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Level Starter 1 2 3 4 5 6
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A1-A2
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HSK4
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B1-B2
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Vocabulary 150 300 500 750 1,000 1,500 2,500

Characters 1,000 2,500 5,000 7,500 10,000 15,000 25,000

II. Intriguing stories on various themes. The series features engaging 
stories known for their twists and turns as well as deeply touching 
plots. The readers will find it a joyful experience to read the stories. 
The topics are selected from Chinese mythology, legends, folklore, 
literary classics, biographies of renowned people and historical tales. 
Such widely ranged topics would exert an invisible, yet formative, 
influence on readers’ understanding of Chinese culture and history.

III. Reasonably structured and easy to use. For each volume of the 
“Rainbow Bridge” series, apart from a Chinese story, we also provide 
an introduction to the main characters in Chinese and English, new 
words with English explanations and sample sentences, and an English 
translation of the story, followed by comprehension exercises and a 
vocabulary list to help users read and understand the story and improve 
their Chinese reading skills. The exercises are mainly presented as 
objective questions that take on various forms with moderate difficulty. 
Moreover, keys to the exercises are also provided. The series can be 
used by teachers in class or by students for self-study.

If you have any questions, comments or suggestions about the series, 
please email us at liuxiaolin@sinolingua.com.cn. You can also 
exchange ideas with us via our WeChat account: CHQRainbowBridge. 
This account will provide updates on the series along with Chinese 
reading materials and cultural tips.

 Han Ying and Liu Xiaolin

除夕 a的传说 b

古时候 c，有一只叫

“夕”的怪兽 d。它住在

海 e 里，每到一年中的

最后一天，它就会从海

里出来吃人。

a 除夕 (Chúxī) n. 
Chinese New Year’s 
Eve
e.g., 农历一年的最
后一天是除夕。

b 传说 (chu1nshuō) 
n. legend
e.g., 奶奶给我讲了很
多动人的传说故事。

c 古时候 (gǔsh!hou) 
n. ancient times
e.g., 这是一个古时
候的故事。

d 怪兽 (guàishòu) n. 
monster
e.g., 老人打死了怪
兽。

e 海 (hǎi) n. sea
e.g., 我家住在海边。

中文故事
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a 害怕 (hàipà) v. 
fear
e.g., 爸爸生气了，我
很害怕。

b 山 (shān) n. 
mountain
e.g., 山很高。

因为害怕 a“夕”，

每年的最后一天，人们

就从家里跑出来，跑到

高高的山 b 上。那些跑

得慢的人就被“夕”吃

了。
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这一年，又到了最

后一天。一大早，就有

很多人从家里出来，跑

到山上去躲 a 了起来。

c 躲 (du6) v. hide
e.g., 他 躲 了 起 来，
不让妈妈看见他。
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一个老奶奶很老了，

也没有家人。她想：“每

年都跑，要跑到什么时

候 ? 我不跑了，死也没

什么可害怕的！”她一

个人在村子a里留b了下

来。

a 村子 (cūnzi) n.  
village
e.g., 我的爷爷奶奶
都住在村子里。

b 留 (liú) v. stay
e.g., 请 你 留 下 来，
别走了。
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过了一会儿，村子

外面走来了一个老人。

他走到老奶奶家门 a 前，

问：“你能给我点儿吃的

吗？”老奶奶回家拿出

一些吃的，给了老人。

a 门 (mén) n. door
e.g., 门外来了一个
我不认识的人。
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