A Kaleidoscope of Chinese Culture
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The
Great Wall

This is the magnificent Great Wall.

It is the longest building in the world. It begins from Shanhai
Guan and ends at Jiayu Guan, covering more than 6000 km (12,000
[i). In China the Wall is called "Wanli Changcheng", which means
10,000-/i long wall (10,000 /i = about 5,000 km).

The Great Wall was built to prevent the northern nomadic
tribes from getting into the Central Plains. The completion of the
Great Wall took a long time. Its first section was built in the 7th
century BC. After more than 2000 years of rebuilding and connect-
ing of different sections thus came the present Great Wall. The best

preserved sections of the Great Wall is at Badaling, which is also

the best place to appreciate the greatness of the Wall.
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The Great Wall

The Wall is made up of 3 parts,
the passes, the wall and the watch

towers.

The passes were places where
troops were stationed. The sites of the
passes were usually of strategic im-
portance. There is a Chinese saying:
"If one man guards the pass, 10,000
are unable to get through." Which

shons the importance of the pass.

The wall is the main part. During the ancient war time, there were
soldiers on the wall. On its side, there were peep-holes and apertures

for archers on the top.

There is a watch tower every several kilometers used to pass mili-

tary information.

As a historic site, the Great Wall symbolizes for Chinese people
courage, strength and strong will. So, there is a Chinese saying: "He

who has never been to the Great Wall is not a true man."

In 1987, the Great Wall was listed on the World Heritage List.
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The Summer Palace .

The

Summer Palace

The Summer Palace is a royal gar-
den and a temporary imperial palace in
the Qing Dynasty. It was first built in
1750 with a total area of over 1,000 hect-

ares, three quarters of which is water.

This is the Longevity Hill. The architectural complex in the front
hill is the essence of the whole garden. The Tower of Buddhist Incense

(Foxiangge) on the hill is the symbol of the Summer Palace.

Beyond Foxiangge is the tallest building in the palace "the Hall
of the Sea of Wisdom", colloquially called "the Hall Without Girders",
for it has no girders and pillars.
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The Summer Palace .

At the foot of the Longevity Hill
is a lake, Kunming Lake, on which
there are several islets. This is the Sev-
enteen-Arch Bridge, through which the

1slets are accessible to visitors.

The east side of the Summer Pal-
ace is the east gate zone, where the
emperors of the Qing Dynasty used to
handle administrative affairs as well as

to live and to rest.

This place is called the Hall of
Virtue and Harmony, inside which

there is a big stage. It is where Dowa-

ger Cixi watched operas.

The long corridor in the Summer Palace is over 700 meters long,
the longest corridor in the world. There are more than 14,000 different

pictures painted on the corridor.

The Summer Palace is the largest and best preserved classical

garden in China.

In 1998, it was listed on the World Heritage List.



7 ScAbris

y A Kaleidoscope of Chinese Culture

g

n~

L BuoNYzUOYS NYs

BishU Shanzhuang shi Qingddi
g e 2 WM
hudngdi xiatian bishlU de difang, shi
e 2R R Moy, 2
Zhonggud xidncun zui dd de hudngijia
E I K H BX
ligong hé hudngjia yudanlin, weiyu
e M B5 Wik, T
Hébéi Shéng Chéngdé Shi béibu, ju
WAL A ARAE AR, B
Béijing erbdi duo gongli.

Jbnt 200 £ AH,

BishlU Shanzhuang jidnyd shiba  shiji, qudnbu wangong lishi jin

wEEE S #T 18 A, AE sE i ix
jiishi nidn. Shanzhuang guimd hongdd, kéyi shud shi Zzhonggud gudidn
90 F. i RUBD K, WRL U o2& hE bt
yudnlin de zuigdo didnfan.

PR (1 fey H.

Gongdiangu weiyl Shanzhuang ndnbl. Zhldian shi huangdi chulf
BB T e Ei. B 2 R A
chdozhéng de difang, ge zhdng Idngzhong de dadidn y&€ dou  zdi  zheéli
BB ) M7, % A BEE R R # A XH
juxing.
7.
Zhéli shi HUqu, lidng'an féngjing youm&i. HUgu de jidnzhl dddud
H W, PIA KUGR PRSE. WK I KE
shi fdngzhdo Jiangndn de mingshéng jianzdo de.

& i TR M A iE .




The Imperial Summer Resort 11

The

Imperial Summer Resort

The Imperial Summer Resort was a summer residence which was

built for the emperors of the Qing Dynasty to escape summer heat. It is

China's largest imperial abode and royal garden built outside the capi-

tal that still exists today. It is situated in the northern part of Chengde

city of Hebei Province, over 200 kilometers away from Beijing.

The Imperial Summer Resort was built in the 18th century, and it

took nearly 90 years to complete the whole construction. The resort is

so magnificent that it can be regarded as the best model of all the clas-

sical gardens in China.

The area of palace is located in the south of the resort. The main

hall is where the emperors handled court administration and various

red carpet ceremonies were held.

This is the lake area, where sceneries along the banks are indeed

charming. Most of the

River.

buildings in the lake area
were built in imitation of
those in the scenic spots

in the south of the Yangtze

1
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The Imperial Summer Resort 11

The plain area is mainly grassland and woods. There

are more than 20 Mongolian yurta of different sizes in the

garden.

The mountainous area is in the northwestern part of the

resort, occupying almost four fifths of the whole resort.

Outside the resort is a group of grand temples, which
were built after the patterns of the lamaseries in Tibet and
Xinjiang. This is Puning Temple where there is a gilded
wood sculpture of Guanyin with about a thousand eyes and
hands. The sculpture is 22 meters high, and is the biggest
wood sculpture of Buddha in China.

In 1994, the Imperial Summer Resort and its surround-

ing temples were listed on the World Heritage List.
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Shisan Ling zdi Béijing Changping
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The Mlng Tombs QIKE

The
Ming Tombs

The Ming Tombs are located in Changping County, Beijing. They
are the mausoleums of the emperors of the Ming Dynasty. The place
is the largest royal cemetery in the world, and the best preserved and
with the most emperors buried therein. Buried in this area of about 40
square kilometers were 13 emperors of the Ming Dynasty, 23 queens,
numerous imperial concubines and two princes. It was almost another

palace of the Ming Dynasty.

The ancient Chinese were much concerned about where they
would be buried after death, and the burial place of the emperor was
considered to be closely linked with the fortune of the whole nation.
Therefore, it was very important to choose a good place to build the

cemetery. Why was this area of Tianshou Mountain chosen as the cem-

etery?
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Shisan Ling béi kao shan, midn dul shui, fuhé
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The Mlng Tombs —k

With the mountain behind and
the water in the front, the location
of the Ming Tombs conforms to
the theory of Yin and Yang and the
theory of five elements which des-

ignated the place where the gods

of all directions were supposed

to be located. It is a splendid place according to the view of Chinese
fengshui (geomantic omen). During 200 years since 1409, the emper-
ors of the Ming Dynasty had been building their own tombs here with-

out a stop.

In 1956, the underground palace of Ding Tomb was excavated.
Buried in the tomb were Emperor Wanli, the 13th emperor of the Ming
Dynasty and his two wives. The underground Ding Tomb is at present

the only excavated underground palace among all the Ming Tombs.
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Shao Lin Temple #

Shaolin Temple

Shaolin Temple, located in
Mount Song in Henan Province,
was built in 495 AD originally
for Indian monks to do Buddhist
missionary work. It has a long
history. Different from those in
common temples, the monks in
Shaolin Temple practise martial

arts besides practising Buddhism.

In Shaolin Temple, there are a
lot of original buildings which are
widely distributed. Shanmen Hall (the entrance of the temple) is the
building at the very front. It was the emperor of the Qing Dynasty who
wrote the three Chinese characters "Shao Lin Si" (Shaolin Temple).
In the Hall of Heavenly King, the Mahavira Hall and the Hall of One

Thousand Buddhas etc., statues of important Buddhas are enshrined.
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Shaolin Si ximian bu yudn chu, shi Shdolin Si de tdlin. zhéxie gutd shi [lidai
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Not far to the west of the temple
is the Pagoda Forest. These ancient
pagodas are tombs of Buddhist digni-
taries through the ages. And there are
over 200 of them.

From ancient times to the present, Shaolin Temple have turned
out many Buddhist dignitaries. It enjoyed a high reputation even in an-
cient times. As the theme of many movies is about Shaolin martial arts
nowadays, Shaolin Temple has become even more famous than before.
There are a lot of people coming here for a visit every day, and many

come to learn Shaolin martial arts.

Shaolin martial arts have assimilated the merits of various schools
of Chinese martial arts, and embodies the quintessence of the Chinese
martial arts. Hence, as the saying goes, "Shaolin boasts the best kung-
fu in the world."
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Ming Qing shigi, Suzhou shi Zhonggud zui fdnhud de diqu  zhi
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Classical Gardens of Suzhou ﬁﬂn.ﬁ

Classical Gardens
of Suzhou

In the Ming and Qing dynasties Suzhou was one of the
most prosperous areas in China, and there were many private
gardens. The number of private gardens once reached over 200
at its height, but only more than ten of them are kept in good

condition now.

The most famous gardens inculde the Humble Administra-
tor's Garden, the Lion Grove Garden, the Lingering Garden, the
Surging Waves Pavilion, etc. These private gardens are much
smaller than the royal gardens such as the Summer Palace in
Beijing and the Chengde Imperial Summer Resort, etc. in terms
of size. But they are typical representatives of the folk architec-
ture in the south of China.
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SUzhou Yudnlin hén xidng Zhonggud shanshuihud, yé xiang Tangshi Songci, zai yduxian
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Classical Gardens of Suzhou ﬁﬂn.ﬁ

Gardens of Suzhou are quite like the Chinese landscape paint-
ings as well as the poems of the Tang Dynasty and the lyrics of the
Song Dynasty. One can see rockeries and trees, pavilions, terraces and
towers, and ponds and bridges in a limited space. Visiting around the
gardens, one would feel as if he were reading poems and appreciating

paintings.

Look at these patterned win-

dows with delicate designs, these

zigzag paths, and these pools with
clear water. One can see every-
where the creativity of Chinese in
beautifying their living environ-

ment.

In 1997, the classical gar-
dens of Suzhou were listed on the
World Heritage List.
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Pingydo shi Shanxi Tdaiyudn
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JEEE. N M. b RE 4k, thdh IR, R A4

duichéng, jil xidng hdohud de minjian gongdian.

XK, B % S RE CERL

Zhé shi Pingydo de chénggidng, zdng chdng liigian dud mi, gidng gdo

Ko PR O W, B K 6000 £ OK, B
yué shi'ér mi, chéngqgidng néi de jieéddo, pumidan, 1éufdng réngrdn bdolilizhe
29 12 K, R AN HEE. B, R DOAR IREE
gongyuan shisi  shiji  shi de mdydang.
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The Ancient City

of Pingyao in Shanxi Province

Pingyao is merely a small county town beside Taiyuan, the capital
of Shanxi Province, which is not eye-catching at all. Yet it is the best-

preserved ancient city in China.

It has a history of over 2,700 years, and was built totally accord-

ing to the traditional architectural concept of the Han nationality.

The city is constituted of intact city wall, ancient streets, ancient
shops, ancient temples and ancient civilian houses. With a clear axis in
the middle that divides the left and right parts in a symmetrical way, it

is just like a luxurious folk palace.

This is the city wall of Pingyao, which is over 6,000 meters long
and 12 meters high. The streets, shops and buildings inside the wall

are still kept as what they were like in the 14th century.
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Zai Pingydo chéng i, yi shildu wéi zhongxin, ydu si tido dajie, ba tido xidojie
e P B B omiRE b e, 7 P04 RIS ME
yiji gishi'ér tido xidoxiang jiaozhi zai  yigi, zlchéng yi ge pdngdd de bagud

UKkt & M &8l fE ok, e — A KRR \EH
td'an. zdujin chéng néi, ddjie zhi dul chéngmén, xidoxidng lidnzhe ddjié, zonghéng

B OEHE W A, KRB B ki), M R K, 9B

jidocud, zhtcl fenming, jingjing ydutido.

ASHE, B L, HE g

Chéng néi guddi jumin qudn shi ging zhuan hui wd de sihéyudn, zudyou duichéng, dd
We W AR SRR A 2 T R K L WUk A WER, K
bufén réng zai shiyong. cong zhéxieé zhuzhdi kéyi kanchu lishi shang Pingydo de fuzd.

o AR . AN X fEE AL AW i BOFE R AL

Qingchdo zhongai, z&i  zheli chuxidnle Zzhonggud  di-yi  jid xianddi yinhdng de
HEOh, A XE OB PE B K B AT W
chixing "Rishéngchang'' pidohdo. Shiji  shiji  sishi nianddi, zhéli de p\dohdo dud
E(iFi7 “HAE” 5. 19 tHal 40 F40, XR 1 F25 £

da ershi'ér jia, yidu chéngwéi Zhonggud jintdngyé de zhongxin.

BT S B PE SRk 1

Y1 jiti jid gi niGn, Shanxi Pingydo glchéng béi  lieru <Sh‘\j\é Yichdn M\'nglu\/} .

1997 4, by cFEE kB I (R B Ak .
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of Pingyao in Shanxi Province

In Pingyao City, centered
around the city tower are four
avenues, eight streets and sev-
enty-two lanes. They interwine
together, forming a giant pattern
of the Eight Trigrams. Inside the
city, the avenues face the city gate directly, and the lanes are linked

with the avenues. All are intertwined in a perfect order with clear dis-

tinction between the primary and secondary.

The ancient residents all lived in symmetrical quadrangle dwell-
ings built with green bricks and gray tiles, most of which are still in
use now. By judging from these buildings, it can be seen that Pingyao

was once an affluent city in history.

In the middle of the Qing Dynasty, Rishengchang, an exchange
shop, opened for business here, which was the initial form of the first
modern bank in China. There were as many as 22 exchange shops here

in 1840s, making Pingyao once the financial center of China.

The ancient city of Pingyao in Shanxi Province was listed on the
World Heritage List in 1997.
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Yunndn Lijiang guichéng hdibd lidnggian sibdi mi, fengguang xiuméi,
=M WYL A Wk 2400 oK, KO R,
shi zhonggud lishi wénhud mingchéng, Naxizd  de guxiang.

P Sl == BT UL A 2 PR 7 ) R {1 I

Céng Lijiang glchéng xidng béi wang qu, shi gaosdng ru yun de
MWL e oW odb B AR R A K
Yuléng Xuéshan.
e FHili.
zdujin Lijiang de guldo de jieddo, mén gidn wu hou, ddochu dou
pne A N ol (I I 5= B T = PR I

shi hudnhudn lidtdng de xishui.

SRRV
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The Old Town of Lijiang Wbk

The Old Town
of Lijiang

The old town of Lijiang in Yunnan Province, located
on the plateau which is 2,400 meters above sea level, is
of great beauty with brilliant Chinese history and culture,

and is the hometown of the Naxi ethnic minority.

To the north of the town is the towering Jade Dragon

Snow Mountain.

Walking on the streets of Lijiang, you will see

streams flowing around the houses.
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Dangdi chdngjian de minju yiban wéi sanhéyuan. Chdo ndn de zhengfdng shi
i EN OB RE R A =Ak. BOM O Bl £
zhdngbéi juzhu de, dong xi xiangfang yiban you xidobéi juzhu. Zhéngmian tdngwl yiban
K JRER, R W WE 8l ¥ . Bl EE K
you liu shan  gézi ménchudng, shangmian didokéle  siji  hudhul hud jixidng nido shou,
o8 B MY TR, b BEZIT WU e Bk AR 5 5,
gongy! feichang jinggido.

TZ A% K.

Lijiang y& shi Naxizd de guxiang. NOxizd de DOngba wénzi béi renwéi shi shijie
FEVLE B g0Phik 1) 2. ANPURE I RE SCF B A 2SR
shang weéiyi bdocun wanzhéng de "hudzhe de xiangxing wénzi". Naxi glyué shi yéu I&o

EoME R BRSO EE B UV 2

yirén yong guido de yueqi ydnzou de guldo yuequ, zdi shijie shang yé shi hén hdnjidn de.

SN ARG wEZE M R AR B oo AR I .

Y1 jid ji gi nian, Lljiang glichéng béi lieru <<Sh‘\jié Yichdn M(nglh}‘ .

1997 4F, EHL HIC B SN (IR BT AekD) .
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The Old Town of Lij

Local houses usually have

rooms at three sides with a sides
with a square courtyard in the
center. The main room facing the

south is reserved for the old and

privileged, while young people
live in the east and west wing-rooms. The main room usually has six
grid-windows, each engraved with beautiful flowers and auspicious

animals. All the carving is of mastery skills.

Lijiang is also the hometown of the Naxi ethnic minority. Their
written language, the Dongba characters, is regarded as the only well-
preserved "living hieroglyphic" in the world. That the old Naxi artists
one playing the Naxi ancient music with ancient musical instruments

is also a very rare scene in the world.

In 1997, Lijiang was listed on the World Heritage List.
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]| Rénrén dou zhidao "Guilin shanshul jia tianxia", "jia"  zai zheli

{'l__é AN H FHIE “REAR K HORTRT, R AR IXH

shi "di-yi" de yisi.

(]: B .
Gullin zd&i Gudngxi Zhudngzl Zizhiqu, shi ge méill de xidochéng.
Bk A2 7V HE AR, AN SR k.
Guilin zul méi de shi Lidiang, zhé shi shijié shang zul xiuli de hélid
FEAR fe 96 1 & L, X o AR b & S5 R
-zhi_-yi, chdng yibdi lishi gongli.

2, K160 AHE,

"n,n

LiJiang de Ii zi, shi "gingché. touming" de yisi, Lidiang
WL T T, R WG EW I,
de jiangshui zhéngshi qmgch‘e\ touming de. LiJiang lidng'an de shan
) VLK IER JEEL EW 0. L MR oW
shang zhdngle hdodudo gudnmu hé xidohud, yudnyudn kangu, hdoxiang

B KT W2 KRN AME wim FL R

mé&int shénshang de yishan.
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Lijiang River L

in Guilin

Everybody knows the saying that "The landscape in Guilin

is unparalleled in the world." "Jia” here means "the first".

Guilin in Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region is a beauti-
ful small city. Its most beautiful place is Lijiang River, which is
one of the most charming rivers in the world. It is 160 kilome-

ters long.

The character "Li" in Lijiang River means "clear and

crystal". The water in Lijiang River is just like that, clear and

crystal. Bushes and flowers are exuberant on the hills along the
banks of the river. They look like the dress of a beautiful lady

from a distant view.
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Daoying shiLiJiang de yi dd giguan. Zudzhe xidochudn, cong shanfeng ddoying de

ffl5 2 WL M — K @M. ARE P, A g R W
shuimian shang lidguo. NI hui faxian, bdi T LiJiang de méi yi chu jingzhi, dou shi yi fu
K b AR 4 ORI EOE OEL M R — b REL A E IR
Zhonggud shuimohud.

hE KR,

LiJiong zdi butdong de  jijié, butdng de gihdu 1T, ydu butdng de jingse.

S N S N T 3 = N N £ R (NP S N ST 1 g

LiJiong fen san dudn, mé&i yi dudn jingsé dou butdng.

Ly = B o B AR

Zhé shi Lidiang de di-yi dudn. Lidng'dan shi shanféng, chéngzhén, ndngein, tidnyudn.

XL A Bl PR gL IRBL. ORA. M.

Zhé shi LiJiang de di-&r dudn. Anbian shishan lidnmidn blUdudn, shiLiJiang fengguang

X IR BRI Al S AW, 2L KOG

de jinghud.
K.

Zhé shi LiJiang de di-san dudn. Cuizhd, maolin, tidnyé, shanzhuang, yudcun

Ko WL W= Bl AT M. HER. R, s

sui chu ké jian.

iR U
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Lijiang River in Guilin 71

The inverted reflections in the water is a marvelous spectacle of
Lijiang River. Taking leisure in a small boat and floating on the river
with the inverted reflections of the hills in the water, you will find that
every scenic spot in the one hundred-/i long Lijiang River is just like a

picture of Chinese wash painting.

In different seasons and weathers Lijiang River takes on different

looks.

The river is divided into three sections, and each presents a differ-

ent scenery.

This is the first section, with hills towering the banks and towns,

villages and fields dotting alongside.

This is the second section of Lijiang River. The cliffs that stretch
along the banks are the essential part of the Lijiang landscape.

This is the third section. Bamboo groves, exuberant woods, fields,

farms, and fishing villages can be seen everywhere.
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Yi jid gi san nian xiatian,
1973 # HK.
zQi Zhéjiang Shéng Yuydo
fEWL A Rk
Shi HémUducun de béibian,
TR 1 el
cunminmen zdi wa tU shi, faxian nitl zhong ydu yixie hdoxiang béi
FEAT /& 42 Hwh, &I et b L2 R B
jiagong gud de sul shikuadi.

/118 B V£ SIS

Jinggud kdogU rényudn wajué, zai  juli  dimian lidng mi shén de

gend L NG 124, A8 BREE Ml M K KW
difang, faxionle shiyi zud muzdng hé san ge huikeng, hdi ydu daliang
WOy, RIT 1L 3R ON 3 A KbT, & 7 OKE
de tdopian, shigl.

B R A

Jinggud zhuadnjia pandudn, tamen yinggadi shi zdi dayué liugian nidn

gk Lo AW, BT Mz £ AR KRZ 6000 4E
qidn jiagong chuldi de. Dang k&ogu rényudn wajué ddo juli  dimian son
LI I < 9= N RN A B 7 = -V YT
mi shén de difang shi, faxianle yixi€ gigudi de dongxi. Zdi héeihésé de
KO R M7 I ORILT L AR RV A R
ticéng zhong, shdnzhe yixié jinhudng sé de xido keli, danshi hén kudi
TE o, WE L EE MR D Rk HE RO
tamen jil bidnchéngle nitl de ydnsé. Kdogu rényudn jidngi zhéxie
AT EL KT et B, FHh AR kR X
xido kell, jinggud zixi de bianrén, tamen faxidn, zhéxieé dongxi jurdn
AN, &Rk ARl B BRA, ABAT KB, IXEE KDY SRR
shi tanhudle de daogu!
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Hemudu Relics

In the summer of 1973, to the north of Hemudu village of Yuyao
city in Zhejiang Province, villagers discovered in the earth some detri-

tus while digging that seemed to have been processed.

After the excavation by some archaeologists, 11 tombs and 3
ash pits were found from 2 meters underground, together with a large

quantity of pottery pieces and stone artifacts.

When the archaeologists dug to a place 3 meters deep under the
ground, they discovered something strange. Amid the dark brown
earth, some fine golden grains gleamed, but the color soon turned the
same as that of the earth. The archaeologists picked up the grains, and,

after a careful inspection, they unexpectedly found that they were car-

bonated grains of paddy!
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Kdogu rényudn bugdn xiangxin zhéxi€ daogu hui zdi lilgian nidn gidn de dicéng zhong

by N0 B HfE X2 A 4 A 6000 4 FT HLE b
faxian, tamen zhénde zdi dixid mdicangle lilgian nidn ma?  Nanddo Xinshigl Shiddi zdi
RIL, eAlT BE e HUR O HEER T 6000 A M2 dEE Frfads AR AR
zhéli shénghud de HémUdurén yijing kaishi zhdngzhi shuidao le ma?

X A K OWIHEAN G TR R KRR T e

Zai I ddogl bu yudn de difang you ydule xin de faxian, nitd zhong chuxianle

B8 e AT W 7 AT RK ORI, ket b BT
xUduo yong gutou zud de dongxi. Zhé zhéng shi Hémudurén yongldi zhdngzhi daogu
e M OBk MM AR, X 2 WEAN Ak M B
de shéngchdn gongiju GUsl. Ta shi zZhonggud muqgidn faxidn de zui guldo de
oA TH — & e & PE HAar &R M EE K
QU zhi ndngijl.

GRS

Sudydu de fajué xidnshi, liugian nidn gidn, zhéli shénghudzhe zhéyang de vyi

e WOk o, 6000 4FE BT, XHL AENEAE S XK
qun rén: tamen kdao zhongzhi shuiddo. cdijiy bUyd hé shoulié wéisheng, yijing hui
BE N ABAT 52 FRE O KAE. CREE. MO0 R AR, 22 &
shiyong 1Uwéi hé mdzhipin. Tamen hdi cong fujin de shan shang kdnfd shumu, goujion
(G2 E I A 7T X (R N BV 3 I VR S 7 52 7 NP 4
gl le ganldnshi fadngwu. Er zhé zhdng jiégou de fangwl réng béi xianddi Zhonggudrén
&7 TR . X M gl K BE Ur s IR hEA

cdiyongzhe, Yunnan de Didojidoldu jit shizhé yi yudngl wénming de yanxu.
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The archaeologists could hardly believe that those grains of paddy
could be discovered in the stratum of 6,000 years ago. Had they been
really buried underground for 6,000 years? Was that possible that the
Hemudu primitives living in the Neolithic ages had already planted

rice?

A new discovery was \ \ \\\ '

soon made not far from
the place where grains of
paddy were found. Many

objects made of bones were

unearthed. They are just the
bone spades, the tools by which the Hemudu primitives used to plant
rice. They are the oldest agricultural tools made of bone that have been

found in China so far.

All the excavation shows that 6,000 years ago, here lived such
a group of people, who lived on planting rice, collecting, fishing and
hunting, and had already been able to use things made of reeds and
hemp. They also cut trees from the nearby hills, and built suspend-
ing houses supported by wooden stakes. The structure of this kind of
house is still employed by modern Chinese. The "Diaojiao" houses (the
wood or bamboo houses propped up by wood supports with ladders

leading up) in Yunnan are just the offspring of this ancient civilization.
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