Preface

For students who study Chinese as a foreign language, it’s
crucial for them to enlarge the scope of their reading to improve
their comprehension skills. The “Rainbow Bridge” Graded
Chinese Reader series is designed to provide a collection of
interesting and useful Chinese reading materials. This series
grades each volume by its Vocabulamﬁy,el and brings the
learners into every scene through ww’ﬁ"s&brytelhng The series
has the following features: N
S \\
L

I. A gradual approac b}}%l’ ading the volumes based on
vocabulary levels. We have consulted the New HSK Vocabulary
(2012 Revised E qon the Graded Chinese Syllables, Characters
and Words for the ication of Teaching Chinese to the Speakers of
Other Languages (Natz’onal Standard) and the 1500 Commonly
Used High Frequency Chinese Vocabulary, along with the
Common European Framework of Reference for Languages
(CEFR) to design the “Rainbow Bridge” vocabulary grading
standard. The series is divided into seven levels (Starter”, Level
1, Level 2, Level 3, Level 4, Level 5 and Level 6) for students at
different stages in their Chinese education to choose from. For
each level, new words are no more than 20% of the vocabulary
amount as specified in the corresponding HSK and CEFR levels.

* Represented by “S” on the back cover.




As the levels progress, the passage length will in turn increase.
The following table indicates the corresponding “Rainbow
Bridge” level, HSK and CEFR levels, the vocabulary amount,
and number of characters.

Level Starter 1 2 3 4 5 6

HSK1 |HSK1-2| HSK2-3 | HSK3 | HSK3-4 | HSK4 | HSK5
CEFR | CEFR | CEFR | CEFR | CEFR | CEFR | CEFR
Al Al1-A2 | A2-Bl1 |A2-Bl B1 B1-B2 |B2-Cl1

HSK/
CEFR Level

Vocabulary | 150 300 500 750 1000 1500 | 2500

Characters | 1000 | 2500 5000 7500 | 10,000 |15,000 25,000

II. Intriguing stories on various themq&.ﬁ?}&g series features
engaging stories known for their tw.}’sz@\:ag& turns as well as
deeply touching plots. The readers g{g}\ﬁnﬂlt a joyful experience
to read the stories. The top'ﬁq@i@\‘selected from Chinese
mythology, legends, folklorey é?ary classics, biographies of
renowned people and historical tales. Such widely ranged topics
would exert an invfg§ {@et formative, influence on readers’

understanding of C ¢ culture and history.

§

I11. Reasonably structured and easy to use. For each volume
of the “Rainbow Bridge” series, apart from a Chinese story, we
also provide an introduction to the main characters in Chinese
and English, new words with English explanations and sample
sentences, and an English translation of the story, followed by
comprehension exercises and a vocabulary list to help users read
and understand the story and improve their Chinese reading
skills. The exercises are mainly presented as objective questions
that take on various forms with moderate difficulty. Moreover,
keys to the exercises are also provided. The series can be used



by teachers in class or by students for self-study.

If you have any questions, comments or suggestions about
the series, please email us at liuxiaolin@sinolingua.com.cn.
You can also exchange ideas with us via our WeChat account:
CHQRainbowBridge. This account will provide updates on the
series along with Chinese reading materials and cultural tips.

Han Ying and Liu Xiaolin
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Main Characters and Places

o FR (Yéxian): M EMI K &LIL, BRER. B
)G, SRMEFAe Yk B A WG Rk A E
Yexian: The elder daughter of a rich man, Wu. She was a beau-

tiful and kindhearted girl who lost her mother, so she
lived with her stepmother and stepsister.

Yk B (Gimb): M EEDEE, PR S, REK
"PRR, AR

Stepmother: The second wife of Wu and stepmother of Yexian.
She did not like Yexian and abused her.

Y894 )L (jiml de nt’ér): X W £ 49 &L, KAF
H, SHIR,
Stepsister: The younger daughter of Wu. She was ugly and evil.

X (gudwdng): FeFEE X,
The King: The King of the State of Tuohan.

Fe i B (Tudhdngud): T E&ZH—AHE, BL+
A~ By M 28 %,

The State of Tuohan: An ancient island nation in the south of
China. It consisted of several dozen islands and islets.




@ FRYEIR (Huiga-
niang) ». Cinderella
e.g., IRIGIRtEAESE K
TRERIBBR

@ X (jiu) » long time
eg., ITRA, A
TEECHMY S

® LAR (yigian) 7.
earlier times

e.g., XEIELABIRE
Eo

@ £ (W) n. Wu

(a Chinese family
name)

e.g., HIBIBHSR
B M= (cdizhu) n.

rich man 734

e.g., PELFHESE

¥
BAMETE, A

®) F# (ldopo) n.
wife
eg, INERIBEREZE

Juo

@ 4482 (mu) 7.
stepmother

e.g., AARAY4A RS
fth1R4F

BB v R s

B EIET Y — A
VWA, MR L %
WA e E 0 E Y,
EHABBALE, WANEA
/\%[sﬁa/l:\,@)b, R %
MoLmEhR, Bk, £
M@k e AR T, AM
RO R T oH R
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English Version

Yexian — A Cinderella Story from China

A long time ago, there was a rich man named Wu, or Landlord
Wau as the locals called him. He had two wives, each of whom
gave him one daughter. Yexian was the daughter of his first
wife, who later died. The second wife of Landlord Wu became
Yexian’s stepmother. <

W i'
Yexian was beautiful and kindhearte a‘hd could make clothes
on her own. Her father liked her vt nmch Her stepsister, on

the contrary, was ugly and evil- h{@f'ed‘

N
Later, Landlord Wu d1e@s second wife disliked Yexian

because she was so muych more beautiful and smarter than

her own daughter. 4 en beat Yexian, gave her the most

demanding work an fisked her to fetch water from faraway
places. The stepsister also bullied Yexian, which made Yexian

very sad.

One day when Yexian was fetching water, she caught a small
fish, a red fish with golden eyes. Yexian liked it so much that she
brought it home and put it in a bowl. She looked at it every day.

The fish swam around. It was indeed a cute creature. Yexian said
to it, “Little fish, I like you and from now on you are my best
friend!” She saved her food to feed the fish.

The small fish soon grew too big for the bowl, so Yexian put it
in a pond behind her home. Every day when she came near the



o PRAGZ5 2] Warm—up exercises

—. W% Pif%iE, Read the following phrases.

pidoliang shanliéng  weidao hé&n hdo
N = ¥ g £ 4
F e B R R RAF

jiimdngmdng dignle didntdu

4:5: 1:5; ‘h‘: 'T-I‘: 1\5\\ T 1%\ %

.. B#Wi, Pre-reading questions.

1. HBREANERE LR ILY
A%\/}t"\s\
QO

2. ﬂJrIKEE’JéEKi@f{ré\Ei%éé\ﬂJrBE%ﬁZ?HE?

3. At AMREF A B kst it A7



0 IG5 2] Reading exercises

— . B 5¢)kM8, Read the story and answer

the following questions.

1. = EFHA , W AHE — &L,

X

2z )Lny o

2. IEHRIEI RN A S N3 E) THEF I o

A.

SHET. G AT#%§§%%%ﬁ%%
NI
— R E R, cfj’ai‘&
o

B@mfﬁmm@,é wofe z%z
C. A—K, ﬁ@ﬁ7ﬁﬁﬁ WET—4&h &,
D. »tfRde i 3% AERBHRFELET, BEF R

%A%MﬂK%TO

AR, AR ERERD &R K,

PR AT BEGET, N T RTFE, &
FERBGAE,

G *FRARDCET — R, XAEMEIT RTE,

H.

BILEFHT, ibF-PXAFRT — KX R$#,

(1)  (2)  (3)  (4)
(5)  (6) (7). (8)



@ WG &5 Keys to the exercises
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(5)G (6)H (7)D (8)F
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| Vocabulary List

v b&ohu protect

v. chdngchang taste, try

adj.  chdu ugly

knife

bone

v.  guojié celebrate or spend a holiday

adj.  héshi suitable

TR IR n.  Huiganiang  Cinderella

n. jimu stepmother

n. jién festival

n. jinzi gold

long time

n.  ldopo wife

n.  lign face
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