Preface

For students who study Chinese as a foreign language, it’s
crucial for them to enlarge the scope of their reading to improve
their comprehension skills. The “Rainbow Bridge” Graded
Chinese Reader series is designed to provide a collection of
interesting and useful Chinese reading materials. This series
grades each volume by its VocabulaQQlI‘%y,el and brings the
learners into every scene through vj@ﬁiﬁbi‘ytelling. The series
has the following features: 7S
&Y
’(, i

I. A gradual approac {fiy;Qgi’;lding the volumes based on
vocabulary levels. We have consulted the New HSK Vocabulary
(2012 Revised EZif {,:.sthe Graded Chinese Syllables, Characters
and Words for the jeation of Teaching Chinese to the Speakers of
Other Languages (Natz'omzl Standard) and the 1500 Commonly
Used High Frequency Chinese Vocabulary, along with the
Common European Framework of Reference for Languages
(CEFR) to design the “Rainbow Bridge” vocabulary grading
standard. The series is divided into seven levels (Starter”, Level
1, Level 2, Level 3, Level 4, Level 5 and Level 6) for students at
different stages in their Chinese education to choose from. For
each level, new words are no more than 20% of the vocabulary

amount as specified in the corresponding HSK and CEFR levels.

* Represented by “S” on the back cover.




As the levels progress, the passage length will in turn increase.
The following table indicates the corresponding “Rainbow
Bridge” level, HSK and CEFR levels, the vocabulary amount,

and number of characters.

Level Starter 1 2 3 4 5 6

HSK1 |HSK1-2| HSK2-3 | HSK3 | HSK3-4 | HSK4 | HSKS
CEFR | CEFR | CEFR | CEFR | CEFR | CEFR | CEFR
Al Al-A2 | A2-B1 |A2-Bl B1 B1-B2 |B2-Cl1

HSK/
CEFR Level

Vocabulary | 150 300 500 750 1000 1500 | 2500

Characters | 1000 2500 5000 7500 | 10,000 |15,000 25,000

I1. Intriguing stories on various theme'&j?'l%e series features
engaging stories known for their tw,;'%f's\“égd turns as well as
deeply touching plots. The readers &ig\ﬁnd it a joyful experience

to read the stories. The top&iﬁ‘@selected from Chinese
3

¢
renowned people and historical tales. Such widely ranged topics

7 . i
would exert an inv, dyet formative, influence on readers
understanding of C i se culture and history.

§

mythology, legends, folk : té‘r\\ary classics, biographies of

I11. Reasonably structured and easy to use. For each volume
of the “Rainbow Bridge” series, apart from a Chinese story, we
also provide an introduction to the main characters in Chinese
and English, new words with English explanations and sample
sentences, and an English translation of the story, followed by
comprehension exercises and a vocabulary list to help users read
and understand the story and improve their Chinese reading
skills. The exercises are mainly presented as objective questions
that take on various forms with moderate difficulty. Moreover,
keys to the exercises are also provided. The series can be used



by teachers in class or by students for self-study.

If you have any questions, comments or suggestions about
the series, please email us at liuxiaolin@sinolingua.com.cn.
You can also exchange ideas with us via our WeChat account:
CHQRainbowBridge. This account will provide updates on the

series along with Chinese reading materials and cultural tips.

Han Ying and Liu Xiaolin
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ERNDIHB LS

Main Characters and Places

W A& (Chénxiang): A7tk = ZF e LA F & 69 ILF
Chenxiang: The Son of Saint Mother, a goddess, and Liu Yan-
chang, a mortal.

Z Z#F (Sanshéngmil): 4.l Eegdcab, JLAX Z & o9& F,
A IBIS .
Sanshengmu (Saint Mother): The goddess who lived on Mount

Hua. She was Liu Yanchang’s wife
and Chenxiang’s mother.

x| Z & (Lid Yanchang): EHA, ZX2F0 LR, RENEE,

Liu Yanchang: A scholar who was the husband of Saint Mother and
the father of Chenxiang.

ZBRAY (Erldngshén): #F4h, = 2FeF-. ek b %
T "/‘:( gﬁﬂél;o
Erlang Shen (God Erlang): An immortal and brother of Saint

Mother. He had a third eye in the
middle of his forehead.

% % KA (Pl Daxian): A¥4h, AT, X H5%.
Pili Daxian (God of Thunder): An immortal with remarkable kung fu
skills. He was the master of Chenxiang.
48y (Hua Shan): P Eeg @b, RRBEHEN, LHEZ—,
Mount Hua: Located in Shaanxi Province in China’s northwest,
Mount Hua is one of the five sacred mountains in China.




S

O =F=ET
(b&olidndéng) n.
magical lotus lan—
tern

@ FLA (fanrén)

n. mortal

e.g., LARKBE
SN

@ #Il (shénxian)
n. immortal

e.g., #LFFLA
EAFLIEEE—
Y.

@) 2= (zhan) m.w.
(for lamps)

e.g., IfRE! XEBF
—=T.

FHERT ¢

% Fvhar, K¥ Lk
RREFEELAY, BAE
FAan Y, 4Lk A
EE—ANAA, KR AR
b, = X&O\@X&T&k
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English Version

Magical Lotus Lantern

Many years ago, human beings were not alone on earth since
immortals also resided here. Sanshengmu, also known as Saint
Mother, was a beautiful goddess who lived on Mount Hua. She
was always eager to help, and the people liked her very much.

Saint Mother had a magical lotus lant,%i‘?ghich looked like a
lotus flower. The lantern became .e;%(t}‘\éfgely powerful once it
glowed. It had the power to defe&ngét)“b}’f?mortals and immortals.
Using the power of the lotus ]Q@térﬁ, Saint Mother helped those
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Saint Mother had a ;}lder brother, God Erlang. He was very

o

ormous power of the lotus lantern, he

in need.

selfish. Knowin
wanted to take i ﬁhimself. He tried many times over a long

period, but still couldn’t get it.

One day, a scholar named Liu Yanchang passed by Mount Hua.
Liu fell in love with Saint Mother at first sight. Saint Mother
also grew very fond of Liu as the days passed by because he was
such a nice person, not to mention he was tall and handsome.
After some time, they started to live together.

One year after that, Saint Mother gave birth to a lovely baby
boy. They named him Chenxiang. Saint Mother found joy in
each day. She said to herself, “I have a husband who loves
me so dearly and a son who is so adorable. I’'m a very happy




0 45 2J 8 Reading exercises

—, PRI, Choose the correct answer.

L&At ¢ )
AR B. x| C.= D.

2. JTERREBEAILNAT ( )

Jin

A —A B.%/A C.Z4 D.mA
3. ZEBHRE =BT AN ( ) u

A &% B.L¥ C. @)\-%‘— .D k&
4. M Z B fE—iT, :Xﬁrﬁ’%”ﬁéxﬁ? ( )

A fRBER - B. 4?«55;@ C. &AL D. AR A

ks .

5. SITBRREI A ( )

%
A. X\ B. A& C. 5%

D.
6. /INHAATHITE R BIGHE S, TIEREEARE? (

,¢

A. it B. %% C.iAA  D. ¥4
7. TENBEKAETAT ( )

A. 354 B. &% C..h& D. A5
8. fEIAJLZ I, wedif T MBI ERE? (

A 1% B.£% CA% D +%



9. JIEREREH K% T JLENRKLD? ( )

A. S BN  C.+% D .=

10. MEBRE THAWNNEZ G, AR TED? ( )
A TP 7 B. = AR AP
C. & % KA D. £#JIT

T FUMOEL: TENE SR NS R B ISRIE R A IR
W, WERIEHGIGHS “T”, AIEMER “F7.
Decide whether the following stateqrg,nts are true (T)

or false (F).

> zﬁﬁuiug:é—%{é)@@ﬁjﬂ )
3. CESR LS A, MR ()
. :amm#&%ﬂ, ATEAES R EFSOR T — K

. C
5. =B BV TAELF. ()
6. AT B R RIDi, C
7. AR, SR TF T MR, ()
8. U T RO fi g S 3. ()
0. LEREHTHAT B, ST ()

10. 0ERHIBIE LG, [ XA F R —R4EE T,
( )




0 45 25 2R Keys to the exercises

~
. R
LB 2.C 3C 4A 5D
6A 7B 8C 9.B 10.D

o HRE . TEIRIERCEE AR SR A IR,
WS IERENR T, RIEMiER “F”
LT 2F 3F 4F 57T
6F 7.F 8T 9.T I0.F

= PR
.C F B A D E
LD H A F B G E C
LE D A B C A F

VU, kit
1.A-b, B-c, C-a, D-e, E-d
2.A-d, B-b, C-c, D-a

d

Ti. IEIRIESEENE S NI HE I
D-F-G-B-E-A-C
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| Vocabulary List

v. chéngfd punish
fanrén mortal
jithud put off a fire
cut, chop
liliang power, strength

n. qiji miracle
_-_—
gidng snatch, grab
_-_—
LS v. shéng give birth to
_-_—
n. wlgong kung fu, martial arts
_-_—
xing wake up

press, weigh down

zhdén (for lamps)
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