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BEBE  Ylayin Gaiyao Introduction to Phonetics

EWHLHM  Yiyin Jiégou  Structure of syllables

In Chinese, a syllable is composed of an initial (Shéngm), a final (Yunm) and a tone (Shéngdito).

Shéngdito tone

Shéngmd initial YUunmu final

eg. MA

Here m is the initial (Shéngm) and a is the final (Yunmu), and above the final is the tone-mark.

A syllable may consist of a final and a tone only.

eg O

At Shéngmu Initials

b P m f d t n
g k h j q X
zh ch sh r z c s
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#H Yunmu Finals
i u u
a ia ua
o uo
e ie ue
-
er
ai uai
ei uei (ui)
ao iao
ou iou (iu)
an ian uan dan
en in uen (un) un
ang iang uang
eng ing ueng
ong iong
7= shengdido Tones
#H— di-yT shéng the first tone
HH_ di-&r shéng the second tone
%= di-san shéng the third tone
v & di-si shéng the fourth tone
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pitch

4

v 2

high

mid-high

middle

mid-low

low
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XS  Wénhud Didn  Cultural notes

Hanyd Pinyin (The Chinese Phonetic System) is used as the Romanization system in this set of textbooks.
Since the beginning of the 20th century, people who work with the Chinese language have designed several
systems of phonetic symbols to deal with the fact that Chinese characters do not fully represent their
pronunciation. The more important systems are the “Zhuyin Phonetic Alphabet (Zhuyin Zimt)”, the “Guoyu
Romanization System (Gudyl Luémdzi)” and the “New Latinized Writing (Ladinghua Xinwénzl),” etc. The
“Chinese Phonetic System (Hanyt Pinyin Fang’an)”, abbreviated “pinyin”, was first published in 1958. This
system has already been adopted by the United Nations and many other international organizations for spelling
the Chinese language, and Chinese names. It has replaced many of the other systems and is widely used both

inside and outside China.
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Appendix I Corresponding Phonetic Symbols

ZPA CPA IPA ZPA CPA IPA ZPA CPA IPA
4 b [p] il -1( ) [ R in [in]
2 P p] P -1 (J&) K | £ iang [ian]
n m [m] l i [i] | 2 ing [ip]
C f [f] X u [u] XY ua [uA]
7 v [v] 1 U [y] AT uo [uo]
7 d [t] I a [A] X% uai [uai]
= t [t°] < o) [0] X\ uel [uei]
2 n [n] ¢ e [¥] X5 uan [uan]
% | [1] # é [e] AL uen [uon]
K g [k] )L er [o] X £ uang [uan]
7 k [k‘] % ai [ai] XL ueng [uon]
JT ng 0] B\ el [ei] p WA ong [un]
r h [X] 2 ao [au] Nt e [ye]
H J [te] X ou [ou] nz uan  [yen]
< q [te*] 5 an [an] b un [yn]

(J) 0] L en [on] A iong [yn]
T X [¢] x ang [an]
W zh [ts] VA eng [an]
4 ch [ts] Y ia [iA]
had sh [s] | ¥ ie [i€]
r (2] | 2 iao [iau]
g z [ts] | X iou [iou]
4 C [ts‘] | 5 ian [ien]
X S [s]




Short activity

Read aloud the following syllables. Ask your teacher to listen to your pronunciation and point out
your problems. Which do you think is difficult to pronounce? Circle them.

duzi tuzi shuijico shuijido
gingwen ginwén zidan jidan
shdoshu xigoshu it ciq
yéuyu méinl falu xuéxi
xudnju chdqu pdngbian panbié
shangchudn xiéngzhuang jiangjan zhéngzhi
jingji canguan kuankuo jiéhin
nidrou shéngn ré’ai chang gé
zhér wdmen
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