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In the time of Yi Feng, during the Tang dynasty, there lived a
scholar whose name was Liu Yi. Liu Yi was very sad because
he had failed the national exam, held in the Capital city, and
now he was preparing to go back to his hometown. Then he
thought of a friend from his hometown who now lived in Jing
Yang. Liu Yi decided he would say goodbye to his friend on
his way home.
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After LiuYi had travelled about six or seven miles, his
horse was frightened by a flock of birds which suddenly
fluttered out from behind the trees. The horse galloped

madly for another six or seven miles and then became
calm again.
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At this moment, Liu Yi saw a young lady who was shepherding

sheep beside the road. Curious, he went forward to see her.

This s epherdess was the most beautiful lady he had ever seen!
However, the lady looked so sad and was wearing very shabby
clothes. She stood among the sheep as though lost in deep
thoughts.
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LiuYi asked her kindly: “‘What has happened to make you look
so ashamed?’

The lady did not answer and she started to cry. Then she
stopped sobbing and said: ‘I am a miserable person indeed.
How fortunate I am today to have your kind regard, Sir. Although
my regrets are torturing me, I should not refuse to tell you the
truth only because I feel ashamed of myself.
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Background To The Story

In Chinese culture, dragons are the symbol of authority and good luck. Chinese people
called themselves the dragon’s descendants. The importance of moral cultivation was
emphasized; even dragons that were borne with superhuman strength still had to work
hard to cultivate themselves to become a king of dragons. In the legends, each dragon
king lived in the palace of each river, lake and sea to control the local rain.

Dong Ting Lake is one of the biggest lakes in China; the area around the lake is called the
land of honey and milk. The heroine of this story was the daughter of the dragon king of
Dong Ting Lake and the hero was a human living by the lake.

The story starts with their first meeting. The dragon princess’s arranged marriage shows
the tragedy of women who traditionally had no right to choose their futures. The sadness
of the princess evokes LiuYi’s righteousness, which provides an example of the moral
foundations of Chinese society.

The artist has chosen to depict the active emotions of the characters without pictorial
exaggeration in order to express the implicit beauty of Chinese culture. The bold colours

used in this book skillfully build a dramatic and mysterious mood for this legendary story.
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