Preface

The Chinese characters, as an ideographic writing system, are
different from other writing systems in the world. To the CFL(Chinese as a
foreign language) learners, Chinese characters are admittedly hard to
tackle, with all the varied meanings under one entry and the recurrence of
polyphones, not to say the confusing words in similar forms. To facilitate
the beginners to master Chinese characters and to help them make
progress in the basic skills of reading, writing, listening and speaking, we
have complied 1000 Frequently Used Chinese Characters, as an aid for
those in need.

This book, particularly intended for the CFL learners, aims to help the
learners fully master the 1000 basic Chinese characters. These words have
a high frequency of use in China. According to the researches made by
many a scholar, a good command of these characters would help the
learners clear up the obstacles in daily reading and comprehension. These
1000 characters are the most popularly used ones in Chinese daily life, as
suggested in The Syllabus for Graded Chinese Characters and The List of
the Frequency of Use of Chinese Characters. They are compiled based on a
list of books of reference, including The Contemporary Chinese Dictionary,
A Dictionary of Chinese Usage: 8000 Words and New Chinese Words
Dictionary.

This book covers a wide range of knowledge on the 1000 Chinese
characters concerning their pronunciations, example words and sentences,
strokes, stroke orders, structures, as well as their original complicated

forms and their forms in ancient writing systems. It should be noted that a



A Guide to the Book

eee 1 General Layout of the Entries

1.1 There are 1000 Chinese characters altogether, including the most
basic and popular ones. Each character is listed as one entry.

1.2 Characters with the same form but varied pronunciations and
meanings are taken as separate entries, for instance, “%” zhao, “%”
zhe, and “#%&” zhuo. However, those with the same form and same meaning
but varied pronunciations are listed as one entry, for example, “iX” zhe,
which is also pronounced as zhéi.

1.3 The entries are sequenced alphabetically based on the phonetic
letters of the characters. The homophones are listed according to their
stroke numbers, meaning the characters with fewer strokes precede those
with more. For the homophones with equal number of strokes, they are
arranged based on the starting stroke in the order of the horizontal stroke
(—), the vertical stroke ( | ), the left-falling stroke ( J ), the dot stroke
(~ ), and the hook stroke (7).

1.4 Generally, the neutral tone character comes after the tone

character in the same form, for example, the character “"” a follows

“BFEI—,, (—] and uum—n d,

eee 2 Forms and Structures

2.1 The prevailing forms of the characters are presented in the book.
The original complicated form of a character is given in the bracket if
there is one. All the original complicated forms of the Chinese characters
are based on The Contemporary Chinese Dictionary (Original Complicated
Form Edition) published by the Commercial Press (H.K.) Lid. in January

2009. When a complicated character in the bracket has only one of the



Phonetic Index of the Entries

The number on the right of each character indicates the page

number in this book.
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a
]IBJ— ® pref. used before a name or a kinship term

a long a vyi
T &, T Jk
A Long aunt

R e

: ® interj. used to express surprise or admiration

a tian ging le
T, R BT

Ah, it has cleared up!

Also see d on page 1.
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g ® part. used at the end of the sentence to express admiration,

doubt, or exhortation

dud hdo de tian gi a
% ¥ 6 X A

What a fine day!

ta hai méi lai a
e & R

Hasn’t he come yet?

kuadi zOou a
B A& )

Hurry up! Go!

® part. used after things enumerated
weén ju dian li you zhia bia bén zia dong xi hén dud
LA EEAH KT ET AT, A B K F,

There are many things at the stationer’s, like paper, pens and note-
books.
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® part. used in the middle of a sentence indicating a short pause
to draw attention to what one is going to say next
yao wo shud a ta yi ding néng ldi
&K WA — 2 R
In my opinion, he will surely come!

Also see a on page 1.
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y \? ® adj. short (of stature)
&i pang zi Gi xidio
- &
a short and stout person short and small
gér di
A IL4E

be of small build

® adj. low in height or rank

di giang ta b wo di yi nidn ji
%My Ml K #%— F R/,
low wall He is a grade lower than 1.
. < - R - T SO S S U S
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ﬁi ® ». love; have an affection
td shén shén de ai zhe ta ai guod
R R RE AR, X
% He loves her deeply. love one’s country; be patriotic
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® ». like; be fond of; be keen on
g ta &i chang gé ai kan dian ying
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It resembles She likes singing. like seeing a film
a man who
cups a heart

in his hands.





