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(= S- Ak =l Read the following phrases until you learn them by heart
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RSl Communication exercises

(1) You went to bank to exchange money, but after talking to the teller, you found that the
current exchange rate was not high. Therefore, you decided to change the money later.

(2) After visiting different places, you and your friend are asking about each other’s travel
experiences.

(3) You are discussing language studies with your Chinese friend. You hope that he/she

will make some comments on your study of spoken Chinese, grammar, and Chinese
characters.

@%EE Reading Comprehension and Paraphrasin@

V. THEELE

IHBARTETFE I, WRIRET, RAAEZEERD
T, M- AFRF L LR, INZHAENEEET, THKES
AL A R E L FR, MR EFIEFIT, FEARRIKMIGE,

LR —ANKIT (chéngshi) , X HF K BT, LiEsdHY
R%, AN ABHILIEFTIT, LsEABRGRIBER L, THKELAN
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Lesson 15 She has gone to Shanghai.
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g, ;¥ Chinese Characters

XFEHHF%E (1) Methods of constructing Chinese characters (1)

When constructing Chinese characters, certain rules are followed in the combination of
pronunciation, structure and meaning. Though the forms of modern characters differ vastly
from those of the ancient ones, Chinese characters still maintain the characteristics of a
logographic writing system. Therefore, understanding the process by which Chinese characters
are formed will facilitate the learning of them.

Pictographic method (%:J£7%): This method of construction depicts either the whole image

or the partial characteristic of an object. It is the primitive method of forming characters.

a. Depicting the whole image of the object. For example:

A X B 2 F F v F 2 & K K K £ T 7
B A F W F UL T 5 R F H£ 0T F £ 5 3
b. Depicting the characteristic of an object. For example:
H £ 4+ X &
c. Depicting both the object and other associated things. For example:

X X b L

In ancient times, these single-component characters, which we have already learned,
were originally pictographic. Nowadays, they are no longer very pictographic but are similar
to marks. However, when they are used as the basic components for multi-component
characters, the fact that they maintain either their original sounds or meanings certainly helps

our understanding of compound characters.

INEEZAINZE Learn and write basic Chinese characters

m &, R A = -

the people 5 strokes

@ T (¥) T oA f
bt

currency 4 strokes
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X{EUX01R Cultural Note

L\
Xi'an and the Ancient Chinese Capitals

Xianis a renowned ancient Chinese capi’ral and is also one of the fou\r world -famou\s
ancient capitals. Back in the 11th century BC, King Wu of the Western Zhou Dynasty
established his capital, named Haojing, where Xi'an is currently located. After that,
the Qin Dynasty (221 BC — 206 BCO), the Western Han Dynasty (206 BC — 25 AD),
the Sui Dynasty (581 AD — 618 AD), and the Tang Dynasty (618 AD — 907 AD), all
had their capi+a| cities at Xian. Xian was the capi’ra| city of Chinese civilization fov* over
one thousand years of its five-thousand-year history. In ancient times, Xi'an was called
Chang'an. In the year 1369, its name was changed to Xi'an, and has remained the same
to the present day. Now the modern city of Xi'anis the capital of Shaanxi Province.

]\]aV\jiV\g is also one of ancient Chinese capi+als. The Kingclom of Wu c]w*ing the
Three Kingdoms Period (222 AD — 280 AD) and the Eastern Jin &) Dynasty (317 AD
— 420 AD) all established their capitals in this city. ;Z\f’rer the outbreal of the 1911
Revolution , D Sun ygn‘—self\ tool Office as the pwovisional pv*esic]en’r n ]\]aV\jing. TFrom
1927 to 1949, Nanjing was the capital of the National Government of China. Now it is
the capital of Jiangsu Province.

Beijing was the capi’ral of the Jin ((i\) ) YU\O\V‘\, Mihg, and Qing dyhasﬁes foy* a
period of more than eight hundred years. ;Z\ﬁer 1949, it became the capital of the
people’s eru\blic of China.

In addition, Luoyang, Kaifeng, and Hangzhou are ranked among the six great

ancient Chinese ca pi+a|s.






