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During my twenty years of teaching at SOAS (School of Oriental and African Studies, University of
London), | began to develop an interest in different ways of teaching Chinese as a written language. My book
Mastering Chinese Characters: A Modern Approach was published in 2014 by the Commercial Press. I've
now compiled a new series of textbooks which is an update called the Zoom In series (including Elementary
Chinese in 60 Hours 1 & 2, Intermediate Chinese in 118 Hours 1 & 2, Advanced Chinese in 337 Hours 1 & 2
with accompanying workbooks).

The traditional way to teach written Chinese has been to take each character apart and trace the roots of
its radicals to their sources. Though being well-accepted by Chinese students who are already familiar with
their own history and culture, this approach has not been particularly effective for foreign students learning
the language from scratch. In hindsight, this strategy was perhaps both too academic and too localised.
It tended to assume the student possessed a basic knowledge of China such as its national and folkloric
heritage, its geography, social values and codes of behaviour.

In an attempt to avoid similar pitfalls, it became something of an obsession of mine to figure out an
alternative way to inspire and support foreign students in a way which does not require prior knowledge of
Chinese. The resulting textbook is an attempt at this more intuitive approach, that employs fresh visual tools.
Since both pictures and sound are regular components of Chinese characters, we have included a cartoon to
match each character, supported by a short piece of text in English which students are encouraged to read
aloud. Whatever proved most helpful to the class or individual ended up on these pages, as | believe the
priority should always be given to practical use over established convention.

In accordance with the Chinese saying, “Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day; teach a man to
fish and you feed him for a lifetime. Knowledge is the best charity,” the book encourages students to follow
the method and pursue their own learning goals as far as their interest dictates.

The first 15 lessons are dedicated to character learning while the later lessons include two parts.“Part 1
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Combining Characters” is about making words or phrases. All 170 characters learned in the first 15 lessons
are used to form words and phrases. “Part || Compose Sentences” is about using words and phrases to
form five sentences. The first three sentences are simple and the last two are longer and more difficult. After
finishing the whole book, students should be able to know 1,250 words or phrases and read 510 simple
sentences, while those with strong language ability could master as many as 850 sentences.

An exercise book is also designed to help students memorize Chinese characters and word
combinations as well as helping to construct sentences with those words. The book also provides a story of
some 4,500 words for students to read.

This series has been used in the classroom for two years. Students could spend 1.5 hours per week in a
total of twenty weeks (30 hours) to learn 170 Chinese characters.

In the West there exists tremendous interest in learning Chinese. In order to follow this trend, | would
suggest a couple of things: Firstly, to remind Chinese language teachers that a spoken language and its
written form are intimately connected. In other words, to teach the spoken language, it is paramount to
teach reading and writing at the same time. Secondly, our attention should be given more to children and
teenagers, for whom Chinese has become one of the most popular subjects at school. It is with this age
group in mind that we hope to take on a serious subject in a relaxed and playful manner.

As this volume is soon to be put into publication, | would like to express my particular gratitude to
Richard Pilgrim for his outstanding contribution to proofreading the English part. Special thanks go to
Mr. Kevin Munns for his recording of the English in the book. His high standard of English has greatly helped

improve the book!

David Su Liqun
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Stroke order

Radical/Component 1 mouth M Grammatical Code ba 179

Grammatical Code ba ‘]a

I (mouth) + 2 (reptile/snake) = code of a guessing or suggestion

Catchphrase
| SUGGEST you leave me alone because | am a poisonous
’D) snake. The SUGGESTION particle is II" ba.

) (i

| n
U

n
H

B
3

B
3

as)
iy
®

WHI

Sugor

Stroke order

Radical/Component [{ white | WHITE bdi {180

WHITE bdi é

Ancient form e
J (mark) + H (sunlight) = white

Catchphrase
Here is a package of WHITE sugar. WHITE is ['l bdi.

2.1y

2
1B

<J

Radical/Component — the first stroke ~ Ff HUNDRED bdi

Stroke order

HUNDRED bdi E

Ancient form g

— (one) + é (white food/two zeros) = hundred

P Catchphrase

This package of the white sugar is one HUNDRED grams.
'>)) HUNDRED is Fi bdi.

—

—
|

2
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LGSSOH 1 11—

Radical/Component T jade ~ Pf GROUP ban | 182
GROUP ban }}JI_

Ancient form FI

F Gade) + j (saw/knife)+ F (jade) = group

Catchphrase
Two pieces of jade form a GROUP, made by a saw cutting a
’)>> square block of jade in two. GROUP is B ban.

W) (i

Stroke order

et DA N AR s B A I 1 I.'I.'I.II.i_
T E TGS

Radical/Component I turban 3% (¥1*) HELP bang 183

073 HELP bang %115

Traditional form £

F (woods)+[ (town) + IfJ (cloth linking) = help

Catchphrase
Making a connection between the forest and the city can HELP
’») improve the environment. HELP is #% bang.

W) (i

*OMET AR, ARSI A B, R AR A AR

* The traditional form of the character, if any, is included for the reader’s

reference through the textbook.
s ENENE: iziﬁ_ﬂ'miﬁiﬂ

Stroke order

@ l:fji) REPORT bao %111

Ancient form ih Traditional form ¥

* (hand) + E\ (slavery labour) = report
7\

Catchphrase
When an official REPORTSs to his superior, it is customary for him
’») to bow his head in obeisance. REPORT is i bdo.

W) (i

Stroke order

e e
i 4

S

[ay
Sy
Sy
Sy

3 i —
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Radical/Component [T field 5 (ff§) PREPARE beéi

PREPARE beéi %

Ancient form E Traditional form 5
T (tools) + H (field/box) = a box with all needs
Catchphrase

| have packed my basket and am fully PREPAREd for my
’>)) mission. PREPARE is # béi.

W) (I

Stroke order

R

Radical/Component b, person/knife . COMPARE bi

COMPARE bi bb

Ancient form rf

éﬁi@fi«% e

Two rival ballerinas COMPARE their beauty. COMPARE is

’))) Lt bi.

Stroke order

- )
140 4

<

Radical/Component 77 bamboo 2 (4f£) BRUSH/PEN bi
J )

BRUSH/PEN bi %
Ancient form g‘ Traditional form &

b 77 (bamboo) + %’ =& (hair) = brush/pen

Catchphrase
Beautiful calligraphy comes not only from your artistic eye but

) also from the way you hold the bamboo writing BRUSH in a
straight line, with fully absorbed ink. BRUSH/PEN is “& bi.

Stroke order
AR Al Al A A A %

\;r
%

4
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Lesson 1 i

Radical/Component i_ walk

i1 (%) EDGE/SIDE bian {188

~ h
EDGE/SIDE bian 3

. 2 .. .
Ancient form i$ Traditional form 1%

i (walk) + 'a' (moved by force) = edge/side

m Catchphrase

In ancient times, criminals were forced to go to the country’s
'))> EDGE for hard and dangerous work. EDGE/SIDE is i/ bian.

Stroke order

YRR NS
SRR AR RN RN YC)

Radical/Component 7 cloth 3¢ APPEARANCE/SURFACE bidgo | 189

“ | APPEARANCE/SURFACE biio
< - /

M Ancient form %
ﬂw‘ § $ (hair) + @ (hat & dress) = appearance/surface

o

m Catchphrase
A person’s APPEARANCE often reflects his inner life.
’)» APPEARANCE/SURFACE is # bido.

Stroke order

= 1= %
— AE.

v
b\
v
M\
"
ne
vy

DON’T/GOODBYE bié 5']
\

Ancient form m Traditional form Jj!]
@

ﬁ Y5 (body/another) +& 1] (knife) = don’t/goodbye

m Catchphrase

Part One: Please DON'T cut me in halfl DON'T is Jl bié.
'>)> Part Two: GOODBYE, my twin! GOODBYE is %l bié.

Stroke order

\ A A= A=

—
—

5 i —
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Seven Grammatical Codes "®. . . £+, &b, ., &
and 179_190 HE\ El\ Ef\ ﬂ]z\ ?'SI!}\ *E\ %\ tb\ %\ m\ 2%\ %IJ

Lesson 16

As in the Book 1, it will be necessary to learn the grammatical functions of certain characters
before understanding how they are used in the Example Sentences. These grammar structures
involve the characters: M ba (179), Lt bi (186), %1 bié (190), £ de (207), i guo (225) , L y& (320)
and % zhe (337).

m 179 MM (suggestion particle) bd

P can be used with i} to express approval or disapproval.

B, FRATIBE 2R OK, now we can go to lunch.
NG, N ESFE TAEE That won’t do. Everyone else is working.

f can also be used at the end of a statement to indicate a request, guess or suggestion, in
both positive and negative senses.

A You are Mr. Xie, aren’t you?
PRAEAL T ? You are not from Beijing, | guess.

E 186 Lk TocomPArRE bi

The principle of Natural Order grammar becomes particularly apparent when making
comparisons. For instance, if you want to compare the temperature between Beijing and northeast
China, in English you would say: Compared to northeast China, Beijing is hotter.

In Chinese the word order is:

bt — btk — ARk — 34 Beijing-compare-northeast China-hotter.

Two comparable types of question are:

Jbnt — b — ARk — P — g2 Beijing-compare-northeast China-hotter-MA?
b5t — oAt — Rk — #4 Beijing-compare or not compare-northeast China-hotter? (Beijing
(AL ARIEPGL AR AR IR ) compare northeast China hotter or not compare northeast China hotter)

Thus, in the natural order of things the speaker first of all compares the two places, and then
comes to the conclusion that one is hotter than the other.

Notes:

The pattern of a comparative sentence is:
Comparison object A . Comparison object B + Description

60
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Lesson 16

% DONOT bié 190 El

7 (don't) is a negative command given to others; it is never used in a statement about oneself.

ok, fram%!
AT P2, FRalE!

I’m going, but you're not.

We will have a meeting this afternoon. Don’t leave!

4 (grammatical code) de 207 m

The grammatical code 4% is a verb qualifier usually placed between a verb and an adjective to

comment on the performance of an action.

A IR YT o
B ANG

They play very well.

He doesn'’t sing well.

% also functions as an adjective maodifier, in conjunction with Z or /) to indicate the degree of
certain quality.

bt R 2

He is much taller than me.

1k (grammatical code) QuO 225

it is a verb modifier placed between a verb and a noun to denote past experience.

g =PSul has/have never been to

Bt has/have seen

FBAEIIN | have never been to Beijing.
Or:

itteum A He used to be a teacher.

t ALso yé 320

H2, means also, too, still. It usually appears before a verb or a qualified adjective. If a time word
is used, it is placed between H, and the verb.

FARP, fRue? I'm hot. How about you?

ERUK(IS A I'm also hot.

TAPR, ARWe? I’'m not hot. How about you?

AR, I'm also not hot.

TEALR, RWe? | am going to Beijing. How about you?
k. | am going to Beijing too.

TR EBILRL, RWe? I will go to Beijing tomorrow. How about you?
FABHR L I will go (to Beijing) tomorrow too.

61

L

(T

2021/4/13 13:01:49 ’7




| T T

w0 60 RIS RS - RA (TH)

)

] % (grammatical code) zhe I

¥% is a grammatical code that indicates the continuation of an action itself, or the action has

been aborted, but the state it produces continues.

F+EHOFE to wear + (ongoing action particle) = is wearing
W& It's raining.

M Don't stand.

RIBFEE It's still light.

EE LR go on foot

KA say with a smile

([T busy with the exams

e 62
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W (grammatical code) ba 179 E-

Chinese English Character codes
I+ B — T good + suggestion particle = OK; fine 039/179
PR Ual Let’s go. 102/179
nZhg Let's eat. 011/179
PRAEGHGHPE? You're the elder sister, aren’t you? 089/118/057/057/179
P Please hurry up! 244/345/179
FEIXAMIE? It's this one, isn't it? 118/167/031/179

Example Sentences

1

/179

G, FBUERETHI .

OK, | will make a phone call right now.

2/179

F, Ak, AR, WA I

Going is no good, but neither is not going.

3/179

FAIR AL > nZhe

Let’s eat a bit quicker!

4/179

PR AN 7
You're Ben, aren’t you?

5/179

PRIBIIES, REXAIE?
The tea you drink is this one, isn'’t it?

W SR TIUERA HSK2Zindb 63
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*The pattern 4~ [adjective]... H.4s [contrasting adjective] = neither...nor...

“fh (—) fJL = a bit quicker

\Note
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m 180 1 WHITE Dbdi

Chinese English Character
codes
B+ A — A bright + white = clear; obvious; understand 083/180
[SFEN (the colour) white 180/277
EBPN daytime 180/128
[SE:S blank paper 180/342
HIFK plain boiled water 180/061/120
HE white snow 180/314

Example Sentences

FERAA,
1/180
I like white colour.
[USPNOCLE
2/180 N
She often sings during the day.
THARLEA AR,
3/180
Please give me some blank paper.
4180 Hh B AR K o AT T8 R ARO B AR
Chinese people like to drink hot water. They say hot water is good for (your) health.
5180 WA 2R
Why can’t you understand what | mean?

64
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Lesson 16 i

B HUNDRED bdi 181 E-

Character
Chinese English
codes
H+E—-Ek one hundred + surname = common people 181/312
B4 a hundred years; century 181/090
—H one hundred 152/181
CExM:) Hundred Family Surnames 181/053/312
B% one hundred years old 181/124
Aokt percentage 181/028/186
Example Sentences
11181 PRAFER R A
You and | are both ordinary people.
o181 B B AILASE T .
Teacher Qian’s house is hundreds of years old.
NI T —H 5y
3/181 i
Xiaoming scored a 100%.
4181 CERE) XABEA L EENEAE,
The book Hundred Family Surnames contains 504 Chinese surnames.
A bt *, UATE 2 AL, (HIHEE =T AHHA 1T ES A
5/181 It is said in the newspaper that there were not many centenarians in the past, but now there is one
in every three thousand people.
A

*Reported speech: #R4E Fi5 / Wrik / 15445 etc.

Chinese does not use a grammatical marker such as ‘that’ to introduce
reported content. Instead, what was said is added directly after the verb (i,
1) etc). In written Chinese, a comma is often added after i or |1 , but it can

be omitted in short sentences.

65 1l —
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m 182 PP CLASS/GROUP/WORK SHIFT/MW (scheduled transport) bdn

Chinese English Character
codes
3 go to work 108/182
THE leave work 139/182
P4 scheduled bus; shuttle bus 182/010
PEK scheduled transport (flights, trains, etc.) 182/200
PEK student leader; monitor 182/194
PEHL scheduled flight 182/051
1 day shift 180/182

Example Sentences

11182 BRE AR RAYEE.
A shuttle bus service runs every morning between 6 and 10 am.
o182 FACH K RAWUABEK
There are four trains to Beijing each day.
3182 FIGER B E L4 & RIE
My mother will go to work at ten past seven tomorrow morning.
4/182 ANHE T NGRS ETIE, HREDSR TR, Brildmtss s 7.
Xiaoyue often commutes to work by bus, but because it was raining today, she just took a taxi.
A I, FRIDL, ARFNE F—BEMAERORE R LG ?
5182 B: FAMLAHIIE .
A: Hibuddy, do you know what time the next flight from Beijing is?
B: | don’t know either.

il 66
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Chinese English Character
codes
i+ B8 help + assist = help 183/343
A give a hand 183/254
I casual labourer 183/032
HF assistant 183/284
—H team; squad; bunch 152/183/172
s underworld gang 183/049

Example Sentences

FAEE R
1/183

I'd like to ask for your help.
183 e, AL * 3.

In Britain, it is not easy to find casual labour.
3183 B N R b ) B T

Teacher Qian said Xiaoming is a great help.
41183 WRXRFBAFALF, L EFAE BRI ?

Your Chinese mark wasn’t so good this time; would you like me to help you?

WA LAELF, BRI AINE B AT TR
5/183 Why can’t you be a good student instead of always playing basketball with a group of boys who
don’t take their studies seriously?

* I means ‘good’, but it can also be used to express that something is easy to
do or good to do. The pattern is: i + verb = adjective.
E.g. Iz = delicious, I#HtJL = fun, A iFFk = difficult to find
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m 184 1t REPORT/NEWSPAPER bdo

Chinese English Character
codes
i+ 48 — AR report + paper = newspaper 184/342
Eitd sell newspapers 252/184
LA telegram 017/184
e news agency 184/035
RS evening newspaper 300/184
F read a newspaper 062/184

Example Sentences

1/184

BUER PR AR T, XD?

Nowadays middle school students don’t often read newspapers, right?

2/184

TNk, B NAAERRRIE (SRR .
When | was young, every elementary school student could sing the song “Selling Newspapers”.

3/184

RARE SR ENE IR,

This is my father’s favourite newspaper.

4/184

FEAER AP0, PR LS B4R TR,
I'm going to study Chinese at university because | want to work in a newspaper office in the

future.

5/184

A e BEEE, AT REEER, R

B: MEHA.

A: When | was in school, our whole family loved reading newspapers. What about you?
B: So did my family.
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Chinese English Character
codes
W+ 8 — Wi accurate + prepare = prepare; plan 344/185
i prepare lessons 185/243
&R prepare a meal 185/026
i spare part 185/232
G reserve 044/185
B/ be available; in stock 185/158

Example Sentences

KASHEIN & TARKE AR, Friifh B BRI .

The new teacher spends a long time on lesson preparation; as a result his teaching is very good.

1/185

i BN LB,

| plan to visit my grandmother on Saturday.

2/185

), UREE MR RIS A D

Excuse me, do you know where | can buy spare parts for cars?

3/185

FRIEE] T, 2L, RIUEM L SR,

It's lunchtime. Please take a seat for a moment, and | will get the meal ready.

4/185

A: RN ERAE H S & U TG
B: #C &k s 1. FABRIIIIER 2R
A: Is everything ready for the birthday party this evening?

5/185

B: It's all done. | hope my friends will all come.
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m 186 Lt COMPARE/COMPETITION bi

Character
Chinese English
codes

b two to one 025/186/152
tb—Lk compare 186/152/186
AL can’'t compare to; doesn’t measure up to 186/007/108

tegy score 186/028

Hei have a competition 186/282

Example Sentences

1/186

A HariEE b
B: thar—th—.
A: What'’s the score?

B: The score is two-one.

2/186

K, FAIL—tLiESE.

Come on, let’s see who is taller.

3/186

PRI AS a2

Are you are saying | don’t measure up to her?

4/186

IHIEA RULRT, PrLbAERIR I T .

My elder sister is a little tired, so she doesn’t want to have a competition with me.

5/186

e, BEWILEG T TIZE . TR * REEE, RESHibEEn.

In China, parents give their children the best food. As a result, I'm taller than my dad, and my dad

is taller than his dad.
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% PEN/WRITING BRUSH bi 187 E-

Chinese English Character codes
B+ - BE lead + pen = pencil 269/187
BT handwriting 269/187/173
4 pen name 187/082
EKX pen pal 187/157
ik writing test 187/282
FARENNES red pen 229/277/015/187

Example Sentences

HREEEAE T o

Those pens are not mine.

1/187

EIRSNE - “PREVETETREPR AL 7

The teacher said to Xiaoming, ‘Your handwriting has improved a lot!’

2/187

REEHRIAES

Many writers have pen names.

3/187

M ERA —AERVZLE *, BATEE A

| have the same hobby as my pen pal, we both like swimming.

4/187

A: AR A fA4E?
B: AMRL, IRELDEML?

A: Does anyone have a red pen and white paper?

5/187

B: I have plenty. How many pens and how much paper do you want?

\

* —£ (yiyang) can be used to express that two things are the same, or share
the same quality.

The structure is: Noun 1 + iR / il + Noun 2 + —#¥ + Adjective.
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m 188 iJJ EDGE/SIDE/BORDER bidn

Chinese English Character codes
il side; beside 262/188
i in front of 099/188
Yl left-hand side 348/188
ik right-hand side 329/188
Lin above 108/188
full! side door 188/257
—HREEAE A as far as the eye can see 152/316/302/007/205/188

Example Sentences

11188 TR FNEENEPEE .
Next to my home lives an old Chinese medical doctor.
0188 TR KA A, PRREFR B —AN A 420
To the left of the Beijing Railway Station you can see a taxi stand.
3/188 RLEEEH — A, BAERILSFR.
The cinema has a side door. I'm waiting for you there.
4188 ARG T, —IREAZL,
This airport is so big that one can’t take it all at once.
5188 FAE EIABIUAS B3 %P RRAE b LB e 5K, AR BB AR E?
Those boys living upstairs play football in the room every day. How am | supposed to rest?

*The structure “adjective + 154154 1~ (de budélidio)” is used to express that the

level of something has gone to an extreme.
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#  WATCH/SURFACE/APPEARANCE bicio 189 E-

Character
Chinese English
codes
F£ watch 284/189
Wi new watch 311/189
®E antique watch 066/189
“F famous watch 082/189
L5 watchmaker’s shop 169/189/018
Example Sentences
11189 AR T ZE T — TR
Mr Xie gave his wife a watch as a present.
/189 I FRIAR T, EEFHL PR
| can’t find my watch. Please help me buy a new one!
BHER Z o E AN ER R AME AL, R A e SEAET
3/189 Nowadays many Chinese people go abroad to buy famous brand watches because they’re
cheaper than those in China.
FEBANE S, AN AR RE T, BT E L e T,
4/189 One of our classmates named Xiaoxi used to work in a watch shop. | hear that he’s gone into
business.
WERRRAVAEH , 198525 7R —PURIFIE, (HRERA SR, REELERTE.
5/189 Yesterday was my birthday. My mum gave me a really good watch, but | don'’t like it. | want an
Apple Watch. A

* i} pidnyi= cheap
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%l (imperative) DON'T/STOP/TO LEAVE/OTHER bié

. . Character
Chinese English
codes
Il don’t laugh 190/310
Az don’t eat 190/011
B don’t play 190/299
A don't talk 190/122
e don’t wait 190/208
R don’t be complacent 190/207/324

Example Sentences

1/190

MR T BUER: EIRITE]
Stop laughing! It's lesson time.

2/190

WZZRPUBIFAE, A o

Please don’t talk when you are eating.

3/190

MBOILT , FHBEFHL * BRI AT .

Please stop playing. Constantly playing on your mobile phone is not good for the eyes.

4/190

WEET, BRERERRHE ™ IR, WATHIE SRR

Let’s not wait. Elder brother comes home late every day and yet doesn'’t call to tell us.

5/190

HIRBE T BRIRDUEEAGE, HRREAIL A2 IR B |
Don't be complacent. Although your Chinese exam result is not bad, you still have nine more
GCSEs to take!
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