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Preface

During my twenty years of teaching at SOAS (School of Oriental and African Studies, University of
London), | began to develop an interest in different ways of teaching Chinese as a written language. My book
Mastering Chinese Characters: A Modern Approach was published in 2014 by the Commercial Press. I've
now compiled a new series of textbooks which is an update called the Zoom In series (including Elementary
Chinese in 60 Hours 1 & 2, Intermediate Chinese in 118 Hours 1 & 2, Advanced Chinese in 337 Hours 1 & 2
with accompanying workbooks).

The traditional way to teach written Chinese has been to take each character apart and trace the roots of
its radicals to their sources. Though being well-accepted by Chinese students who are already familiar with
their own history and culture, this approach has not been particularly effective for foreign students learning
the language from scratch. In hindsight, this strategy was perhaps both too academic and too localised.
It tended to assume the student possessed a basic knowledge of China such as its national and folkloric
heritage, its geography, social values and codes of behaviour.

In an attempt to avoid similar pitfalls, it became something of an obsession of mine to figure out an
alternative way to inspire and support foreign students in a way which does not require prior knowledge
of Chinese. The resulting series of textbooks is an attempt at this more intuitive approach, that employs
fresh visual tools. Since both pictures and sound are regular components of Chinese characters, we have
included a cartoon to match each character, supported by a short piece of text in English which students are
encouraged to read aloud. Whatever proved most helpful to the class or individual ended up on these pages,
as | believe the priority should always be given to practical use over established convention.

In accordance with the Chinese saying, “Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day; teach a man to
fish and you feed him for a lifetime. Knowledge is the best charity,” the book encourages students to follow
the method and pursue their own learning goals as far as their interest dictates.

The first 22 lessons are dedicated to character learning while the later lessons (Lessons 23-44) include
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two parts. “Part 1 Combining Characters” is about making words or phrases. All 270 characters learned in the
first 22 lessons are used to form words and phrases. “Part | Compose Sentences” is about using words and
phrases to form five sentences. The first three sentences are simple and the last two are longer and more
difficult. After finishing the whole book, students should be able to know 1,500 words or phrases and read
810 simple sentences, while those with strong language ability could master as many as 1,350 sentences.

A workbook is also designed to help students memorize Chinese characters and word combinations as
well as helping to construct sentences with those words. The book also provides a story of some 6,500 words
for students to read.

This series has been used in the classroom for more than two years. If students spend 2 hours per week
in a total of 22 weeks (totally 44 hours) either taking a course or by self-study, they could pass easily the test
for mid-low level of Chinese language.

In the West there exists tremendous interest in learning Chinese. In order to follow this trend, | would
suggest a couple of things: Firstly, to remind Chinese language teachers that a spoken language and its
written form are intimately connected. In other words, to teach the spoken language, it is paramount to
teach reading and writing at the same time. Secondly, our attention should be given more to children and
teenagers, for whom Chinese has become one of the most popular subjects at school. It is with this age
group in mind that we hope to take on a serious subject in a relaxed and playful manner.

As this volume is soon to be put into publication, | would like to thank Simona Bryant for her very helpful
contribution to proofreading the English part. Special thanks go to Mr. Kevin Munns for his recording of the

English in the book. His high standard of English has greatly helped improve this book!

David Su Liqun

e ||
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[;E‘[ Prefix d;é 349 UW WwWOow (_];d;d;d 350
Radical/Component [§ ear Radical/Component 1 mouth

Prefix a;é Iglﬂ WOW C_];d;é;d I]II[H
\ ‘_P—"_/ ' ! B
Ancient form F;z § ' Ancient form ti“-
E( cliff) + BT( curved river) U( mouth) +E( cliff)

= f. M
prelix + 8] (curved river) = wow

@ Catchphrase o ) Catchphrase

’)D This meandering river flowing at the foot of the cliff is the Ah ’”)

) . _ . WOW, the curved river is really beautiful. WOW is Iif a. (ltis
River. The Prefix is [i] a/€. ( The prefix is used before

an interjection for expressing surprise or praise. )
names. )

Stroke order Stroke order

f— i L i 1 - L
1 F }’! }’! r r }Z —Jr v . ki3 n n}'l n}'l n}" n{F_ UF u‘]ﬁ

% SHORT &i | 351 4z PEACE/SAFETY an | 352
Radical/Component < arrow Radical/Component -~ roof/house

»

SHORT ai 9:‘% G/ T\O PEACE/SAFETY an ﬁ
2
A

Ancient form ﬁ \TC?) Ancient form m
) (
ﬁ( arrow) + ‘l( crop) + ﬂ( girl) h( roof/house) + ﬁ (woman)

= short PR = peace/ safety
N [—
A A
xﬂ\ﬁ Catchphrase ( W) Catchphrase
’))) '>>>
This little girl picking grain in the wheat field is even SHORTer When there is a woman in the house, the home will be
than an arrow. SHORT is %% di. PEACEful. PEACE/SAFETY is 4 an.
Stroke order Stroke order
Al Ll LAl Lol Lk Lak e {2l | 2le [l | 2l [ 4l ; I o I o I
7 N 7 N N N N N RS- /~! N

2



£ HOLD b3 | 353
Radical/Component ¥ hand

) Catchphrase b

/
*( hand/arm) +

HOLD bs ;HE

Ancient form *%

?( snake/reptile )
= HOLD

')D When you grab a snake with your bare hand, you have to
HOLD it close to its head; otherwise, it is dangerous. HOLD

is 1 bd.

Stroke order

= 3+ B

i 4

S
5

Sy
2
e
2

Sy

[§5)

Gy

) J

MOVE ban fﬂ’x"

#( hand) + g( boat/board) + 5( hand

with tool) =move

—~ N\
i Catchphrase dod

This surfer is MOVing to a beach with big waves. MOVE is

ban.

Stroke order

Radical/Component £} boat

am

=

D

Lesson 1

@ TYPE/LIKE badn ﬂ&
Ancient form B§

@ g(boat) +

Catchphrase

& TYPE/LIKE bdn

(hand with tool )
= type/like

In the water towns of south China, people use the waterways
LIKE the public roads. TYPE/LIKE is J ban.

Stroke order

’ ’

] A
/ H

Vi

0

i

BOARD bdn *}i

fﬁ( wood) + r( tool and hand)

= board

Catchphrase

Someone is holding a tool to fix several wooden BOARDs to
the wall. BOARD is #j bdn.

Stroke order

= 1 pl
i “l

= pa 3

b
—
A3
S
Al
S
A3

W

3
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118 MEISRIEPEPX - 8% (L)

J» () DEAL/DO/MANAGE ban | 357 > HALF ban | 358
Radical/ Component J; strength/ power Radical/Component - ten/cross shape

DEAL/DO/ »
HALF b¢
manage bn Y0 QY| () o :I—A‘
Ancient form y* Ancient form &
Traditional form

67\5 Catchphrase (\\; Catchphrase

')» It takes a lot of effort to DEAL with things. Sometimes DOing ”» ) ) o o o
L . . . This character is split in HALF. Each side is the mirror image
something is like moving a big round stone from one side to

. . of the other. HALF is 3} ban.
the other. DEAL/DO/MANAGE is 7} ban.

Stroke order Stroke order

i 87 iz )

<7

=3 h h.
v v v

{3 WRAP bdo | 359 i1 (1) FULL béo | 360
Radical/Component /] wrap Radical/Component 4 food/eat
° WRAP bio @ FULL btio i’@

) Ancient form é Ancient form §@ Traditional form fif]

é( wrap) + Gl (‘energy) =wrap

a
& (food/eat) + @( energy) = full

\/\/\/\-
b Catchphrase & Catchphrase
’))) '>>>
Energy WRAPped by something on the outside is temporarily This man has eaten all the food in the basket and now he is
trapped inside. WRAP is fJ bdo. really FULL. FULL is 1 bdo.
Stroke order Stroke order
Al 4 {4 14 dL Ll L {2 | 2 |k | 2y
i s 12 12 2 12 123 e




Four Grammatical Codes 8. #. BX. b

Lesson 23
and 349—360 B, W, B, e, B R, W ML O, B L

Grammatical Codes & Notes

As in Elementary Chinese, it will be necessary to learn the grammatical function of certain
characters before understanding how they are used in the sentences. These grammar structures
involve the characters: #2 b& (353), #% béi (361), f& chu (378), and it de (390).

E L (the grammatical code) bdQ

H (PR )BTRS Please (you) close the door properly!
W (IR ) JEATFTHF Please (you) switch on the light!

As BA (8 ) sentences do not exist in the English language, so we provide a detailed guide below:

If you want to change the status of an object into a new situation through an action, two verbs
are required: the first one is the verb of “BA: handle/hold/grasp”, the second is the verb of action,
and a word of outcome is placed to the second verb which indicates the new status. In general, the
“outcome” to the latter verb is an adjective, or a verb, or even a clause. With regards to people’s
daily lives, the changing status of objects happens often, therefore the BA Sentence is a very
useful sentence pattern.

The formulation of a BA sentence is:

Subject + BA (the first verb) + object + the second verb with the outcome.

For example:

In Chinese: i (/&) I =4 (7)1

Please (you) close the door properly!

i# & (please you) 4 BA (hold or handle: Verb One) + 7] (door: Object) + % (close:
Verb Two ) + i ( 1) ( properly: the outcome to the second verb) . 5% - i ( T ) ~ here the verb-
adjective outcome combination shows a new outcome: Close it properly.

More examples:

1. ih—3E T (v1) 1726 (v2)- | (outcome) T (outcome of the actions), HJREZ AL .

She closed the door properly as soon as she came in because she is afraid of the cold.

2. A RAFARE, B (v1) XA AL (v2 a joined verb means Give To) #Jifi (outcome of
the actions).

| won’ t go to the school today; will you deliver this book to the teacher please?

3. /N2, i (v1) B T it 3 (v2 a joined verb means Move To) # I+ J: P (outcome of the
actions), ERHE 1, F#Azh,

Young Li, could you take this chair and move it upstairs? It is so heavy that | cannot move it.

4. % H] 48 (v1) R B F HL 24 Bl (v2 a joined verb means Regard As) ¥ i (outcome of the
actions), K HFHLE BT HEF A

Don’t use your mobile phone as a dictionary, because the phone’s dictionary is often wrong!

In summary, the BA sentence is a double verb pattern, using two verbs plus an adjective/verb/
clause outcome to complete a status change.
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Lesson 23

#% (the grammatical code) béi 361 EI

The Chinese language often utilises the passive pattern for unexpected situations or things.
From the Chinese point of view, it is within the responsibility of, say, a postman to deliver mail, so
there is no need to emphasise an action which is within a person’s normal responsibility. For the
same reason, cleaners cleaning, doctors healing, teachers teaching, and even a mother cooking
for her family etc., in the Chinese point of view are all social divisions of labour for each profession.

If something unusual happens, however, e.g., a letter opened, a suitcase stolen, a house
damaged, or a friend detained, we shall have to add something called the passive.

AT be beaten
Wiz be loved
PR was kicked out

Here are some examples:
(English) My suitcase was stolen.
(Chinese) My suitcase BEI stolen.
BUT,
(English) The office has been cleaned.
(Chinese) The office cleaned.
More examples:
1. Foh ABHE RPN 24T 1.
My younger brother was beaten by his classmate yesterday.
2. SRKATHE =N TR a1, FEOABE SN S T T 1.
When the cleaner came to clean the classroom today she was surprised because the
classroom had already been fully cleaned by the students.

4  (the grammatical code) chu 378

The pattern B -+ LI4b can be used in three ways:
One: apart from (the verb) A, also (the same verb as used for A) B.

FeBk 7 ERALR LIS (omittable), HLERARL. Apart from liking Beijing, | also like the northeast.

Two: except not doing A, do all others.

Felg: T AZRACETLIAE (omittable), HABAHTHEER. | Apart from not liking Beijing, | like all other places.

. R . Apart from liking Beijing, | don’t like all the other
el 7 EULHLISh (omittable), FABIMITHAT. | 9 =eling

places.

Three: apart from doing A, in addition do B

B FAbnpr T E LA LIS (omittable), EA3ZIBLEK | | go to Beijing where besides needing to meet

FE. friends, | also have to take the HSK test.
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st 118 /NAFSREERKZ RN - B (L)

m 390 Hb (the grammatical code) de

This code character i is always situated in between an adjective and a verb to indicate in

what manner the action is done. For example:

fAR bz 52 iR, SRIGEEE T . | He quickly finished the food, then left.

INZEVE LRI R, AR &
IR T .

Young Li happily told me that he will travel to France tomorrow.

In a word, i1 plays the same role as the adverbial suffix-ly in English.
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Lesson 23  349—360 b, Wi, %%, 2. Ht. Bk, M oW, . B UL

Puf  prefix of name/pet/family relatives @; € 349

Chinese English Character codes
P + 155 = T i prefix + aunt = aunt/aunty 349/586
P F elder brother 349/218
fif = the third child (some regions in South China) 349/106
Bl Amen 349/257
(TR Young Li 349/481

Example Sentences

WPTERATER, WAEL T

My aunt is not at home. She is at the company.

1179

FebERAEAEA 5.

My aunt lives in Beijing.

2/349

TR BT g ST o

My aunt is a Chinese teacher.

3/349

A VRBTIERAE R NG ?
B: AME, bRl T,

A: Is your aunt at home?

4/349

B: No, she went to the park.

A: A JLANPTIEE? b TEAERR JLWE 2
B: BA=ABIER, —AMEPE, —AMENIEF, —AMEEE.

A: How many aunts do you have? Where are they?

5/349

B: | have three aunts; one is in China, one in Spain, and another in France.
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st 118 MESSREERRHRI - B ( EM)

A | 350 " interjection or particle(expressing, surprise, etc)/used in enumerating

items Q; 4; d;q

Chinese English Character codes
I+ P+ I very + hot + wow
= TR | =Wow, the weather is so hot! 039/103/350
YVATE ol What's going on? 165/077/048/281/350
e oL I o CERREE northeast China, northwest China... 019/005/350/135/005/350
N s 7 What's the surprise for? 350/111/077
Wrid, iRz Behave, and eat properly! 129/046/039/039/011/350
172 N1 EER eating, drinking... 011/350/041/350

Example Sentences

RAFHI, 2 P TIHIE

It's too hot, please switch on the air-conditioning!

1/350

4/J\1|_A\/L\L A—“XJ\ EP . /{Rulg]?
How come you like Chinese tea so much?

2/350

RAIFAM, ANHETERSE K T

The weather is so cold, it's freezing outside!

3/350

KN AUFI TR, A B RREEAEXA TAE.
What a great work opportunity! | hope | could get the job.

4/350

A RAAH 23X 25 RAE R ?
B: B AE s — AN R A A S e
A: Why do you like Beijing so much?

5/350

B: Because Beijing is such a dynamic and vigorous city.
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¥%& short (in heightylow &i 351 -

Chinese English Character codes
B+ F =T short + stature + person = short person 351/031/172
RN small 351/143
R low bed 351/199
RS low table 351/171/172
UNERN good size 007/378/007/351
R (people) in different sizes 378/351/509/538

Example Sentences

1351 AR, KAE.
Some trees are naturally small and cannot grow tall.
01351 — R, NI IR AR R I g — Lt
In general, people are a little shorter in old age than when they were young.
3351 WAEARE, DA, B EERETR.
Everything in her appearance is in the right proportions, so she is very pleasing to look at.
4/351 JEERW R AT — SRR N, XS NTETE AR, Bt fa.
Some football stars are quite short, but they often run faster and play really well.
WA ERNTZE* T, HEFAREAGL, BUEE—DN AT, SRS,
5/351 The people in the world are very diverse, not only different in appearance but within each
race the height, weight, and size are also different.

TR Note

* %% cha=different
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st 118 /NAFSREERKZ RN - B (L)

peaceful/at ease/set at ease/rest content/safe/set up/install... QN
Chinese English Character codes
B+ i = B peace + calm = quiet 352/461
Bl feel at ease 352/576
©T be content 352/597
O have an evil intention 078/352/039/576
AN worry; unease 007/352
BRE stable 352/392
REIN] Tiananmen 128/352/257
Z L] to fix a door 352/108/257
i S very safe and sound 513/513/352/352
RS free from worry or guilt 576/352/070/207
LRl live and work in peace and contentment 352/466/246/585

Example Sentences

1352 EIEYFR T, KRR L
Be quiet please, our teacher will start the lesson soon.
01352 WHEM TR T, OHEARAZ .
She has broken the glass and is very worried about it.
3135 IREEZZ Oz ), AR A
You have to study with peace of mind and not think about other things.
41352 Ty QAR I VG 22— BF e
I hope Aunt will have a safe journey to Xi'an.
51350 FA I I —REE S, REHS EER TR T .
As soon as our teacher came into the classroom, everyone immediately quietened down.
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Lesson 23

Chinese English Character codes
o+ K =% hold + mountain pass = check/final control 353/034
FHF step by step 284/353/284
JSE { RRLRLD always take... 617/353
BF handle 284/353
—F top leader; boss 152/284/353
FEAME cannot control 353/007/170
— K- a lot of something 152/014/353
FEATHTH switch on the light 353/389/013/061

Example Sentences

1353 BT TRAET G BT, ATRE AL,

She closed the door as soon as she came in. Perhaps she was afraid of the cold.
01353 FARAZFR, HHERABILL I,

| won’t go to school today. Will you bring this book and return it to Teacher Zhou please?
3/353 AN, TEEREFIRBEIRE BRI, KE T, BiRA.

Xiao Li, could you take this chair and move it upstairs? It is so heavy that | can’t move it.
41353 XABRPARREESE 1, RIS E.

That shot was so beautiful that the goalkeeper couldn’t stop it.
51353 PRAREVREIFHLG 70, BT T 55 A R |

Don’t use your mobile phone as a dictionary, because the phone’s dictionary is often wrong!
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m 354 % typelsame as/justlike ban

Chinese English Character codes
— 4+ = one + kind = general 152/354
— M WIR common knowledge 152/354/054/115
— Bkt generally speaking 152/354/065/122
IXAE 7 BB same as; such as 165/354/085/354
B in every possible way 181/354
Dilhd everything; in every possible way 559/354

Example Sentences

H ) SR —

Her Chinese is so-so.

1/354

—feki, AR/ LS B s nR R DS e R AT RS R T
2/354 Generally, students start university aged 18 or 19, but at the age of 14, Chu Chunyang had

finished high school and was entering university.

LUt AN ele LT

Her song is so pleasant to listen to, like a bird singing.

3/354

A pbiik, M TRERNELT .

After trying every possible way to persuade him, he finally agreed with me.

4/354

Bt —4E RS A e A, T USSR H

His performance was outstanding because he worked like an ox all year.

5/354
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# move/removel/take away... ban 355 E-

Chinese English Character codes
W+ K =R move + home = to move home 355/053
L E A the removals company 355/053/221/285
iz handle; move 355/333
WAEh cannot move 355/007/212
Wz T A porter 355/333/032/104
PR 2 often moving 355/065/355/102
BRI to copy 607/355

Example Sentences

R TR R E 2k

Please move this chair into the classroom.

1/355

fi Aoz T
He is a porter.

2/355

TR TR B B %o

Please move this table upstairs.

3/355

A AR T BRI R G2
B: itifft, AHT, Wid TELFHRACKIT 1.

A: Do you need any help moving home?

4/355

B: No, thanks. The porters have helped me move already.

BENAB A By, 25 ik,
5/355 When you answer the questions, please don’t copy everything from the textbook, and you

need to write your own opinion.
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m 356 B board/plank/shutter/stiffi bdn

Chinese English Character codes
+ M = Bty black + board = blackboard 228/356
e+ board 356/172
FIi whiteboard 180/356
M boss 066/356
Hb * A floorboard 390/356

RAEM ceiling 128/426/356

ZIt inflexible 473/356
ek cricket 356/272

AWAHR rhythmical; orderly 158/356/158/316

—H—IR (do things) follow the rules 152/356/152/316
4ot cardboard 342/356

_______________Note

* #iy di=earth; land; ground

Example Sentences

11356 BIASREERKR LS T —H 2T
The teacher has written more than 100 Chinese characters on the blackboard.
AN EA Y AR
2/356
He does not like others calling him “Boss”.
3356 W AT BEX AW L 17
Who has written my name on the piece of cardboard?
TR, ZIPLIRTE SRR E 5, IFEEARES T
4/356 In the UK, teachers used to write characters on the blackboard, now they write them on a
whiteboard.
51356 AR A AR S TR T .
He wrote all the students’ names on the blackboard.
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Lesson 23

Jp  deal/do/manage/set up/run... bdan 357 E-

Chinese English Character codes
In+ 1% = INE do/deal + method = method 357/402
D) /N office 357/221/283
DINEE can be done 357/207/205
IMAE cannot do 357/007/205
DN do business 357/221
DIINZS business meeting 357/221/049
DN s do well 357/039
DI/AL S desk 357/221/171
Jpi do/deal 357/482
(DI take care of everything 359/357
N to run a school 357/150
FJp sponsor 614/357

Example Sentences

1357 FeAT ISR IXAN ) R
| have a method to solve this problem.
01357 FHIVAE, I FRAERK LI
Between the home and the office, he prefers working from home.
3357 IVAEAERE, TE R IEE S
The office is inside, please go there to conduct your business.
FERAADRZR, WREAZEAN, REFHEK DANDAT
4/357 Although | have good contacts, | am not a superman and cannot deal with a lot of things on
my own.
XA, A SR IMRREE , AR A2 ) S 7 1k
5/357 He has been running a Chinese school very well for a couple of years, so people like to learn
from him how to run schools.
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m 358 2 nalfisemisin

the middle/partly/very little..!

Chinese English Character codes
— = 2p one + half = a half 152/358
A H a half month 358/031/162
(age or size) in between adults (large) and
RN ) 358/014/007/143
- children (small)
T the second half 139/358/196
2 more than a half 023/358
—AN—2F a half each 152/104/152/358
asE the first half of the year 108/358/090
Example Sentences
1358 BASERIRA TN — NIZ—2F
You two can each have a half of this apple.
01358 b A T A A — 20 TR 1.
It only took him half a month to finish most of his work.
3/358 F AR AR ER L TR T 24 2R
My older brother came in the second half of the football match.
HARE, fi FRAEFFGFh S0, SR T RETFIG S S
4/358 It's very interesting that he started learning Chinese in the first half of the year and his father
started learning Chinese in the second half of the year.
51358 AR R AN, A2 A B O 2R E .
A lot of secondary school students that are teenagers think they know everything.
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£, wrap/bag/bundle/include/guarantee/hire/charter/MW..

Lesson 23

Tooo 39| B

Chinese English Character codes
I+ £ = [ flour + bun = bread 081/359
Pt school bag 119/359
B wallet 100/359
(ks hire a car for a period 359/010
(O steamed stuffed bun 359/172
1T take away 013/359
FANE) red envelope 229/359
(D) manage everything; run the whole show 359/357
—AAR MRk a pack of clothes 152/359/153/029
Example Sentences
1359 fiE Iz 1, AEIZE L,
He likes to eat steamed stuffed buns, but doesn’t like to eat bread.
01359 TAE LG KA.
| really don’t very much like to use big wallets.
AT,
3/359
Please pass me the school bag.
A: UREVERCLLENR L ?
41350 B: FAEALEF I TR
A: Where is your wallet?
B: My wallet is in my handbag.
Pl EE R ARAL A 22 R A, KA, Ay R U R TER Bz, iz i Rt i i e £ -
5/359 He goes to school by taxi every day. It's a long-term cab hire, and he often eats breakfast on
the way. His favourite food is the buns made by his mum.
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Chinese English Character codes
T+ 15 = 1 full + satisfied = full; plump 360/496
ioug have eaten enough/full 360/067
Pk scholarly 360/150
TN saturation 360/042

[N RZG ] scholarly in classics 360/021/237/119

eI have drunk and eaten a lot 464/346/026/360

Example Sentences

1360 PRAWZIE, FREIZE T, AREHIZ T .
You carry on eating. | am really full. | can’t eat anymore!
PRATNZ A g2
2/360
Have you eaten enough?
3/360 TRIANZ YIRS AT, FARIB T
| ate many steamed stuffed buns just now. | am really full.
SRARSR A KM EAEPUPESF, (HR e, A [ D A3, R A
4/360 Although Mr. Zhang has lived in Spain for a long time, everyone knows he is a well-read
scholar of Chinese history and literature, and he is very impressive.
A RIS MR TSR B R, 12— rUUE. WZie 7 B, e B30, 55
51360 PNk
Today’s greens are all freshly bought from the market. Go on, eat your fill, then get back on
the boat, get a good night’s sleep and you will arrive the next day.
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