Hncéent Chinese Wesdom o Dragons
EHKEE ¢ MHAEEIR

Written by Xue Lin and illustrated by ARU
X:#% W / H:m&wW
FEE : AR - TN - BN



Ancient Chinese Wisdom: Dragons
EHAKEE ¢ MEETEIR

Written by Xue Lin and illustrated by ARU
X% = / P AER
TLSE - YAKTR - P - AT

SNEBEWFLAKE Books L™



A Snowflake Book
Published by Snowflake Books Ltd
The Midstall, Randolphs Farm, Hassocks, West Sussex,
BN6 gEL, UK
www.snowflakebooks.co.uk

First published 2012
Copyright © Aru, Xue Lin and Snowflake Books Ltd. 2012

All rights reserved.
ISBN 978-1-908350-14-5

Printed in Taiwan by Choice Printing Group

Contents £ 5%

The Chinese Dragons #£ &9 %4

Wise Sayings and Dragon Stories 7% 7% 4L
Carp Jumps Dragon Gate & %2 #€ ']
Climb Dragon Heel Phoenix % #& &
Dragon Flies Phoenix Dances #& /Bl #%
Chariot River Horse Dragon £ 7K %#E
Crouching Tiger Hidden Dragon BA & & A&
Come Dragons Go Veins 2R A2 £ ik
Old Posture Dragon Cup # fE #2 48
Skill of Dragon Slaughter & #£ 2 £
Direct Into Yellow Dragon B 3 #€
Fish-Dragon Man-Yan & #&7% 47

Dragons Today 435



w TG A% BTFAR RALME -
- & 51 &%) (772-842)

It doesn’t matter whether or not the mountain is high; the
mountain will become famous if it is the home of an immortal
being. It doesn't matter whether or not the water is deep; the
water will be magical if a dragon makes his home there.

Yu Xi Liu (772-842), Tang Dynasty

The Chinese Dragons

’C he Chinese people have always thought of dragons as
triendly and familiar animals, though in fact dragons can-
not be seen in real life. A dragon is an imaginary or mythical
animal, the only imaginary creature among the twelve animal
year signs of the Chinese calendar. Dragons are miraculous be-
ings with boundless magical powers. They are like gods, but
they also have human characteristics. However, they are highly
respected by Chinese people who feel that dragons are always
close to them in their daily lives.
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dragon’s body would have the features of many animals,

such as horns, claws and scales, and so a dragon could do
many things as well. It could fly, swim, dive and run and change
its size. It could even become invisible. Dragons could make
thunder, lightning and rain and cause floods. They could fly be-
tween clouds and fog in the sky, move with waves in the sea, and
command winds and rain on the earth. Therefore people greatly
admired and respected the all-powerful dragons.

%ecause people held the dragons in such great awe, the em-
perors identified themselves with dragons and claimed to
have been appointed by the Heaven and to be the true ‘Drag-
ons’ to rule the world as ‘Sons of the Heavens’. Dragons be-
came symbols of the power of Chinese emperors. In the Yuan
Dynasty a law was made that only the emperor could use an
image of a dragon with five claws. Everyone else was allowed
to use only images with four claws. In Taiwanese temples most
carvings and paintings of dragons have only three or four claws.

eople worshipped dragons both as supernatural beings
and as symbols of power, dignity and glory. Today, how-
ever, dragons have become signs of good fortune and success.
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In ancient times people thought dragons were gods who con-
trolled the weather and so could bring either blessings or dis-
asters. Therefore people not only respected dragons, but feared
them too. There was a belief that the Dragon King Tames
the Water. Temples for the Dragon Kings were built in many
places so that people could pray and offer food to the Dragon
Kings at times when the weather was either too dry or too wet.
The worshippers also imitated the dragons’ movements: pranc-
ing, rolling, weaving and strutting to show that the people had
acquired the characteristics of dragons in order to Bring the
Magical Dragons Alive.

oday this practice has become the Chinese Dragon

Dance, performed at various festivals to add more joy and
happiness to the festive atmosphere. Dragons are now seen just
as good luck signs to take us into a secure and happy world.
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’the dragon boat festival may have developed from dragon
worship too. Ancient people believed that a grand race of
dragon boats would send the good wishes of the people to the
dragons in the heaven and in the sea. Then, when Great Sat-
isfaction Fills the Dragon’s Heart, fine weather was sure
to come to bring good harvests. The dragon boat race made
the people feel happy also because they had the ‘spirit of the
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dragon’ and were Agile as a Roaming Dragon.

n later years, the dragon boat race was mistakenly said to
be in memory of an honest poet who drowned himself two
thousand years ago; this may be because people thought that
the poet’s outstanding goodness was as holy as that of a dragon.
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Ancient Chinese used the word ‘dragon’ to describe any-
thing divine, noble, and brave and having extraordinary
power. A famous general in the Tang Dynasty was called Drag-
on Castle Flying General. The invincible landscape of the
ancient city of Nan Jing in China was described as Dragon
Keeping Tiger Guarding.

ood and beautiful things are connected with dragons too.

A free style of writing invented by a Tang Dynasty scholar
is said to be like Dragon Flies Phoenix Dances. In a famous
ancient Chinese book, an exceptionally intelligent and hand-
some young man was described as having Dragon Talents
Phoenix Looks. Chinese attribute all good characters and
outstanding abilities to the dragons, so Chinese often refer to
an extraordinary person as A Dragon among Men. In old
records, righteous and learned people were called ‘Dragon’. A
famous prime minister in the Period of Three Kingdoms was
known as ‘Mr. Sleeping Dragon’ when he exiled himself and
took up farming.
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Dragons and Other Animals

In sayings about dragons we often find that dragons are men-
tioned together with phoenixes or tigers in ‘dragon-phoe-
nix’ and ‘dragon-tiger’ sayings.

2 Dragons and Phoenixes

B ragons and phoenixes are legendary animals representing
wealth and fortune, so ancient Chinese people used im-
ages of dragons and phoenixes together as signs of beauty and
blessing. Today, images of a dragon and a phoenix are shown
with the four Chinese characters Dragon Phoenix Give
Prosperity on marriage certificates and wedding invitations
to wish the newlyweds long life and happiness. Extraordinarily
capable and good looking young men with charming characters
are described as Dragon Talents Phoenix Looks, Dragon
Prances Phoenix Sings or Dragon Colt Phoenix Chick.



owerful emperors lived in a grand
agpalace called Dragon Mansion
hoenix Chamber and ate rare food
called Dragon Liver Phoenix Marrow.

Bragon Keeps Phoenix Holds is

a reminder that precious things are
difficult to get or that fine pieces of work
are created by great dedication.
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2 Dagons and Tigers

Ancient Chinese sayings often use the words dragon and ti-
ger together to praise brave generals, soldiers and heroes
or to describe honest and outstanding people. Dragon Con-
tends Tiger Fights is used to describe two equally powerful
people or nations when neither one can win. Dragon Tiger
Wind Cloud expresses a grand meeting of heroes from all
over the world. Dragon Rises Tiger Jumps describes peo-
ple who are full of life. Dragon’s Pool Tiger’s Den would
be a place full of scheming and danger.

Taming Dragon Catching Tiger is an encouragement
to people to stand up against powerful opponents and to over-
come extreme difficulties.
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Wise Sayings and Dragon Stories

Carp Jumps Dragon Gate

n the Yellow River there is a deep valley called Dragon

Gate where the water flows so fast that even big fish
can’t swim upstream into the valley. Legend says that a carp
which leaps over the Dragon Gate will become a dragon,
so Carp Jumps Dragon Gate is a saying which implies
achievement and success. However, if the carp fails to leap
right over, it will be crushed by the rapidly flowing water
and die from broken gills. So Broken Gill Dragon Gate
describes failure and disaster.
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n ancient book called Er 1z provides explanations of

Chinese sayings. This book describes how, in March eve-
ry year, one big fish swam upstream in the Yellow River and
tried to leap the Dragon Gate, hoping to become a dragon.
The fish never could do this and each time its forehead was
wounded. This story was summed up by the saying Dragon
Gate Broken Forehead which also implies failure.

In all the stories Dragon Gate is the key to success. In later
years scholars who passed the Imperial Examinations for of-
ficial posts were said to be Carp Jumps Dragon Gate while
those who did not qualify would be Broken Gill Dragon
Gate or Dragon Gate Broken Forehead.

’today, couples hope to have ‘Dragon Babies’ in dragon
years. By Hoping Children Become Dragons, chil-
dren are expected to study hard to be successful as in Carp
Jumps Dragon Gate.



Climb Dragon Heel Phoenix
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Climb Dragon Heel Phoenix

§uccessﬁ11 Chinese kings in ancient times were often said
to be dragons or phoenixes. The followers of those kings,
such as the ministers and close servants, were said to Climb
Dragon Heel Phoenix, where ‘heel’ means to follow closely
behind someone’s footsteps.

’the Book of Han History contains a very short summary,
‘Climb Dragon Heel Phoenix, Ride Together to
Heaven’, of a long story. Fan Kuai was a butcher; Xia Hou
Ying was a herdsman; Guan Ying was a silk salesman; and Li
Shang was an ordinary man. All were born very low in society,
but they help Liu Pang to build the Han Empire and to become
the first Emperor of the Hang Dynasty. They were rewarded
abundantly for their services and became high officials. Later
people used the saying Climb Dragon Heel Phoenix to de-
scribe how these four men became important people, though
starting from a low beginning.

n time the terms dragon and phoenix came to be used to

describe any very powerful persons, not only kings and em-
perors. However, the same saying may now be used to mock
people who seek the favours of powerful people by flattering
them excessively:.




