Ni xihuan kan shit ma?

— R -EX-F H - B

Do you like to read books?

kan shiu kan dianshi
AP A AL
to read a book towatch TV

+ J]9SIN0A INOQY A [IBL - € Jardeyd
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Audio

+ J]9SIN0A INOQY A [IBL - € Jardeyd

Go Far with Chinese

Listen to the audio and try to understand as much as you can. Then read the dialogue, using Complete the exercise below to check your understanding of what you learned in Section 2. If
the pinyin text and vocabulary list to figure out unfamiliar words. you have questions, consult the Language Reference section.
/r 'JA\ ’ﬂ] -é— 3 };: % __Fg v;,_] p R Make correct sentences by rearranging the words in each row.
X b F gk
REHF o K LA B R S
=R o W0 xihuan kan shi. Wo yé 7%_ | ;':5 | j& | + X/” | /Erg
8 = > 2 =
4 F‘%yk% ‘% XPL].« o hén xihuan kan dianshi. ° RN
< x .1 ~
o ETIENE I T
3;\& Z: j‘ = XA% ‘:P" ’ W6 bt tai xihuan kan shi,
¥ >/ xE 9b > °
] 72 ?k/f F‘% 3}\% YE« Ao késhi wd hén xithuan kan dianshi. Language Reference
3 Action word + action word
Comprehension Check 46_4 ’ In Chinese, verbs can be placed together directly. There is no need to add an ending, like
Don't “-ing,” to the verb. Also, there is no need to add another word, like “to,” between the verbs.
Yes No know
1 Does Sanjay like to read? Verb 1 Verb 2 Meaning
2 Does Maya like to watch TV? xihuan kan shii
~ 3 -
3 Does Leo like to read? 1 é‘fk = X}L{ 7%‘ «"1‘, o I like to read.
xihuan kan dianshi
Vocabulary - L M x gb >
.‘. i B 2 4’1‘ /ﬂ] =K 75‘ % AL pg‘? P Do you like watching TV?
e Word Pinyin Meaning
9 _):‘%. Xf{ xihuan to like 4 Saying how much you like a thing or activity
. Use the words & (hén), = K (bt tai), and A~ to talk about how much you like or don't
10 % kan to look at, to watch, to read, to see like something
11 ;FJ sh book hén
» /fE]( ~a really
12 1 E’ﬁ hén very, really A xihuan kan sh@ vl \
. x ), . . .
. = I like reading.
13 Vﬁ ﬁ/rL’J dianshi television ?\X‘ bi tii /‘: 7}\7%- 3% ° /
don't reall
14 Z: k ba tai not really, not very Z: /%\ ont reaty
15 7] S2 késhi but x~ don't

Z uonoag
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Go Far with Chinese

m Using the Language

Everyone in your class has been assigned one of four secret identities! Carefully read the

profiles for the secret identities. Your teacher will let you know which one now belongs to you.

Ask your classmates questions like the ones listed below to figure out their secret identities.

MR A 44 ?
ARERF B

Secret
Identity # 2

Secret
Identity # 4

Brothers: /9’1751—
Sisters: P /l\‘»’i*fl*
Watching TV: REIR
Reading: &% ¢

Brothers: M /]\%'—%-
Sisters: 7 /,\&;]a&;f\
Watching TV: REXR
Reading: f& &3k

s When a new technology is invented, a word to describe it
must also be invented! In Chinese, new words can be created
by combining characters that describe the new technology.

Brothers: — AN 9F
Sisters: P9 /l\‘»’t*’k*
. ETA
Secret Watching TV: 7 K&K
Identity #1 Reading:/ff'(—"i—ik
Brothers: JX A
Sisters: .Z/]\—H’i&i]i
Seeret | Watching TV: R K &K
Identity #3 Reading:/ff'(—'i—ik
°
CONNECTIONS
COMMUNITIES
COMMUNICATION
CULTURES

COMPARISONS

together, and you have “electric vision” or television!

Can you guess what these words mean?

In the word .7/, the character ¥, means “electricity” or
“electric” and the character 7. means “vision.” Put them

¥,/ dian nio = electric brain =?

¥,7% dian hua = electric speech = ?

22 1es . v .
¥, dian ying = electric shadow =?

~

Talking about pets

EE) Language Model

Your teacher will lead a discussion about the image below. Try to participate as much as you
can. If there is anything you don't understand, let your teacher know.

Ni you méiyou chongwu?
— R A - RAE KM

Do you have a pet?

A pet store in the city of Hong Kong

+ J]9SIN0A INOqY AN I3L - € Jardeyd
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Go Far with Chinese

< m New Words in Conversation UIHEEETEN

Audio

Listen to the audio and try to understand as much as you can. Then read the dialogue, using
the pinyin text and vocabulary list to figure out unfamiliar words.

N AR 7*%/1'5‘: éﬁ Jili })in"% P Xiioming shi ni de péngyou ma?
'H’J 7*%& éﬁ ﬁ%}]}:] ﬁ ° Ta shi wo de hao péngyou.
4)@ 76— 0%76— % #é] ? Ta you méiyou chongwur?
i /5)1(7%— }E?.A 5}5] 5 'Er]‘ 7*%& Ta méiyou chongwu, késhi wo
)ﬁ— 72: #h o you chongwi.
‘/ﬁ— JLRA "O 45] ? Ni you ji zhi chongwu?
& ;E]— 1595 P38 72: % o W0 you liang zhi chongwi.
& ;ﬁ— — X 2 % ' ré: 732; W6 you yi zhi chongwu! Ta shi
— 34*  2hi m3
N o yi zhi mao.

|7 Comprehension Check —@—~

1 Xiaoming is Owen'’s friend.
2 Xiaoming has two pets.

3 Owen has two pets.

OO00O0O~
OO00OO -

4 Miko has one pet.

Vocabulary «
Word Pinyin Meaning
16 72: 5%] chongwt pet (animal)
17 R zhi (measure word for some animals)
18 *E‘ ta it (used for animals and things)
19 Z% mao cat
20 2’@ gou dog
'J A H}Ej Xidoming (a name)

ER) Puzzie It Out

Complete the exercise below to check your understanding of what you learned in Section 3.

If you have questions, consult the Language Reference section.

Make correct sentences by rearranging the words in each row.

1 R || B | =R
» JUR | B | A | R
s R —2IH| £,

\ H
LANG
LLENG E sheng X130
Some common pets, like dogs and snakes, V )l} d
are part of the Chinese zodiac. Find out

what animal represents the year you were % Chinese zodiac

born and report to the class! Can you learn

to say all the zodiac animals in Chinese? f\j\"
N . h .

Audio

« gua1deyd
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Language Reference -

5 Measure words for animals

The measure word /™ can be used for people and many other objects. 2 (zhi) is the
measure word used for many, but not all, pets.

zhi chongwit
1 BRAH R KMo  Ihavetwopets.
zhi  chongwit
AR JU R ZAp°  Howmany pets do you have?
zhi

Sﬁﬁj‘b sk I have nine!

Here are some common pets and the measure words used to count them.

zhi tido pi

% % I

gou mao tuzi ya shé ma

¥ M &RT L. o)
dog cat rabbit fish snake horse

m Using the Language

Are you a cat person or a dog person? What about your classmates? Ask your classmates
how much they like dogs and cats, and whether or not they have cats or dogs as pets. Use
the questions below as a guide.

c BRI ?
c AR BRI P
- RAJURK?
c RA TURIEG?

Put the Pieces Together!

n Reading and Listening

Passage 1
ISABELLA AND
MARTIN ARE
CURIOUS TO
LEARN MORE
ABOUT DAMING'S
FAMILY. IT TURNS
OUT HE HAS A
VERY PUZZLING
YOUNGER
BROTHER!

Audio

69
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T F

1 Daming’s younger brother is a student.

2 Daming’s younger brother has a younger sister.

319SINOA 1N0qY SN [I19L

3 Daming’s younger brother likes to read.

4 Xiaoming is Daming’s pet.
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N
N

Passage 2 Today is the first day of Chinese class, and these students are getting to know
their new teacher. Read the dialogue below. Are the statements that follow true (T) or false (F)?

Teacher:

Students:

Student A:

Teacher:

Student A:

Student B:

Teacher:

Student C:

Teacher:

BEFEsH

el

20, IRH R

BA— PR, WREREHD?
Ear!

IR, WA
REAFTH, TEBRA NP F
IR, AR ARk
RARAIRIR! KA

1 The teacher has one cat.

2 Student A doesn’t like pets.

3 The teacher has a younger brother.

4 The teacher is a younger sister.

Passage 3 Your mom just bought these outfits for her friend, who has two new babies.
Are the babies girls or boys?

Passage 4 Listen to the personal introduction and answer the following questions.

1 Does the speaker have older siblings?
(@) Yes, the speaker has an older brother and an older sister.
(b) Yes, the speaker has an older brother and two older sisters.
(©) Yes, the speaker has an older brother but no older sister.

2 Does the speaker have younger siblings?
(2) No, the speaker does not have younger siblings.
(b) Yes, the speaker has a younger brother.
(c) Yes, the speaker has a younger sister.

3 Who likes watching TV?
(@) The speaker likes watching TV.
(b) The speaker’s older brother likes watching TV.
(c) The speaker’s pet likes watching TV.

Audio

« gua1deyd
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mao  true (T) or false (F)?

) speaking

\.‘)\ Passage 5 Listen as the speaker describes her friend’s family. Are the following questions

T F
The speaker is friends
with the boy in the picture. OO0
The girl in the picture
is named Chunchun. OO0
Everyone in the family OO

really likes their pet.

On a separate piece of paper, write four sentences describing your own likes and dislikes.

Then share your sentences with your group and ask your group members about what they like
and dislike. Who are you most similar to in your group?

p
7% WoRD BANKW

~
€
jinya

Qed
goldfish

) shé
Q ¥

snake

tuzi

aty

rabbit

&«

Yo e
)
hua hua

5 o
painting

kan dianying

QF e

watching movies

& Final Project

The Animal Party

You and your classmates are planning a pet-themed party. All your classmates and their
siblings are invited. To plan the party, you need to find out what pets everyone likes.

Step 1: Discuss which pets you like and dislike with the classmates in your group. Then pick
at least three pets that you all like.

Step 2: Interview your classmates to find out if they and their siblings like the pets that your
group chose in Step 1. Keep a tally of how many people like each type of pet.

Step 3: Create charts like the sample below to show how many people like and dislike each
type of pet. Pick the most popular animal for the theme of your party.

Number of People Who Like or Dislike Dogs

Number of People

- gaadeyd
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0 Can-Do Goals

Talk with your teacher if you have questions or if you are not
certain you can do the following tasks:

Understand simple descriptions of families

Ask and answer questions about family members

Express how many siblings and pets you have
Understand when others talk about their likes and dislikes
Talk about likes and dislikes

Use different measure words to talk about people and animals

tCuIturaI Knowledgew

What are some
ways that family
life in China is
changing?

Go Far with Chinese

A family in the city of Shanghai looks at a photo on a cell phone during the Chinese
New Year holiday.



