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Lu Ban and the Dragon

In ancient China, during the time known as
the Spring and Autumn Period, there was a
very clever carpenter called Lu Ban. When he
was still a little boy Lu Ban liked to watch things
carefully. He saw how the grown-ups did their
work, how the cows ate the grass and even how
the birds flew. He thought about things careful-
ly too. He often made clever and useful things.
When he grew up, Lu Ban became the most fa-
mous carpenter.
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@ne day Lu Ban took his apprentice up to the nearby moun-
tains to log for wood. By accident Lu Ban’s hand was cut
by the Chinese Silvergrass. He then realised that the edge of
the grass was like a sharp blade. Lu Ban used a long piece of
metal to make an edge exactly like the Chinese Silvergrass.

zu Ban and his apprentice each held one end of the metal
to slice a big tree from side to side and they found the
metal worked very well to cut the tree. This is how the saw
was invented.

u Ban’s creativity and hard work helped him to invent

many useful tools and other things and he became one
of the most famous craftsmen in ancient China. He has been
honoured as ‘the Father of Craftsmanship’ for over two thou-
sand years.
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An abbot came one day from a temple to look for Lu Ban
and asked him to restore the crumbling old building. With-
out hesitation Lu Ban agreed. The temples were built in a very
simple way during that time, but Lu Ban wanted to build the
most beautiful building in the world. He started to look for a
good example of a perfect building, but without much success.

hen Lu Ban had nearly given up, an old man told him

that the Dragon King’s palace was very grand and beauti-
tul and that it had a roof like a rainbow, pillars made of white
jade and grand doors decorated with precious crystals, so the
palace was dazzlingly splendid. In order to build such a won-
derful building, Lu Ban decided to borrow the palace from the
Dragon King of the East Sea.
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‘5ine, you can borrow my palace,” the Dragon King agreed,
‘but for three days only, and you must return my palace on
time!” ‘All right! No problem! Lu Ban replied. Then he asked
for help from the little dragon and crab generals, and from the
lobster and fish soldiers to move the Dragon King’s palace to
his own place. The three days went by so quickly and Lu Ban
had only finished the frame of his new building, and no deco-
rations had been made at all. All of a sudden he had an idea
and he nailed the Dragon King’s palace tightly to the ground.
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