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% English Translation

Cao Chong Weighed an Elephant

Long, long ago, Cao Cao was a famous politician, military leader and poet. He lived around
the end of the Eastern Han Dynasty. One day, Cao Cao received an elephant as a gift. He was really
delighted and he took his son and officials to have a look at it.

The elephant was huge indeed, with its body like a wall and legs like pillars. The officials
discussed how heavy it would be. Cao Cao asked them: “Who can devise a way to weigh the
elephant?” One of them answered: “We could have a pair of scales made from a huge tree, or we could
kill the elephant and weigh it bit by bit.” Another interjected: “A large pair of scales would not work.
Who would be strong enough to lift it? And killing it for weighing it? You would know how heavy it
is, but there would be no elephant any more!”

Cao Cao shook his head: “Are there any other ideas you can think of?”” Cao Cao’s son Cao Chong
was six at the time. The boy piped up: “I can do it!”

Cao Cao immediately asked him about his plan. Cao Chong said: “Drive the elephant into a
large boat and draw a line at the water level. Then drive the elephant back ashore and fill the boat
with stones until it sinks in to the marked line. Then weigh the stones and you’ll know how heavy the
elephant is.”

Cao Cao was delighted: “That is a good way to do it.” He called upon his men to do as his son had
said, and they soon accomplished the weighing of the elephant. All the officials turned red in the face,
looking at each other and feeling that they were not even as good as a six-year-old boy.

Cao Chong

Cao Chong (196-208) was Cao Cao’s son. He was bright and affectionate, and Cao Cao was very
fond of him. When he was six years old, Cao Chong devised a way to weigh an elephant. He also
frequently helped others. Once mice gnawed at some of Cao Cao’s things, and the servant in charge
was so frightened that he broke into tears. Cao Chong saw this, ripped holes into his own clothes and
went to tell his father that the mice had done this. Under the impression that mice had become an
uncontrollable plague, Cao Cao did not punish the servant. Cao Chong died of illness when he was
only thirteen. Cao Cao was heartbroken.

I Come from the Han Dynasty

When you check for the character “7X” in the Chinese dictionary, you will find a lot of terms: the
Han Dynasty, Chinese characters, the Han Chinese, the Han nationality, the Chinese language, Chinese
studies, the River Han, and many more, all starting with “3X” . Why?



Liu Bang founded the Han Dynasty in 206 BC, and this dynasty lasted for four centuries. The Han
Dynasty was the early period of the Han-Chinese as a nation, and just as young people, who are full of
energy and creativity. The people in the Han period created their culture, developed their economy, and
expanded their territory. Much like the Roman Empire in Europe, the Han Dynasty in East Asia was
the period of a formative, unified civilization as well as a powerful state. She positively communicated
with foreign countries and started to reach out to the world. From then on, the language spoken in
China came to be called “X4%&” , the “language of Han”; the characters written in China were called
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“F", the “Chinese character”; and its people called “iX %", “the people of Han”.
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