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Tian jia yuan dan — Tang Meng Hao Ran
Zu6 ye dou hui béi, jin chao sui qi dong;

W6 nian yi qidng shi, wu lu shang you nong.
Lty Sang y¢ jiu géng fu, hé chu sui mu tong;
Tian jia zhan qi hou, gong shud ci nian féng.




o

b 2
L ®| -

.‘ - y ] "

:
7
e
o .

i L

‘m already in my forties w1thout any « o;fﬁaalrp

& % oo % - — 0, :_JE_.;I% (i) - P Wﬁﬁymy life as a farmer -
o pee s i L - - Here is the field of mulberries; I take a hoe and work with
o EE 7"‘\/&% :lb | % AT /{i% _ _ ~ the shepherdkboys
22 —SFE—KR g K% W R I I %ﬁ- # oy The Tian famﬂy all say it is going to be a plentiful harvest
By —SFsLb *ﬁm s Eﬁ‘“‘ﬁivﬂ uE ﬁ%ﬁg =z ‘_ ,' 3 g because of the weather.
o o MRAAER 2 'u%‘/ﬁﬂ-_q ; ‘ .
| P i A6 W B AE © R AR &

iSRS F — iJ’JIE ’ *‘k%ﬂf&ﬂ"ﬂ
- R B AR A R A TETS o, %Aﬁ
%A RAARIEA] - %ﬁ§*$%§&$°



an-Nian was a young woodman and that day he was leaving

home to cut wood as usual. His father stood by the front door
and sighed. ‘Ah, with a poor crop, we cannot be sure of three meals
a day. Luckily, we have you to cut wood and sometimes to hunt

wild animals in the mountains. Even then, we barely make a living.’
Wan-Nian’s wife A-Z1 frowned. “The crops are poor because the
weather is not right for the seasons these days. A weatherman said
the seasons are wrong because people have offended the God, and
to get our normal weather back people must respect the God.’
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‘S o the Emperor fasted and bathed and then he led all the govern-
ment officials to worship the God at the Temple of Heaven. He com-
manded the ordinary people to worship the God too. But still the sea-
sons don’t have their normal weather.” A-Z1 continued.

Wan-Nian looked up at the sky. ‘Perhaps it’s because our calendar

doesn’t keep time with the seasons anymore,” he said. ‘I wonder if we
could find a better way to measure time.’
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hen Wan-Nian presented the calendar, the Emperor was im- N2

pressed by his perseverance and hard work. ‘In memory of : {‘ )
your contribution to our calendar, the calendar shall be named after T
you. Also, you will be raised to the status of a god and become the r‘ﬁ
god of longevity,” said the Emperor. L
After that, during the Chinese New Year Festival, people hung por- EAR
traits of the god of longevity on their walls in memory of the saintly o~
Wan-Nian. The calendar he created is the Chinese lunar calendar
which 1s still used today for Chinese festivals and the New Year.
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Did you know?

Ithough the solar calendar is now used worldwide and i1s commonly accept-

ed in modern Chinese society, traditional farmers still like the Chinese lunar
calendar because they believe the phases of the moon influence the life of their
crops and show the best time to cultivate. Agriculture is a foundation of Chinese
culture and many festivals that originate from it are still part of Chinese daily
life, such as Spring Festival and Lantern Festival for Chinese New Year, Tomb-
Sweeping Festival for the memory of ancestors, Dragon Boat Festival for the im-
portance of health care, Double Seventh Festival for Chinese Valentines, Moon
Festival for family reunion, Double Ninth Festival for respect to the elders, and so
on. Beautiful legends and romantic stories about these festivals can be found in
Chinese literature.
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