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How the Chinese character for “mouse” was developed from
the picture of a mouse

PEFH R AT @ B W R TR

g

Transforming
ERCE 317

Small Seal Script of Han Dynasty
(about the 1st century AD)

Current style of writing

BREASNHBITFR
Artistic style based on hieroglyph
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A very long time ago, in a faraway country, the Emperor Jade announced
there would be a race and the names of the first twelve animals would be
chosen as the Animal Signs for the Chinese years.
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- Water Buffalo was the first animal to get on shore,
but when he was about to reach the finish, Mouse
suddenly made a jump right over his head and

__ wasvery easily the first to touch the finishing line.

~ So ever since then the First Year has been called

the Year of the Mouse.
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Ya Chun Li

I have always loved the flowers and birds shown in traditional
Chinese ink paintings and the natural beauty of Bada-Shanren,
the Fu-Chun Mountains and Chi-Bi. They inspired me to work
hard to learn to draw the things I love and to put them into my
books to share them with children and with all those who love
Eastern culture.
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