Preface

For students who study Chinese as a foreign language, it’s
crucial for them to enlarge the scope of their reading to improve
their comprehension skills. The “Rainbow Bridge” Graded
Chinese Reader series is designed to provide a collection of
interesting and useful Chinese reading materials. This series
grades each volume by its vocabulary level and brings the
learners into every scene through vivid storytelling. The series
has the following features: ".\:f:'x
S

I. A gradual approach by}\gfading the volumes based on
vocabulary levels. We have consulted the New HSK Vocabulary
(2012 Revised Eﬁ:,tmn) the Graded Chinese Syllables, Characters
and Words for the ?‘lpplzmtzon of Teaching Chinese to the Speakers of
Other Languages (National Standard) and the 1500 Commonly
Used High Frequency Chinese Vocabulary, along with the
Common European Framework of Reference for Languages
(CEFR) to design the “Rainbow Bridge” vocabulary grading
standard. The series is divided into seven levels (Starter”, Level
1, Level 2, Level 3, Level 4, Level 5 and Level 6) for students at
different stages in their Chinese education to choose from. For
each level, new words are no more than 20% of the vocabulary
amount as specified in the corresponding HSK and CEFR levels.

* Represented by “S” on the back cover.




As the levels progress, the passage length will in turn increase.
The following table indicates the corresponding “Rainbow
Bridge” level, HSK and CEFR levels, the vocabulary amount,
and number of characters.

Level Starter 1 2 3 4 5 6

HSK1 |HSK1-2| HSK2-3 | HSK3 | HSK3-4 | HSK4 | HSK5
CEFR | CEFR | CEFR | CEFR | CEFR | CEFR | CEFR
Al Al1-A2 | A2-Bl1 |A2-Bl B1 B1-B2 |B2-Cl1

HSK/
CEFR Level

Vocabulary | 150 300 500 750 1000 1500 | 2500

Characters | 1000 | 2500 5000 7500 | 10,000 |15,000 25,000

II. Intriguing stories on various themes. The series features
engaging stories known for their twists and turns as well as
deeply touching plots. The readers will find it a joyful experience
to read the stories. The top@a}le selected from Chinese
mythology, legends, folk orc;}}\ﬁtérary classics, biographies of
renowned people and histprléal tales. Such widely ranged topics
would exert an invﬁiﬁfé yet formative, influence on readers’
understanding of Cl:'(lfléée culture and history.

I11. Reasonably structured and easy to use. For each volume
of the “Rainbow Bridge” series, apart from a Chinese story, we
also provide an introduction to the main characters in Chinese
and English, new words with English explanations and sample
sentences, and an English translation of the story, followed by
comprehension exercises and a vocabulary list to help users read
and understand the story and improve their Chinese reading
skills. The exercises are mainly presented as objective questions
that take on various forms with moderate difficulty. Moreover,
keys to the exercises are also provided. The series can be used



by teachers in class or by students for self-study.

If you have any questions, comments or suggestions about
the series, please email us at liuxiaolin@sinolingua.com.cn.
You can also exchange ideas with us via our WeChat account:
CHQRainbowBridge. This account will provide updates on the
series along with Chinese reading materials and cultural tips.

Han Ying and Liu Xiaolin
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B YN
Main Characters of the Story

2 (Lia Lanzhi): BAPW8 2T, RRTE XA T #.
Liu Lanzhi: The pretty and talented wife of Jiao Zhongqing.

BEAPI (Jiao Zhongaing): x| 2 X a9 L kK, F# bt
DE R
Jiao Zhongqing: A young and ambitious petty official, husband
of Liu Lanzhi.

£4F (Jiao mi): MAAREIE, EFITREXZ

Mother of Jiao Zhongqing: She is hot-tempered and dislikes Liu
Lanzhi very much.

X)L (Lid xiong): A2 K M, AB T,

Brother of Liu Lanzhi: A snobbish and cold-hearted person.

) (Lia mt): SR ZZ 0 2 —H, RELIL
XN ZZ,
Mother of Liu Lanzhi: She lives with her son and loves her
daughter dearly.
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English Version

Zhongqing and Lanzhi, a Chinese Tragedy

Around a thousand years ago, there was a cute little girl named
Liu Lanzhi in China. People from far and near agreed that she
was as beautiful as a flower. They adored her and would often
say, “If only I had a daughter as beautiful as her.”

Time went by quickly. Lanzhi grew into a teenager. Besides
beauty and charm, she was also blessed with many talents. At
around 13 or 14, she learned to ma,k:e, clothes by herself. At 15,
she began to study music with ‘se.acher her parents picked out.
At 16, she could read better ﬂ;ﬁn her elder brother. She became
more and more adorable %ople often said, “If only I had a
daughter as Versatllez?g‘l‘lér

Another year passe% qulckly Lanzhi turned 17. Every young
man who had heard about Lanzhi wanted to marry her. They
asked their parents to send matchmakers to Lanzhi’s home with
their marriage proposals. Jiao Zhongqing was one of them.

Lanzhi’s parents were delighted to see the coming of
matchmakers every day. They thought, “Now that so many men
are fond of our daughter, she could get married soon. We shall
pick a good family for her.” Whenever the matchmakers came,
they would earnestly ask, “Is the man tall? What does he look
like? Is he kind-hearted? What is his family like?” After the
matchmakers had answered these questions, Lanzhi’s parents
would ask some more.



0 #52Ji8 Reading exercises

—, %P, Choose the correct answer.

1. EIEE—P A AN? ( )
A HEA B..hER C KT D. £ 7
2. X =2 A 22 RKIOIHE RS TR ( )
A +z% B.+x% C+x% D +A¥
3. X ZZAIFEMHIERLE T2 ( )
A k5 B. — % c@;#’waﬁa

4ERERRZEE? ()

N
ANzzuFE U B X'J 2 HER
Cﬁﬁ%%%ﬁﬁ D. &AW 44

5. xu*z%‘ﬁﬁimﬂﬂ%z ETHE? ( )
A. BAR a9 kR K B. x| ZZ ¢FF K

C. ¥ ZZ a9k K D. BAb 9 e B4 R
6. Xl = ZREEE LX) Z kxR, ey OE R AR
7 ( )

A BRZHE B RIS CHREWM D RRAF
7. KsFRELEX = ZiREEH O E LN LT ( )
A — B. = C. & D. -t



8. X = Z Y BFEFIT 1 = Z RN R da K F LT, MRy OB
AR ( )
A RFR&% B RIFw CAREM D RES)
9. BB EREARET? ( )

A SRR 22T B RMZZ—REET
C. BKIERT D. 7T
10. XIZZEREAFET? ( )
A, SR EAR T B. R EAPH—REI LT

C. BRI T D. LH T

L, I ’l‘EiEE&‘% V\]ﬁ#] Wi T Fl gtk

i, !ll]%IEliﬁ Sk “T”, LIEMIHE “F”,
Decide whether sthie followmg statements are true (T)

or false (F). + .

LXZZARERA %, BRE TR, ( )

2. X=ZH]LE S T &Ko ( )
3. BRI BERIR B =2 ( )
4 =R RN = SR A kR, ( )
5. K18 TXIZZ R NREALD ( )
6. Xl = ZAE(PIE, W R~FrI L+ ( )
7. X ZZHEIRGNRFRILT- T, ARSI O, ( )



@ 9 BE R Keys to the exercises

f
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1.B 2.C 3.C 4.D 5.B

6.A 7.C 8.A 9.D 10.C

L HMTRR - TSRS N A R AR A IR,
WRIERERR “T7, REMIER “F
I.T 2T 3.F 4F 57T
6.F 7.F 8&F 9T 10.F

VU, ZELLsl
1. A-c, B-d, C-b, D-¢, E-a 2. A-c, B-b, C-d, D-¢, E-a

Ti. IERIESENE S NI RFHR I
D-B-A-E-F-G-C
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Vocabulary List

v. bixido  be unfilial
¥ o ddbon  dressup

Isxen adj. dudnzan  brief, transient

v, gén drive away

B n guanyudn official

v. haipa fear

> N
\.

v (of women)
---_
v jie pick up
---_

B n Inja neighbor

BEA . méiren  matchmaker
i o mudi grave

---_
Ly v. qf

v. qu (of men) marry

RSP m taishoéu
“:

LI_[iA shanzhén- idiom delicacies
haiwei  of every kind

adj. shén deep

JK¥E  n shuitdng  pool

prefect, a
position in
ancient China
equivalent

to current
provincial
governor.

OJE a2 xinyuan  wish

B 2 oy meaning

ﬁ%ﬁ ySu gién  rich and
youshi  powerful
B » zhuhe  congratulate
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