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- & 1. Nine Sons of the Dragon

N _
A . ."’ 5 SRl . hereis an old Chinese legend about a man called Liu Po Wen.
Nt -, J —~ b Moufyoa it/ Liu Po Wen had once been a god in the Heaven, but when the
k-“ > i % ' 3 - e ' = .:4" = - "'; ruler of the Heaven, Emperor Jade, saw how the Chinese people
sl % e O M s : . ' _— ' were suffering under bad rulers, he sent Liu Po Wen down to the

o 3 V '_:-':hz-" ur‘i: T, ¢ : h_gmaJn world to help the people.
i 1_1_:1‘?‘56 A T g aea’( . -

v f__‘...““ . - =2 I-r | — iu Po Wen asked the Dragon King for more help, so the King
! ) - . ; sent his nine sons down to earth to help as well. The Dragon

“a . - 7 . ) /’f '
’ . 1 . ; - G e, S

i . U L" \ Tl "“’.—‘ = King’s nine sons all looked very different from each other and
g ' B4 they had different skills. The nine sons helped Liu Po Wen to
drive out the bad rulers. Liu Po Wen became the prime minister
;.Ehperor Zhu Yuang Zhang, who was the first Ming emperor,
~ and the nine sons then helped the new emperor to make his em-
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hen the old emperor died, the dragon sons
helped his youngest son to become the new
emperor. Of course the new emperor wanted the
nine sons of the Dragon King to stay and help
him too, but they didn’t want to stay on earth
| | anylonger.

e b i ( T’hen the emperor had an idea to trick the
4 & “y .

n 3 e gre dragon sons He said to the oldest dragon
|I "’ -

¥
v e brother, Bi Xi, ‘You are enormously strong and
Y| ——————

iy — can carry thousands of kilos” weight. Before you
-~ . and your brothers go back to the Heaven, please
=~ could you move my father’s great stone column

-
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he oldest brother at once lifted the heavy stone column onto

his back; but with all his strength he could not move it a
single centimetre! On the column of glory were written all the
great deeds of the first Ming emperor and carved on it also were
the grand seals of two other emperors, so the stone had its own
powerful magic that could even control some gods. It trapped
poor Bi Xi as though he was in a prison and he couldn’t move
freely anymore.

fé RERBEHIBEERAET L TEARFZEANLT
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he other eight brothers could not bear to leave their older

brother and go back to the Heaven without him, so they
loyally decided to stay with him in the human world. However,
they refused to help the emperor because of his trick and they
disappeared forever from the imperial court. When Liu Po Wen
learned what had happened to poor Bi Xi he gave each dragon
son a job to do in the human world so that people would remem-
ber them forever.

ho were the dragon sons? A famous book written in the
Ming Dynasty tells us their stories.




The All-powerful Brother: Bi Xi

Bi Xi looks like a huge tortoise with a dragon’s head. He is
very strong and is happy to carry heavy things, so his statue

is often used in buildings to hold up stone pillars. Although Bi

Xi looks very like a tortoise, you can see he is really a dragon

because he has a row of teeth which a tortoise doesn’t have, and

his shell is different too.

n ancient legend Bi Xi was very wild, but he was tamed by a

legendary emperor, Da Yu. He helped the emperor to control
the floods of the Yellow River and he also carried the Emperor’s
stone of great deeds. Later emperors remembered what Da Yu
did and so they wrote their great deeds on big stone plates and
made statues of Bi Xi to support these stones. Therefore, Bi Xi is
also called ‘Stone Tortoise’ and you may see his statue in many
places today.

1. B Fao—<T1—2

7

/,
ﬂ/%%%%’Hﬁﬁk’éﬁﬁéﬁi@’#ﬁﬁﬁz
MU RE > BRT AL OB MR o BB S+
mAag o RBRRA T BEA HEFRG T
h#BRBKRERE -

BRBBALEETEFR > FREZ LA ATTHER
BAER > BRBRBER > FlbKAD  KBMHEXF
BRALMLBE > PTUAMRF ARG B Lamu EREEE e
bkthohg o MBREFEE R ZErnsg > LHEZ
EERREINKEFMZRN TS G > A G &
RERE AL " BE,





