Preface

For students who study Chinese as a foreign language, it’s crucial
for them to enlarge the scope of their reading to improve their
comprehension skills. The “Rainbow Bridge” Graded Chinese Reader
series is designed to provide a collection of interesting and useful
Chinese reading materials. This series grades each volume by its
vocabulary level and brings the learners into every scene through vivid
storytelling. The series has the following features:

I. A gradual approach by grad,;ng ‘the volumes based on
vocabulary levels. We have con: uII@d the New HSK Vocabulary (2012
Revised Edition), the Gmd%@mwe Syllables, Characters and Words
Sor the Application of ﬁachM@hznese to the Speakers of Other Languages
(National Smndam’} r}d*’the 1500 Commonly Used High Frequency
Chinese Vocabulat? MOng with the Common European Framework
of Reference for Languages (CEFR) to design the “Rainbow Bridge”
vocabulary grading standard. The series is divided into seven levels
(Starter”, Level 1, Level 2, Level 3, Level 4, Level 5 and Level 6) for
students at different stages in their Chinese education to choose from.
For each level, new words are no more than 20% of the vocabulary
amount as specified in the corresponding HSK and CEFR levels.
As the levels progress, the passage length will in turn increase.
The following table indicates the corresponding “Rainbow Bridge”
level, HSK and CEFR levels, the vocabulary amount, and number of
characters.

* Represented by “S” on the back cover.




Level Starter 1 2 3 4 5 6

HSK1 |HSK1-2| HSK2-3 | HSK3 | HSK3-4 | HSK4 | HSK5
CEFR | CEFR | CEFR | CEFR | CEFR | CEFR | CEFR
Al Al-A2 | A2-B1 |A2-Bl B1 B1-B2 |B2-C1

HSK/
CEFR Level

Vocabulary | 150 300 500 750 1000 1500 | 2500

Characters | 1000 | 2500 5000 7500 | 10,000 |15,000 25,000

I1. Intriguing stories on various themes. The series features engaging
stories known for their twists and turns as well as deeply touching
plots. The readers will find it a joyful experience to read the stories.
The topics are selected from Chinese mythology, legends, folklore,
literary classics, biographies of renowned people and historical tales.
Such widely ranged topics would exert an invisible, yet formative,

influence on readers’ understanding of Chinese culture and history.

I11. Reasonably structured and easy\«to use. For each volume of the
“Rainbow Bridge” series, apart frm%ra Chinese story, we also provide
an introduction to the main g\c"l’lji’acters in Chinese and English, new
words with English explaneglons and sample sentences, and an English
translation of the stoééff,olloWed by comprehension exercises and a
vocabulary list to help users read and understand the story and improve
their Chinese reading ;kills. The exercises are mainly presented as
objective questions that take on various forms with moderate difficulty.
Moreover, keys to the exercises are also provided. The series can be

used by teachers in class or by students for self-study.

If you have any questions, comments or suggestions about the series,
please email us at liuxiaolin@sinolingua.com.cn. You can also
exchange ideas with us via our WeChat account: CHQRainbowBridge.
This account will provide updates on the series along with Chinese

reading materials and cultural tips.

Han Ying and Liu Xiaolin
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Main Characters and Places

E W& (Wdng Zhaojin): XALETEM— I EM T4, &
R¥E A B X
Wang Zhaojun: A beautiful palace maiden who lived during
the Han Dynasty (206 BC-220 AD). She was
married into the State of Xiongnu in the north.

N E (Xigoyl): Fe EREE —AB T K FIL, RLIFINA
Xiaoyu: A girl who was selected into the palace with Zhaojun.
They were good friends.

A (Hanyudndi): L3089 —15 2
Emperor Yuandi: An emperor during the Han Dynasty. He
reigned from 48 BC to 33 BC.

2.3 % (Mdo Ydnshou): T2 & %,
Mao Yanshou: An imperial painter.

w3548 3 T (Hahdnyé Chdnyd): &4 —AE L,
Huhanye Chanyu (Uhaanyehe): A king of Xiongnu.

3R % F (Zhizhi Chényd): =F 4 £ F 6545,
Zhizhi Chanyu: The elder brother of Huhanye.
# AL E (Hubei Shéng): + B P 3 md e —/A 4 .

Hubei Province: A province located in the southern part of
central China.




o A
A (Zigul): Akt B
Zigui: Present Xingshan County in Hubei Province.

A% Xiangxt): X &BEZ, KL IA, = THILEHIH,

Xiangxi (Fragrant Stream): Also known as the Zhaojun Stream.
It flows through Western Hubei Province and is a tribu-
tary of the Yangtze River.

¥ 4% (Chdng’an): P ERAGEIR, 8%,
Chang’an: Capital city of the Han Dynasty, which is present
Xi’an.

A%+ (Neim&nggl): = TP EAHRAE, 2 FEAIA VK
Rk B ERZ—,
Inner Mongolia: Located at the northern border of China, it is
one of the five autonomous regions of China.
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English Version

Four Ancient Beauties: Wang Zhaojun

There were four great beauties in ancient China, among them
was Wang Zhaojun who lived during the Han Dynasty. She was
born in Zigui, Hubei Province. There was a small river called
Xiangxi (Fragrant Stream) that flowed past the front door of her
house. Zhaojun was very pretty even at an early age; her eyes
were as clear as the water of the Fragrant Stream, her face was
so pure and delicate that it looked like a peach flower, and her
figure was as graceful as a w1llowwt\ree Everyone said that she
looked just like a fairy ma1den§3>m heaven.

Zhaojun’s parents and brot‘her loved her dearly, and they invited
several educators te: }tea’éh her reading, the pipa and drawing.
Little Zhaojun was’?}’ qulck learner. She liked to play the pipa
very much and was quite good at it. Upon hearing her pipa
music, people would often forget what they were doing, and
even the little birds that were flying in the sky would sit in the
trees to listen. Zhaojun often thought while playing the pipa,
“What will my future be like? Am I going to follow the path
of my neighbors by marrying an average man, giving birth to
several lovely children and then spending the rest of my life in a
dull and prosaic way?”’

Time had passed like this until Zhaojun reached 16. It never
occurred to anybody that a major event was about to take place
in her family. One morning, a county officer made a sudden visit



0 25 2J;8 Reading exercises

—. JE&PEBI . Choose the correct answers.

1L EHREAELNELH ( ) Lo

A — B. = C.m D. A
2. FHEEHRAEGEHER ( ) Eo

A K% B.#d C.Tdk D AEH
3. B IFEE R ( s

A FFH B. &+ % %% D. BEE

4. WTRIEEZ e, ( Tf@;l%
Q\,

A BEME (0 B.BAE

C. H”iﬁ’]%ﬁ“'ﬂ.‘ D. 137 9 5L

5. FEEHE, ﬁuﬁ%%iﬁ? ( )
A 2% B.THBBEZ C. )% D £u%k
6. /NEXEERK ARMER, H52EfE ( )o

A BEFE B. hEAeiE B

C. 2FfRE D. 2 fag 4
7. RN FEEDGEAR ( Do

A R B. i

C. & D. duiz



8. FSZ T AR IREA T ( )o

A. A B. L%
C. &% D. VL EHRZ

9. B AT AARNEHBEERERC N ZH? ( )

A. 25 RERIBE

B.BERERZF

C. "F 3 AR TR ERIBE

D. B3 Bk E sk F b AR T

10. EFIIMELG, 2ATEMA (), LH14mE
B,

_ _ wZ}"‘:{
A. &3 )L MN@;}?%%
C. ot DRk sk
33;.'.44"’..‘
f?}’?j:’?

L N AR R B R A I
Wi, WIREREE T, FEGEE “F.

Decide whether the following statements are true (T)

or false(F).

1 EREERNEIA, HAEEEHRA, ( )
2. EHEEMEIFELR, MITENEES, FE=
=ICH O EMEERE. ( )

3. BB AR E HONARRRBER L ZI U TR, fi—



@ 25 2B % Keys to the exercises

~
— . R
I.C 2B 3D 4A 5D
6D 7.D 8B 9.C 10.D

T HMTRE - TSR N A R SR S IR,
WRIERERR “T7, REMIER “F
LT 2T 3T 4F 5F
6T 7.F 8&F 9T 10.F

1.A C D B
2.E D F C B A
3.B C E A D

VU, L
1. A-b, B-a, C-c, D-f, E-d, F-e
2.A-c,B-d, C-b, D-a

7i. IBHRIERENES T TN
F-H-E-J-A-G-B-C-I-K-D
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| Vocabulary List

bufen part, section

7. cdoyudn grassland

v. chulY handle, deal with

&R adj. congming  smart, clever

n.  dachén cabinet minister (of a monarch)

n. chdnyd Chanyu, title of the Xiongnu chief

v. dugud spend

v.  fanhuf go back on one’s promise

G n. feizi imperial concubine

n. fenghao title granted by the emperor

INZE n.  goéngzhl princess
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