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The Rains
Insects Awaken
Vernal Equinox
Clear and Bright
Grain Rain
Summer Begins
Grain Buds
Grain Ear
Summer Solstice
Slight Heat
Great Heat

Autumn Begins
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Stopping the Heat
White Dews
Autumn Equinox
Cold Dews
Hoar-Frost Falls
Winter Begins
Light Snow
Heavy Snow
Winter Solstice
Slight Cold
Great Cold

Spring Begins
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A gentle breeze blows over the yellowed pages of an old
notebook on an ancient rocking chair.
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A boy curiously turns over the pages of the notebook, page
by page. The neat handwriting there reminds him of a once
familiar figure hidden in his distant memory.
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1. The Rains

The East Wind blows; snow begins to melt and the long
awaited rain comes to moisten the soil. Rain at this time
forecasts a good harvest in the coming year.
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with the rain as memories of his abse
his mind.
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'—2 -Insects Awaken
- _N_Ihe thupder awakens the insects from their long winter
g _‘%’ - sleep. This is the time to start the spring cultivation. Farmei‘s

. go back to their farn}s, workmg hard to plough and sow.
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Background To The Book

The Twenty-four Terms are an important part of Chinese cultural heritage. These terms
have been applied widely in various situations, though the applications may be different
according to geographical differences. Taking Taiwan as an example, rice would be har-
vested at Summer Solstice in the south, but wouldn’t be harvested till Great Heat in the
north.

In the past, people prayed for good harvests, worshipped the sky for rain and followed
the recorded knowledge of terms and the passed-on experience to grow crops and to go
fishing at the right times. This traditional attitude by which people followed and respected
nature is what modern people lack.

This story starts with a boy who opens his grandfather’s notebook and begins to read the
records of the twenty-four terms as they were used in the agriculture of south Taiwan. As
he reads, happy memories of his grandfather come to the boy’s mind and these are sym-
pathetically illustrated by Jian Zhi. The scenery and the changing seasons are depicted
with natural and vivid lines and colours; the pictures evoke the mood of family love in the
intertwined lives of the hard-working grandfather and the boy.

The story ends with the coming of a new spring to express the knowledge being passed on
to the new generation and to symbolise the traditionally harmonious life between people
and nature; it is a reminder to modern people to live with nature or nature will fight back
with disastrous effect.
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