C M E ror kds: BOOKS 1—4

Chinese Made Easy for Kids has been published since 2005 and is available in both simplified
and traditional character versions. It has since been translated into German, French, Spanish,
Russian, Portuguese and Arabic. Chinese Made Easy for Kids is widely used by teachers and
students in more than 30 countries around the world.

The course

- Chinese Made Easy for Kids (Books 1-4) is designed for primary school children, who start
learning Chinese as beginners.

- After completing this series, children will be able to recognize over 500 Chinese characters,
write from memory approximately 100 simple Chinese characters and develop communication
skills in Chinese from an early age.

Topics explored in the series The course features

- Greetings - Dally routines . Up-to-date topics relevant to primary school students

- Personal introduction - School subjects and facilities . Careful pacing for gradual progress in language skills

- Numbers and dates - Parts of the body and iliness - Regular consolidation and reinforcement of learning

- Countries and languages -« Everyday articles and stationery . A lively atmosphere for Chinese language learning through
- Jobs and work places - House and rooms rhymes, picture talking and story-telling

- Transportation - Articles in the house - Tasks and activities designed for the target age group

- Colours and clothes - Animals

The series includes
- Textbook, Workbook, Worksheets, Readers, Teacher’s book, word cards, picture cards, posters and digital resources.
- Audio recordings of new words, texts, rnymes and listening exercises are available for download from the publisher’s website.

About the author

Ms. Yamin Ma has an M.Ed. in Curriculum Design and Instruction from Queen’s University, Canada. Her research interest lies in
educational psychology, ESL, and Chinese language teaching and learning. She has taught both English and Chinese in China
and Canada, and is currently teaching Chinese in an international school in Hong Kong.

Other books in the same series
Chinese Made Easy, Books 1-7 (secondary school and university students)

Please scan the QR code or visit our website (www.chinesemadeeasy.com/

download/CMEK/) to download the recording.
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INTRODUCTION

¢ The second edition of Chinese Made Easy for Kids is written for
primary school children who are learning Chinese as a foreign/
second language.

® The primary goal of the series is to help beginners build a solid
foundation of Chinese and cultivate interest in learning Chinese.
The series is designed to emphasize the development of
communication skills from an early age.

¢ Chinese Made Easy for Kids is composed of 4 textbooks (Books
1-4), and each accompanied by a workbook. This series is
supplemented by Worksheets, Readers, Teacher’s book, word
cards, picture cards, posters and digital resources.

¢ This series has been written to provide a foundation for the
subsequent use of Chinese Made Easy (Books 1-7), that is
written for secondary and university students.

DESIGN OF THE SERIES

The content of this series

* The Textbook aims to develop communication skills through
audio exercises, conversations, gquestions and answers,
speaking practice and etc. In order to reinforce and consolidate
new vocabulary and sentences, the games in the Textbook
are designed to create a fun learning environment. The
accompanying rhymes mainly consist of the new vocabulary in
each lesson to aid language acquisition.

e |n order to build a solid foundation for character writing,
tracing and copying characters exercises are included in the
Workbook. Exercises such as reading phrases, sentences
and short paragraphs aim to develop children’s reading
comprehension skills.

* |n order to supplement the exercises in the Workbook, more
exercises in the Worksheets are provided. These exercises can
be rearranged to make unit tests when needed.

* Answers to the exercises in the Textbook, Workbook and
Worksheets along with suggestions for teaching and learning
are provided in the Teacher’s book.
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The characteristics of the series

Since the 1st edition of Chinese Made Easy for Kids was
published in 2005, the 2nd edition has evolved to take into
account social development needs, learning needs and
advances in foreign language teaching methodology.

New vocabulary and expressions were included.

When a new word was introduced, only one meaning was
given.

In order to help children review new vocabulary after school,
audio recording was provided.

Simple and previously learned vocabulary was used to make
the rhymes easier.

More exercises on Chinese numbers were added, in order to
help children say numbers in Chinese more automatically and
fluidly.

Measure word exercises were added, as measure words are
challenging to learn and children at young age can acquire
them in a natural way.

In order to provide more exposure to Chinese characters and
help children perform tasks more smoothly, Chinese characters
were given alongside the pictures.

The teaching of pronunciation, characters, vocabulary and
grammar respects the unique Chinese language system and
the way Chinese is learned.

Children will be exposed to the phonetic symbols and tones
from the very beginning. Generally, it is found that children will
overcome temporary confusion within a short period of time,
and will eventually acquire good pronunciation and intonation of
Chinese with on-going reinforcement of pinyin practice.
Chinese characters are taught according to the character
formation system. Once the children have a good grasp of
radicals and simple characters, they will be able to analyze
most of the compound characters they encounter, and to
memorize new characters in a logical way.

Children at this age tend to learn vocabulary related to their
environment. The vocabulary in previous books is repeated in
later books to consolidate and reinforce memory.

Grammar and sentence structures are not explained in
any forms, rather children arrive at grammar rules through
consistent and interesting exercises provided throughout the
books.
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HOW TO USE THIS SERIES

With one lesson daily, able and highly motivated children can
complete one book within one academic year. Ultimately, the
pace of teaching depends on the children's level and ability.
Here are a few suggestions from the author.

The teachers should:

Go over the phonetic exercises in the textbook with the
children. At a later stage, the children should be encouraged to
pronounce new pinyin on their own.

Demonstrate the stroke order of each character to beginners.
The teacher should guide the children in analyzing new
characters and encourage them to use their imagination to aid
memorization.

Provide every opportunity for the children to develop their
listening and speaking skills.

Modify, recycle or extend the games and some exercises
according to the children's levels. A wide variety of exercises in
the workbook can be used for both class work and homework.
Encourage children to recite times table in Books 3 and 4 of this
series.

The children are expected to:

Listen to the recording of the text and new words.

Make a conversation or retell the story by looking at the pictures
in each text.

Read and recite the rhyme in each lesson.

Trace the new characters in each lesson and memorize radicals
and simple characters.

Yamin Ma
August 2014, Hong Kong
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412
guo

O 1L indicate past experience
gué jia

(2] %15 country
X1 ban ya

® HILT spain
na i

(4] ﬁﬁﬂ there
kan

@ 7%‘ visit

.

xin jia po

(6 %)T ViE e Singapore
ago da Ii vya

@ 2 KA Australia
da xué

(8] kr—éé university
liang

o % bright
yue liang

}E] "j% moon

Say in Chinese.
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Speaking practice. Learn the characters.

=3

wool; hair

Ask your classmates the questions.

Number of classmates
have been to ...

1E

Questions

1) frFid b By
2) AR Feat # EH L7

Task 1: Say the country

EXAMPLE: @ £ :
Ox . names in Chinese. 3) /f'll‘: %Ii H ZI&“’D‘:’?
9 - . Task 2: Say one sentence
5 A3, 335 s
ES . VL RIS about each country. 4) /LJ/: %Ki’% "

5) R Jid 7 bk v 7

6) 1R & H LY

7) 4R i i KA D7
Report back to the class:
EARF XL F B

Recite the times table on page 120.




[@A Listen to the recording. Tick what is correct and cross El Listen, clap and practise. 44}
what is incorrect. 5

HIET, K FEi,
Sho- . SPEAEE AL,
oy, K&,
H5 L AR ARIL,
Az Lk, #Fid?

K RARBLE Fit
Bl Game.

EXAMPLE:

s L, RESFAN

INSTRUCTIONS:

1 The class is divided into small groups.

The teacher whispers a word to the first member of the

5 , B EQJ:F—@}\O ;&;ﬁ tl? A, 2 group. The word is whispered along to the last member
who is expected to repeat that word correctly.
< N - N2~
ﬁfk/ﬁ_% & i o ﬁfk/ﬁ\'ﬁfé%ié‘\ 3 If the last member of the group does not repeat the

word correctly, this group is out of the game.

NGB FaikiE K Fiteee-- Project.
l"""_""‘ Draw a map of the world and mark the countries/places where
IT IS YOUR TURN! I Introduce yourself. %’ your fan;llly members/friends live. Learn the names of these
countries/places.
al
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