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During my twenty years of teaching at SOAS (School of Oriental and African Studies, University of
London), | began to develop an interest in different ways of teaching Chinese as a written language.
My book Mastering Chinese Characters: A Modern Approach was published in 2014 by the Commercial
Press. I've now compiled a new series of textbooks which is an update called the Zoom In series
(including Elementary Chinese in 60 Hours 1 & 2, Intermediate Chinese in 118 Hours 1 & 2, Advanced
Chinese in 337 Hours 1 & 2 with accompanying workbooks).

The traditional way to teach written Chinese has been to take each character apart and trace the
roots of its radicals to their sources. Though being well-accepted by Chinese students who are already
familiar with their own history and culture, this approach has not been particularly effective for foreign
students learning the language from scratch. In hindsight, this strategy was perhaps both too academic
and too localised. It tended to assume the student possessed a basic knowledge of China such as its
national and folkloric heritage, its geography, social values and codes of behaviour.

In an attempt to avoid similar pitfalls, it became something of an obsession of mine to figure out an
alternative way to inspire and support foreign students in a way which does not require prior knowledge
of Chinese. The resulting series of textbooks is an attempt at this more intuitive approach, that employs
fresh visual tools. Since both pictures and sound are regular components of Chinese characters, we
have included a cartoon to match each character, supported by a short piece of text in English which
students are encouraged to read aloud. Whatever proved most helpful to the class or individual ended
up on these pages, as | believe the priority should always be given to practical use over established
convention.

In accordance with the Chinese saying, “Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day; teach a man
to fish and you feed him for a lifetime. Knowledge is the best charity,” the book encourages students to
follow the method and pursue their own learning goals as far as their interest dictates.

The first 15 lessons are dedicated to character learning while the later lessons include two parts.
“Part 1 Combining Characters” is about making words or phrases. All 178 characters learned in the first

15 lessons are used to form words and phrases. “Part || Compose Sentences” is about using words and



phrases to form five sentences. The first three sentences are simple and the last two are longer and
more difficult. After finishing the whole book, students should be able to know 1,000 words or phrases
and read 534 simple sentences, while those with strong language ability could master as many as 890
sentences.

A workbook is also designed to help students memorize Chinese characters and word combinations
as well as helping to construct sentences with those words. The book also provides a story of some 3,000
words for students to read.

This series has been used in the classroom for two years. One of the courses was held from Sept
14, 2017 to Nov 24, 2017. 14 students spent 1.5 hours per week in a total of ten weeks (15 hours) to
learn 178 Chinese characters. They spent another 15 hours to learn words, phrases, and sentences
to finish the whole book, which helped them pass easily the test for lower beginner level of Chinese
language.

In the West there exists tremendous interest in learning Chinese. In order to follow this trend, |
would suggest a couple of things: Firstly, to remind Chinese language teachers that a spoken language
and its written form are intimately connected. In other words, to teach the spoken language, it is
paramount to teach reading and writing at the same time. Secondly, our attention should be given more
to children and teenagers, for whom Chinese has become one of the most popular subjects at school.
It is with this age group in mind that we hope to take on a serious subject in a relaxed and playful
manner.

As this volume is soon to be put into publication, | would like to take the opportunity to thank Dr.
Zhou Shoujin, Emily Ingram, Dr. Peter Levell, Simona Bryant, Carolyn Choa, Maha H Ibrahim and
everyone else who has made generous contributions. Special thanks go to Mr. Kevin Munns for his

recording of the English in the book. His high standard of English has greatly helped improve the book!

David Su Liqun
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Guide for Readers

Chinese characters play an important role for learners who want to learn Chinese
seriously. Not knowing or being unable to write Chinese characters will affect learners’
mastery of the language.

To take the HSK 1-3 exams as an example, learners who do not pay attention to Chinese
characters and are only interested in using pinyin may pass the HSK Level 1-2 exams after a
period of exclusively studying pinyin. But if they want to reach Level 3, they will find that the
exam papers are all in Chinese characters and there is no pinyin. As a result, they will have to
go right back to step one and learn Chinese characters.

Zoom In: Elementary Chinese in 60 Hours (and Intermediate Chinese in 118 Hours, Ad-
vanced Chinese in 337 Hours), is a set of learning materials suitable for both classes and self-
learners. This textbook includes two parts and is accompanied by a workbook:

The first part (from Lesson 1 to Lesson 15) contains a total of 178 Chinese characters for
practising writing, reading, speaking, and listening.

The second part (Lessons 16 to 30) uses these 178 Chinese characters to construct 1200
words and phrases as well as 890 sentences.

The workook includes exercises and a short novel. This novel uses the 178 characters
studied in Part T as a base to create a story of some 3,000 Chinese characters. The way to
unravel the story is to use the “Rolling Snowball” method. This consists of using the short
stories and grammatical hints found in every Lesson from lessons 16 to 30 in Part Il of the
book in order to accumulate sufficient knowledge to read and understand the story.

The following instructions explain how to study Part I and Part II , and then how to
proceed with the exercises in the workbook.

Part 1

Each lesson (in total 15 lessons) in Part I contains 12 Chinese characters which each
need to progress through 7 steps.

Take the word “love” numbered 001 from Lesson 1 as an example:

VI




Lesson One 001-012 Meaning, Pronunciation & To ne

Radical/Component 7 fingers 9% (% *) LOVE Qi

/\ LOVE di ﬁ'

Traditional form 55

q Gt“/’(ﬁngers)er »(roof)+ﬂ%7i(ﬁiend):love — 4

ﬂ@ Catchphrase
Your friend must LOVE you very much if he is willing to lend you a hand with the 5
’))) construction of your house! LOVE is % di.
Stroke order
C| | 2 o 2| 2| 2 6
J |\ R

The 7 steps are as follows:

The meaning, pronunciation and tone 7 S 1% 5 S 7 14

Radical / Component {5 &

Cartoon Zh1HI 7

The divided combination 7143

The catchphrase 7

The stroke order 7 [ 4 I

Strictly follow the instructions for each exercise in the workbook.
(The exercises are accompanied by recordings in English and
standard Mandarin)

N (SN AW N

Note: do it step by step, don’t jump.

1. The catchphrase in Step 5 serves as a mnemonic tip that tells the meaning of the
character, partly through its pictographic origin going back thousands of years. At the
end of the catchphrase is the meaning in English and the pronunciation and tone of the

character.

J
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2. When writing Chinese characters, one should use good horizontal and vertical strokes,
and they should write in a special Chinese character notebook with squares; it is especially
important to write characters by following the demonstrated stroke order on the page.

3. According to statistics, the average time required to remember a Chinese character is
approximately 5 minutes. The book has a total of 178 characters, which thus takes 15

hours to complete.

Part 11

The second part (Lessons 16 to 30): Once students have mastered the 178 Chinese
characters, this part will help them to compose about 1,200 words, phrases and 890 sentences
using the “Natural Order Method”.

Take the first Chinese character, “love”, which is again used in Lesson 16 (which covers a
total of 12 Chinese characters) as an example.

Note: The character “love” has already appeared in Lesson 1 of the first part, in order
to decode and memorize this character. In Lesson 16, this character is combined with other
characters to form some words and phrases.

The table below shows that the character “love”can be combined to form at least 13 words

or phrases, and five sentences. Whilst the

first three sentences in bold are re'ative'y Lesson One 001-012Characters; Pronunciations &Tones 11
LOVE Z 001

simple and need to be studied, the last two

/like/be found of/take good care of/be in the habit of/be apt to*-*

H o Numbers refer
sentences are longer, more complicated, ohracir oot o o
SO characters
and mainly tailored for learners with a strong Eol | rove people overparmer | oovrios
K+ BN my spouse 132/001/104
language learning ability. ' “repaore” otse
o+ ZIH be very patriotic 043/001/036
1. The left-hand column in the upper G iovo own homo otioss
£ lovetodo aovize
part of the table shows words or phrases T+ 1 fovefo cook food oovr7s1026
_ . . o) o
constructed with the character "love . 24 0010411009
k tove 2*;;‘;;:‘}?” 001/093/069
The audio recording is available at www. e | ey | oo
sinolingua.com.cn. The most efficient way %+% |caerion  concemand caly eers 0 i s
RE care 034/001 like wife or husband002
to learn is to use the recording and the Sentences i)
1001 Chinese B A *
. . . English His wife is a teacher.
textbook at the same time, listening to each o s | SEMIAERRIT
English Daddy and Mummy love and care for us.
word or phrase and then repeating it. The e i o
1001 Chinese. M RITE
1 H H English He loves to drink tea and also loves to eat Chinese food.
middle column of the table gives the English oo ook
S A B SEATENIL, -SSR\ A T
equivalent. The right column of the table U1 crgton | ot an S v e e wh vt e prety v gone o ses

to buy clothes.
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shows the numbers corresponding to the Chinese characters that make up the words or phrases.

2. The lower part of the table shows sentences made with the character “love” and there
are nine steps for learners to do:

1) Try to read the sentence; 2) Read it again; 3) Try to understand the meaning of the
sentence; 4) Check the English provided for each sentence to make sure they understand
it correctly; 5) Try to look at the English and retranslate the sentence back into Chinese; 6)
Compare the sentence they translated with the original Chinese sentence; 7) Read the Chinese
of the original sentence aloud again; 8) Listen to the recording of the sentence; 9) Follow the
recording and read three or four times.

3. There are sometimes small “tips” next to the table. Do not ignore them.

Please take good use of the exercise section of each lesson in the workbook. In order to
consolidate the knowledge learned, learners are advised to strictly follow the instructions.

The workbook also contains a novel which learners can read as a supplementary reading
exercise. Learners can read the novel after they have studied Lesson 16. The novel is Written
using the “Rolling Snowball” method — one of the learning methods. Thus, in Lesson 16, the
snowball has just begun to roll. As the learner’s reading abilities gradually increase through the
lessons, the snowball gets bigger and bigger until, by Lesson 30, a huge snowball has been
accumulated which is a novel of some 3,000 Chinese characters.

There is a recording of the novel in standard Chinese that helps to train the learner’s
listening skills. This is an opportunity to listen to a professional reading. Of course, this story

does not end here, and it will continue to unfold in the series.
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Below is an example of the novel:

Reading for Lesson 16-30

The names of people in this story

Full names Surnames Given names
PR o X-M
i5E 1 5

In China, full names are composed such that the surname of the family

always comes first, before the given name.

Notes

1. Some characters are[in square and bold|: these are measure words.

2. Some characters are in bold: these are the grammatical codes.
3. Some characters are highlighted in grey with dotted key words: these are

useful sentence patterns or phrases.

4. Some characters are underlined: these are proper nouns.
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HERMNMEAT (5—488) (1—15 BREERR )

PR . B NERESE, =N AR RE N R

RIS (male nan) 224, NFRE, A—KkA\E., bEEE
— W B, FEdsUr r LR BIE O,

NERE— MR oA, S E— R ERMEA, b
IABIESR , R TAE®,

i — MR EE B 1 F(male nan pAE b i 2 AR 4 A8 K2
fibte— B 2 Wi © ) i S 8L, — AN Erhas i 2, *
T/ NI T,

BhRE . b hEAE = N AR R

/ Grammatical Notes

@ {&%%%# ( measure word ) 57y, FEJLEUHF I (T indicates the action that has been
completed ) +JL[5] (measure word ) 5 .

@ WhigInTESZ, AN TAE (Notice: the difference between A TAE & & TAE; A TAE = don’t
want to work; % TE = do not have a job).

® maRE—N1REZF B B 4 (In front of the grammatical code [ , there are three
pieces of information about the male student: A. — I~ = one + the measure word; B. 1§

% = veryfondof.;C. A4 = reading books) -

@ i ( B ) (When describing interpersonal relationship, normally the modifier /) can be omitted
with very close relatives.) &1, — A2 BIH, — AR/ 2T,

XHT 1 —



A5 B

L ABMR
1 SE A DUESERE, WEIFIE T
2. S —SEUUE, (HRANARFRA.
3. % SO SO GERIN .

T AR

L ARASHEDGER A . RIS A E— MR R B, R FRAEDOERIRA . At
ABEENGRT, 11572 EEENR DT [F] 2 4 i DUEWT B 5 i RE

2. RBLIDGER “Fik” ARMWBFE S, NREEMZH, 5> & ARELIENRGE R i3
BREMVLE.

3. 2B o M0, WiRIgk . T, hg b PEZ L. T

= ABEH RSB

L AREEMEE T IRESZME T BN, SANZONIE R A

WA (B 3653 30 8], &R 1 /REF, 2172 30 MRF5Ek. CEMRY: Sl (58
TRI5PR) & P, S 178 ABFIE | 3 ST SRS (56 16 =30 3 ) R i)
AR, SHETE T IR DU, A 178 AN R AL 1200 AN EFE BRI 890 M) T,

WL CEM) A4 1-30 SR%kT; 2B%%; HREEE (—RKIE 3000 MUTF . #4h
(BEEFAIBT ) B/, JRIFBTT 0 “REER” ) .

2. WIRAR (M) 551 A5 IR, A2E2T 178 MFHSY , B E 12 M, BL B 4161
a b

Radical/Component ¥ fingers 22 (% *) LOVE Qi mc
d

S Vs
”’;ﬁk~\\\\ LOVE i ‘Egzz———————e

Traditional form %

’ “m(ﬁngem)'*'r"_'(I‘OOf)‘F%%Z{(ﬁiend):love7 f
m Catchphrase

Your friend must LOVE you very much if he is willing to lend you a hand with the g
’))) construction of your house! LOVE is % di.
Stroke order
R R A PGz G N B - N 7 N s w7
Al ) h

-
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a) “B” THIMSEE ;

b) “&” FHIFCE LR

o) “B” FAELT 178 MFEH LT 001;

d) FEIRT;

e) “B" FHFLT L. PiE HHRIINT;

f) “F" FIEERFERIE;

g) “B" FHHPR, RICIXATIE . SRR

h) “Z&” FHIEM,

3. AT TH, E-p T, ARTRABER .

1) The meaning, pronunciation and tone T XA K K
(b.e ) WFRERLT, KT HA-NE(PHTHLE),
DUFEEIE A DA, A0 TR . i A ik S
B =327 1100 A, bk HAtE 5 AR AR . IR JES
A

LORF—, Ee, fREEF; ZQRFEH, BT
Hie), BRAEEEE; KORE=M, LRI, K5 s
L@RFMGE, fE, SETERR; Braf g, &
I A AR T

2) Radical / Component {5558 E ().

3) Cartoon BNHTF (d).

4) The divided combination FHI4M# ().

5) Catchphrase (E5E LI B (), MEATRE —EMEIHE, —BURhE H AR TR, HbR
P TR RLSIRI ORI 2 A F TR ek, DR R A 0 5

DSy o=

6) Stroke order FHJZEN (h), FHHUZ B H I EBIITFHS, BB AEES N BT,
AT RN L EmMEMFEEH, HEELHITRTHAR.

7) FRMUEHELKR, SEm R IR AR R B 2R

G, I — TR P )R 4-5 0. 2 178 AN, BT 15 AN/ SE.

4. 16 IRE L 30 MR, FEEAR T 178 MBUFI LA L, FHEX Se T I PR 4Lk 1200 AM4) |
FITEF 890 NMA)F-o A, TGS 1 RIS 12 AN, AR CTEAERT 15 10 IREL AT,
ANFEIH R E X 12 AN At i) . JEiERA) T AL BT B (55 1 RRAE 1 ANE,

SHUCHBES 16 R, BNaARR 005 1 8Rd ) -
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ﬂﬁﬁ_ﬂ*ﬁﬂ ) ZE)EH i, Chinese English Character codes
22y e b A R 3 B RN love + people
FLH A B ) B TE, IR T A B 001/104
%'E&, ﬂm?ﬂli%ﬂaiﬁ}%ﬁﬁo &éjgﬁ%\)\ my spouse 132/001/104
Hh ) — F R A B, A — A love + country 001/036
ZE be patriotic
)2 2H X A 1A 5% 8 18 1Y) I - 2 Rz be very patriotic 043/001/036
o s =y love + family
T oW ET R ECh “E X love one’s family S
9 « 32,0 Y1 love + do
%" be fond of, %" JG ke ) i) Ziit love to do LA
% “Z N” lover/partner, %48 Z Al love to cook food 001/178/026
2 o
= love + drink
. . Zgy ) 001/041
iR 24 5-8 A BT iY B A4 1Y 3] 5 love to drink
PEAloP S love to drink tea 001/041/009
EREIN .
A SRS
%_'i o Fme love + clean + bright 001/093/070
love to be pretty
=, friend + love
K% love/fraternity XL
e happy + love
= be fond of 137/001
. care + love
*E concern and care e

ARNER “%” AT B s g A 7o Hod 10 20 3 AR ER AR T A DU A 1
BORZE)EWIESR, FHEME 40 5 A EELS, WA E A —L8, a] LIRYE - ) & 1
DLRERETR ), TR 1-5 MEA TGRSR 2T« 1, HAER.

11001 Chinese | fliZZ A&, *
English His wife is a teacher.
21001 Chinese | @EEIIASETAA].
English Daddy and Mummy love and care for us.
31001 Chinese | iR E=Z2Abitysh .
English He is very fond of his dog.
Chinese | fZMgZsfizns =g, * % N\ in terms of social relations
4/001 English He loves to drink tea and also loves to eat Chinese food. only refers to a spouse, like wife
chinecs | A KEWEILT? \ N o
B: A—S ATEIRIL, A —SeZ Pt N BRI RN T .
5/001 A: Where is every tody ?
English B: Some of them are over there; some who love to be pretty have gone to the store to
buy clothes.
R . B AR A s ARGl RXE R AN TR X ST T

PEIESC, AR HEMAIET; WERE I, BT RS REIERCP S #x B EE i) h) 7
ORI ) FHER B SOR M & — s SR IR TECE R E R, BEE R
H =2,

5. ZRI MR PR I 25 ), SR W15 S AIEIRAY TR, AR IR 4 2l

6. ZR M E i R T RN A, KRR CBRERRATRIAT ) B9/t AL “REER”
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Lesson 1 001—012 =, /A, &, #. 4k, A, R, . F. EL R

Radical/Component *7 fingers 22 (% *) LOVE qi m

/}\ LOVE di g

Traditional form &

q G(f/(ﬁngem)+m~(roof)+ﬂ%7j(ﬁiend)=love

Catchphrase

) (I
Your friend must LOVE you very much if he is willing to lend you a hand with the
’))) construction of your house! LOVE is % dil.

Stroke order

S

=

&2 | s <

P R

V-4

R TR, AR ST, A R AR
* The ancient forms of the character, if any, are included for the reader’s reference through the textbook.

Radical/Component /\ eight/divide )\ EIGHT bd m

EIGHT bd /\

Ancient form ) (
m Catchphrase

A moustache looks like the number EIGHT in Chinese. EIGHT is /\ ba.

Zlelw

&
o

NI

VARRVAAN

Radical/Component % father & DAD bd m

A A2 (holding two sharp weapons ) + g I, ( snake-shaped reptile)= dad

Catchphrase

DAD will scare away the dangerous snakes with a pair of axes. DAD is & bad.

EREAPAE NP NEPNPN

b




ICETo ] J —

Radical/Component /K wood/tree  #f+ CUP/GLASS bé&i m

CUP/GLASS béi a\

* A (wood) +$ A~ (not/no ) = cup/glass

Catchphrase

After some carving, it was no longer a piece of wood, but had turned into a CUP.
CUP/GLASS is #f bél.

Stroke order

— 4—;}4— I—| I I I
| TS

Radical/Component | the first stroke of the character ]k NORTH bé&i m

NORTH b&i j h

Ancient form ?k

N m Catchphrase

The paper plane is headed toward the NORTH Sea. NORTH is Jt bai.
) 0

Stroke order

AL
c

Radical/Component /& wood/tree A ORIGIN/ROOT bén m

ORIGIN/ROOT bén

BN g%j; * K (wood/tree ) +— — (base/ground)= origin/root
™ R
Ry /a /‘ W i Catchphrase

XN X

A tree’s ORIGIN is in its roots, essential for absorbing nutrients from the soil.
’>>> ORIGIN/ROOT is 4 ban.

Stroke order

—_—

A1 N A

3 —



1 60 RIS RPN - RE( L)

Radical/Component — the first stroke of the character A~ NOT/NO buU m

NOT/NO bu N

— (sky) + m (bird) = not/no

Catchphrase

When birds migrate, they will NOT be seen again until the following year. NOT is 4+
bu.

Stroke order

ks
Radical/Component ** grass/flower/leaf %VEGETABLE cqi

-

VEGETABLE cdi ﬂi

ko
Ancient form ffl

W B (grass) +&\ (fingers)+ * /K (tree) = vegetables

Catchphrase

When VEGETABLES are ready to be eaten, farmers pick them by hand.
’>>) VEGETABLE is # cai.

W) (]

Stroke order

— [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [ [

~32 32 2

A

Radical/Component ™ grass/flower/leaf %= TEA cha m

3
TEA chd& /\
I~

) wy
Ancient form //%

W H (leaves) + D N (person) + * K (tree)= tea

Catchphrase

To make TEA, workers carefully pluck the tops off tea bushes before processing and
’») drying the leaves. TEA is %% chd.

Stroke order

— [ R R K

4



ICETo ] J —

Radical/Component — the first stroke of the character 42 (Hi) VEHICLE ché m
VEHICLE ché z‘:

g —

Traditional form H

Catchphrase

This character represents a wheel. A unicycle only has one wheel, but it is still a
,))) VEHICLE. VEHICLE is % ché.

Stroke order

—E£ £

e

Radical/Component |- mouth Iz, EAT cht m

EAT chT \76

Ancient form H%

H [0 (mouth) + % ‘Z, (kneeling down to beg)= eat

Catchphrase

This is to beg for something to EAT. EAT is I'Z chT.

Stroke order

vowowow n"n”ﬁ

Radical/Component | vertical stroke 1 EXIT chd m

EXIT chd )—L'

g g S s 1K
Ve
l&ﬁ? Ancient form @',

—| 6

Catchphrase

The stems EXIT their buds. EXIT is {lf chQ.

" )

Stroke order

~

-
R

)74' )IJ L
T

5 (i —






Five Grammatical Codes and 001—012
Lesson 16 (o 7o % e ma . I\, B . db. . K. E. E E 0w H

m 015 1y Grammatical Code de

Chinese English Character codes
Tl 15 my book 132/015/119
KR4S university book 015/150/015/119
EiiE good book 039/015/119
FAEMPH book | read 132/062/015/119
KIERBH A The book | read yesterday... 132/175/128/062/015/119
BRRENA----- The book | am reading every day... 132/128/128/062/015/119
RHAREW A The book | will read tomorrow. .. 132/083/128/015/119

DE iY acts as a suffix. It is placed in between the information words and the noun, so its role is
to indicate information that modifies or limits the noun(s). The words indicating information may be
other noun(s), adjective(s) or verb(s).

For instance, the phrase in English THE BOOK THAT WAS BOUGHT is BUY DE BOOK ( =£f
45) in Chinese. BUY is a verb and BOOK is a noun. BUY is the information that modifies or limits
the book, so it means this particular book was bought from somewhere.

Some word order structures in Chinese are quite similar to English, such as MY BOOK,
SCHOOL’S BOOK, YESTERDAY’S BOOK and NICE BOOK. In Chinese these are | DE BOOK,
SCHOOL DE BOOK, YESTERDAY DE BOOK and NICE DE BOOK.

In brief, the word that appears before the DE is giving the particularity or detail to the word that
follows the DE. The information given can include location, name, feeling or action.The DE is a sign

of this construction.
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More examples:
1. my book; | DE BOOK
. his friend; HE DE FRIEND
. people in the train station; TRAIN STATION DE PEOPLE
. a store ahead; AHEAD DE STORE

. a pretty woman; PRETTY DE WOMAN

. a book | bought; | BUY DE BOOK

2
3
4
5. a good restaurant; GOOD DE RESTAURANT
6
7
8. a hospital | went to; | GO DE HOSPITAL

9

.acar |l drove; | DRIVE DE CAR

65 11—



1 60 RIS RPN - RE( L)

067 r Grammatical Code le

Chinese English Character codes
FnzH R T, | ate lunch. 132/011/168/026/067
Tz 7R | have eaten and finished lunch. 132/011/067/168/026
. " Every day after lunch has been eaten and 132/128/128/020/
l]/—‘ P '—L»O
RRRME TR IREIS finished, | go to the university. 011/067/168/026/102/014/150
. " Tomorrow once lunch has been eaten and | 132/083/128/011/067168/026/102/
HH 1% o 2
RRRIE T HEERT finished, | will go to the university. 014/150
eSS T . He has now become a father. 125/178/003/003/067
BUERT . Now it’s getting hotter. 141/164/103/067
BAFALT . I won’t go to Beijing. 132/007/102/005/059/067
AL T . We are no longer friends. 132/079/007/118/092/157/067

LE | and verbs in Chinese

Some of the main differences between English and Chinese have to do with the use of verbs.
There are 16 tenses in English, but there appears to be only one in Chinese. In Chinese, the verb
form remains the same in different tenses or aspects. This means that Chinese verbs themselves
do not necessarily indicate time or state.

To indicate an action that has happened in the past in Chinese, LE can be used.
Let us look at some examples:

1. LE indicates an action happened in the past.
In English: | drank tea.
In Chinese: | drink LE tea.

2. LE is also used to indicate an accomplished action or state which will occur in
the future.

In English: Once tea time has finished tomorrow, | will meet up with you.
In Chinese: Tomorrow | drink LE tea, and then meet you.

3. LE can also be used to indicate an accomplished action or state. It indicates
not only that the action has been completed but also that the state has ended.

In English: | have drunk and finished the tea.
In Chinese: | drink finish tea LE.

4. When LE goes to the very last position of a sentence, It indicates a change of the state.
For example, someone was previously a teacher but not anymore. The sentence in Chinese is ‘He

is not teacher LE’. Another example: ‘someone has now become a father’ is ‘he is Dad LE’ in Chinese.

5. TAIL...LE Pattern, if the level of an adjective-related topic has gone to an
extreme, we would use the TAI...LE pattern. For example, 'the weather is too hot', is
'The weather TAIl hot LE in Chinese'.
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1 Grammatical Code zdi 163

at; in; on; locate; stay; exist; ZAl + verb

Chinese English Character codes
. , o . 132/092/164/062/
I
I ARAETR A My friend is watching TV. 017/117/089/087
fEf 47 What is he doing? 125/164/178/111/077/087
MAEFT I He is making telephone calls. 125/164/013/017/046/087

ZAl 7£ usually introduces a location, but it has another important usage which is very similar to

-ING in English. In Chinese, however, ZAl is a prefix, not a suffix, to a verb.

Actions that are/were in progress:

English Chinese
eating ZAl eat
drinking ZAl drink
speaking ZAl speak
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IN 087 W¢ Grammatical Code ne

Grammatical Code4 087 g GRAMMAR “NE”

Chinese

English

Character codes

FAEmINE, 7

| am in the shop. where are you?

132/164/107/018/089/087

. N My friend is watching TV. what are you 132/092/164/062/
A
RS LB, (R0 doing? 017/117/089/087
RN Xiaoming is purchasing books in the 143/083/164/119/
H 3 1

ANERIE A bookshop. 018/075/119/087
fAEf A 28 7 What is he doing? 125/164/178/111/077/087
HAEFTHLIEE o He is making telephone calls. 125/164/013/017/046/087

The use of NE g

NE, as an indefinite word, is often used in follow-up questions. For example, ‘My father is a

teacher, and yours?’

another example, ‘I would love a drink, what about you?’ would become

you NE?’ in Chinese.

The indefinite word NE can be added to the end of a sentence to indicate an action in

In Chinese, this would be

‘My father is a teacher. Yours NE?’ .To take

progress.
English Chinese
eat He is eating at the moment! He ZAl eat NE!
drink He is drinking at the moment! He ZAl drink NE!

speak He is speaking at the moment!

68
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Ty Grammatical Code ma (73

Chinese English Character codes
/RUE N7 Do you drink tea? 089/041/009/073
KA G2 Is the weather good? 128/098/039/073

X EE A N Is this a bookshop? 167/069/118/119/018/073
il 2 T Is she a teacher? 126/118/066/113/073
PRAEVRIE g Are you in the restaurant? 089/164/026/035/069/073

Generally speaking, the key or heart of a Chinese sentence always appears at its end, so you

can only know its full meaning once the sentence is finished. Therefore, in Chinese, any affirmative

sentence can be turned into a question simply by adding the question particle MA " at the end.

This is different from English.

A short note on measure words:

When nouns are numbered or pointed to as ‘this’ or ‘that’ in Chinese, they carry a measure

word related to the class of the noun. For example, chd& (tea) carries the measure word bé&i (cup).

Therefore, zhéi bé&i chd means ‘this cup of tea’. There are more than 50 special measure words

that are commonly used in daily life, but the all-purpose measure word ‘ge’ (toneless or 4th tone)

can serve for most of them.
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A | 001 & LOVE like/be fond of/take good care of/be

in the habit of/be apt to ai

Chinese English Character codes
%+ A\ love + people
ZAN lover/partner 001/104
%%%%\A my spouse 132/001/104
% + [ love + country
% be patriotic 001/036
ARz 1= be very patriotic 043/001/036
BK love + family 001/053
love one’s family
A% love + do 001/178
love to do
( ove to cook foo
FZ AR love t k food 001/178/026
T8 love + drink 001/041
love to drink
PP S love to drink tea 001/041/009
i love + clean + bright 001/093/070
e love to be pretty
Kz friend + Iov.e 157/001 * % N\ in terms of social relations
love/fraternity only refers to a spouse, like wife
N, happy + love or husband.
= be fond of 137/001 e
SE care + love 034/001
concern and care

Example Sentences "

1001 Chinese | MR NEEIN. *
English His wife is a teacher.
2001 Chinese | @WEIMIDALCZIA].
English Daddy and Mummy love and care for us.
21001 Chinese | it & fthity%h .
English He is very fond of his dog.
41001 Chinese | MZMEAEHFIZIZHES, *
English He loves to drink tea and also loves to eat Chinese food.
Chinese | & REEEWRILT? - -
B: A4 ATEARIL, A —LUZEsam) N R ESEARIR 1o
5/001 A: Where is every tody ?
English B: Some of them are over there; some who love to be pretty have gone to the store to
buy clothes.

O =ApRs], HIXA S, T JRPR LB IC, AT, FHORIR,
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Aeightba 002| B

Chinese English Character codes
s cioht otk 002016
vy “aght minuies. 0021028
o T
/ >\+ J:r ei%ri‘;;t;e” 002/114

Example Sentences

11002 Chinese | I INKEARIIEHR.
English We will go to your school at 8 o’clock.
21002 Chinese | FAMERE ¥ AR,
English | have read eighteen books this year.
21002 Chinese | ZAbsiifK%ENsNAMIF.
English The train to Beijing will depart at eight past eight.
4002 Chinese | MiyzIIA4EN+/\%
English His teacher is 48 years old this year.
51002 Chinese | MfiIANA AEBRNESG .
English These six people were all born in the eighties.

* 7K is a measure word.

Measure words: When nouns are numbered or referred to as

‘this’
to the class of the noun.

or ‘that’ in Chinese, they carry a measure word related
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m 003 # dad/father ba

Chinese English Character codes
E+E dad+ dad
P daddy 003/003
s his dad 125/003/003
e my dear daddy 132/066/003

Example Sentences

Chinese | RE® * &lbyi ANG?
1/003
English Is your father a Beijinger?
21003 Chinese | MEEAEILEEIN.
English His father isn’t a Chinese teacher.
Chinese | Fk@E@EMRAIL.
3/003
English My dad misses me very much.
41003 Chinese | EEEH —MRIFHIHN,
English My father has a very good computer.
51003 Chinese | #&&Ut, U HATEILRT, THTE.
English Dad said that he won’t be in Beijing in April, but he will be in May.

* {k%548 Normally the DE is dropped between pronouns, but
in Chinese there is a difference between | DE friend and | friend.
The latter is a closer friend than the first. But generally speaking,
the above rule applies only when the two elements belong to the
same genre. For instance, it is not possible to say | university
instead of | DE university.

72



Lesson 16 ..o

## cup/glass béi 004 m

Chinese English Character codes
+ ¥ cup + noun suffix ZI
F cup/glass 0047172
AR teacup 009/004
—HK one cup of water 152/004/120
LAY I glasses for drinking water 041/120/015/004/172

Example Sentences

Chinese | iXJEfBigpr1-.
1/004
English This is his glass.
Chinese | AT, *
2/004
English | like this cup very much.
21004 Chinese | IXMREAMF, IRMRAAF. **
English This tea is not good; that one is good.
Chinese | XJLEURRFHg7K, ARJLAGFRFE35
4/004 . The glasses here are for drinking water, and the cups
English .
over there are for drinking tea.
51004 Chinese | WHGHERE T PUANEZMT .
English Mum bought four teacups yesterday.

*There are more than 50 special measure words in common
use for daily life, but the all-purpose measure word ge (toneless

or 4th tone) can serve for most of them.

**When nouns are numbered or referred to as ‘this’ or ‘that’
in Chinese, they carry a measure word related to the class of the
noun. For example, cha (tea) carries the measure word b&i (cup).
Therefore, zhéi béi chd means ‘this cup of tea’.

73—



1 60 RIS RPN - RE( L)

~ B 005 4 north b

Chinese English Character codes
2le + north + capital 005/050
e Beijing
et + A Beijing + person
LN people of Beijing 005/059/104
At + 1 north + side
Jtm in the northern area 005/081
ks the North (Railway) Station 005/166

Example Sentences

Chinese | JbLRINEB * RWEA.

1/005
English The people of Beijing all love to drink tea.
21008 Chinese | Jbmifi —AMRKM)E.
English There is a very big bookshop on the north side.
Chinese | KZ%ALshfEWRIL?
3/005

English Where is the North Railway Station?
Chinese | HERIEABEASLRMIEAIEXAS, RALHEA—4.

4/005 . This isn’t the store where that old man bought vegetables yesterday, (the store where
English .
he bought them) is the northern one.

Chinese | BUEILHHRSAIIUAFERT—HERR,

English Nowadays the weather in Beijing is just as hot as a decade ago.

5/005

* # The word ddu, which means ‘both’ and ‘all’, is an adverb of
scope only and cannot stand by itself. It must always be followed
by a verb (or other adverbs).
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/& base/origin/notebook/oneself/local/measure 006 B

word for books bén

Chinese English Character codes
T+ A+ 45 five + measure word ( 7% ) + book
TAH five books 133/006/119
4K
K books 119/006
A+ T
KT notebook 006/172
T recognise + chqracter + notebook 116/173/005
primer
N origin + person 006/104
oneself
P or|9|n + country 006/036
one’s own country
Ak origin + money 006/100
capital
Ak original 006/065
* S In Chinese grammar,
Xie’s family has a much longer
history than the individual Xie
has, so the word order should
be: family name first, then given
name, title.
-"

Example Sentences

11006 Chinese | s/ * BEL—A15.
English Mr Xie Ming plans to buy a book.
Chinese | WHEAEE T AP,

2/006
English Mr Xie has bought a book.

21006 Chinese | AARLLILRIRFA?
English Do you intend to buy a few primers?
Chinese | MM AFAEAT L.

4/006
English His name is on the notebook.

51006 Chinese | AR AR, BHE LR T
English He was a taxi driver and now he is an undergraduate student.
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B 007 £ no/not bi

Chinese English Character codes
A+ Uit no/not + good
ANt not good (i.e. bad) 007/039
I + AN good + not good
WA Is it good or not good? 039/007/039
AN+ %t not + correct/right
At not correct/right 007/022
XF+ AN correct + incorrect?
KFANT? Is it correct or not? 022/007/022
S not + to be 007/118
is not
R to be + not to be 118/007/118
isorisn’t...?
N do not + eat 007/011
don’t eat
E A 2 eat + don't eat 011/007/011
Eating or not eating?
AP not hot 007/103
ASi no need to thank 007/147
WA face + no + worth 022/007/097
sorry
AR ¢ end + not * worth 067/007/097 C Al SUEI= sl
amazing
KRB, no + polite + air 007/063/098 —
You’'re welcome.

Example Sentences

1007 Chinese | XFIRIEIEAAS.
English The dishes in this restaurant are not good.
21007 Chinese | RINRAASIABUXA2E:?
English Do you know this student or not?
Chinese | AN NEANEIHENN?
3/007
English Is that person Teacher Xie or not?
Chinese | A: FAR%. 1RIEANL? B: A, AR
4/007 . A: I’'m very cold, how about you? /Are you cold or not?
English ) ,
B: No, I’'m not.
51007 Chinese | XAMNEBEAEIGIGH LR,
English This hospital is not the one Mum wants to go to.
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3% greens/vegetables/dishes/food cd&i (008 | C

Chinese English Character codes
L+ 3K buy + greens
K buy vegetables 075/008
i + 3% make + dishes
ek to cook 178/008
R food + vegetables 026/008
food
e hot + dishes
Fhs
PR hot food 103/008
JE5CE Beijing food 005/059/008
SKIE green grocer 008/018
Example Sentences
Chinese ALRCERAZ
1/008
English Beijing alishes are tasty.
21008 Chinese X, W15 RIERT -
English Come on, we should go to the small green grocer to have a look.
21008 Chinese fle b ERE, TR
English He can cook Chinese food. I’'m amazed!
41008 Chinese HE R v Al ) SERN R B AN BFIZ
English The food and dishes he cooked at noon for lunch yesterday were not very good.
e A: /NTESE A7 *
51008 B: MIAEALAERTF FR—AMECER 0.
Enalish A: What is Xiaoming doing?
9 B: He is sitting on a chair and reading a cookery book.

* This 7E + verb + & pattern is similar to ‘be + verb + ing’ in
English and is used to indicate an action is in progress.
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Chinese English Character codes
A+ R tea + cup
SR teacup 009/004
P S .
qJEP.J%* Chinese tea 168/036/009
=R 4
*j;{%;‘ three cups of tea 106/004/009
s hot tea 103/009

Example Sentences

Chinese | it HE%,
1/009
English Mum is drinking Chinese tea.
Chinese | XA
2/009
English This teacup is quite pretty.
Chinese | —#fFHrEI—Puik,
3/009
English One cup of Chinese tea costs one yuan.
41009 Chinese | XJLIAKR, AL * MRERIFAF?
English There is no fruit here. Shall we buy a cup of tea?
51000 Chinese | K¥&T, VEHRIIRLAG?
English The weather is cold now. Shall we drink a cup of hot tea?

In the pattern of verb + number + measure word, if the number
is one, it can be omitted.
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% vehicle/bus/coach/train/bike ché 010 | C

Lesson 16 ..o

Chinese English Character codes
M+ 4 hire + car
i rental car 174/010
o+ + % exit + hire + car
A% taxi 012/174/010
o+ A .

W A 4 call a taxi 055/012/174/010
K2 train 050/010
% tram; trolley bus 017/010
Zik fare 010/100
% get on the vehclde 108/010
T4 get off the vehicle 139/010

4L on the train/bus 164/010/108
ZEvl bus stop 010/166
Fr2E drive a car/vehicle 061/010

L 061/012/174/010/
FHBM AR A taxi driver 015/104

Example Sentences

Chinese | RRAKREL M.
1/010
English | go to work by train every day.
Chinese | BBEABEME T, HAMS?
2/010
English | don’t have the money to buy my bus ticket. Do you have any?
Chinese | MRZANEMRIES: ERAS.
3/010
English A lot of people like to read books when they are riding the bus.
Chinese | XJLEZETAHEMARSE, Ff1LA B4
4/010
English A lot of people get on and off here. Shall we take the tram instead?
Chinese | FAMMFL A4 AmHER?
5/010
English What time will the taxi we called arrive?
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011 "z eat chT

Chinese English el
codes
Wz + i eat + food
Nz have meal 011/026
" ,, eat + middle + country
Ln%i% &‘ﬁ + food 011/168/036/026
eat Chinese food
I + 1z good + eat
iz tasty 0397011
HANFIZ 2 tasty or not? 039/007/039/011
W42 eat + what 011/111/077
what to eat?
WK eat + rice + food 011/080/026
eat cooked rice
NG small +keat 143/011 * f-4 The question word WHAT
snac here is not to form a question.
e make + food + eat It means WHATEVER or
fiRz make a meal to eat 178/026/011 ANYTHING, with emphasis.
'
Example Sentences
Chinese | —UEffEk N, RREZIZIENE, A THE,
1/011
English Some rich people eat and drink all day long. They don’t want to work.
Chinese | fREZABFEERZIZHESET
2/011
English Nowadays, many people enjoy Chinese food.
Chinese | _EHARKGHEINMIISRIRLZ
3/011
English The meal Mr Xie cooked last Sunday was very tasty.
Chinese | WERIKATEMIEZ LR /INZARYF
4/011
English The snacks at the restaurant we went to yesterday were very tasty.
Chinese | WERWF, RIZZ T, K4 #WARIZT .,
5/011
English | ate too much lunch yesterday, so | won’t eat anything today.
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i go or come out/exceed/exit/turn out/out chd (12

Chinese English Character codes
o+ % exit + leave
% go out 012/102
H+ A+ & out + not + go
A2 cannot get out 012/007/102
+k no + exit + leave
PR won’t go out 007/012/102
il exit + hire 012/174
rent
i exit + station 012/166
exit station
et exit + study + school 012/150/144
leave school
i out + born 012/112
be born
B out + appear 012/141
emerge
i speak out 122/012
Fiick figure out 062/012/065
pishiw think out (think up) 142/012
P publish 012/119
14 exit + name 012/082
be famous
A want to be famous 142/012/082

Example Sentences

o1 Chinese | WERH SR IRREESE.
English When the moon came out yesterday, it was very beautiful.

S0 Chinese | & 1998 4 12 )] 7 ‘SilVELEILxL.
English | was born in Beijing on 7th December 1998.

2012 Chinese | ZURSSTENRIL, FMIBAZL Y.
English We cannot go out anymore because the teacher is standing there.
Chinese | WHAMX=AFH 7 IAS, WEMREA T

4/012 . Her elder sister has published five books in the past three years, so she is now quite
English famous.

51012 Chinese | TEHKT, IRABFEIDEE, XAXS?
English | can now see that you don’t want to study Chinese, is that correct?
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